House of Recovery Cork Street Fever Hospital

Annual Report and Physicians Report

1804-1805

The first patients were admitted on the 14th May 1804, The
opening pages of this report are a restating of the rules of the
hospital, There then follows admission figures and the financial
retums. The annual report goes into some detail on the
incidence of fever in the city, It is the physicians report ,
however, which is most interesting. Individual physicians detail
their eyewitness accounts of the living conditions of the poor of
the Liberties area of Dublin, Reference is made to the Rev,

James Whitelaw's 1798 survey of the population of Dublin,
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ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

SUBSCRIBERS

FOR THE

ERECTION

OF AN

Douge of Becoverpy or jreber Dngpital,

Entered into on the 28th October 1801, at the
Royal Evchange, which was afterwards
Established in

COREK-STREET, DUBLIN,

WITH THE

ACCOUNTS

OF THE

TRUSTEES,

AND
TWO REPORTS

OF THE

MANAGING COMMITTEE.



ORIGINAIL RESOLUTIONS,

Xc.

s o -
I.

THAT to relieve the destitute poor, afflited with fever,
and to check the progress of contagion, are the majn objeéts of
the proposed Institution.

I1.

That in order to carry the design fully into effeft, we are
of opinion, that the ereftion of a new building, adapted in its
construction and all its arrangements for the specific purpose of
a House of Recovery, would be more desirable than the fitting
up any old buildings' designed for other purposes.

I11.

That we considsr manifest poverty and disease properly as-
certained to the satisfa@ion of the Managing Committ¢ce (1o be
appointed as hereafter dire€ted) and residence within a certain
district (to be defined in the manner hereafter prescribed) as the
only circumstances necessary to entitle a patient to admission,
and we are of opinion that no recommendation of a subscriber
should, on any account, be attended to, uniess the above cir-
cumstances shall, after minute enquiry at the houses of the

persons recummendr:d be found to concur.
IV. That
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3 1V.

That the procuring the ground, on which the House of
Recovery shall be built, the eretion of the building, and the
providing the necessary Furniture, be entrusted to fifteen
Trustees, in whom the property of the Institution shall be
invested, without any other controul than that they shall permit
the building to be used for the purpose of a House of Recovery
or Fever Hospital, conformably to the general principles now

agreed on.

V.

That in the outset of the establishment, accommodation
should be provided for the reception of at least forty patients:
But if the funds of the Institution, whether arising from dona-
tions or annual subscriptions, should so far encrease as that a
surplus shall remain after the above-mentioned accommodation
shall have been provided for, the trustees shall be at liberty
either to enlarge the establishment by providing accommodation
for an additional number of fever patients, or in case such
enlargement shall be deemed inexpedient, to such other mea-
sures as they shall deem most conducive to the health of the
poor of this city ; and in case the House of Recovery shall
hereafter be discontinued, for the space of three years, the said
trustees shall be at liberty to dispose of the property then in
their possession, or the produce thereof, for the purposes afore-
caid, in such manner as they shall judge most eligible.

B

That the management of the Insiitution, the extent of the
distrié&t from whence patients labouring under contagious fever
may be admitted -into the house, the appointment of physi-
cians, nurses, and all the other officers and servants, be wvested
in a committee, consisting of the trustees, and six other
persons to be elefled annually by the governors.

', ' : VII. That
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' :xpres:,ed m‘fhcs&x‘&olmlnns) as may s:em bﬂ"it firted'tc :

the objedts of the Institution fully into effeét, as well for :h¢
internal Tc-gufatmn ‘of the house and| the admission of pat:cnts, _
as+for préventing the spreading of ‘contagion in the houses and'™
nc:ghbuurhood fromi whence the patients shall have DLeen re-
maved, and for.the ml:radnﬂmn nF such habits of c[:ﬂnhncsf-'

as may diminish, if not destroy, the operation of those’ ca_u_;cs,‘
that have contributed to make such an' institution so necessary
at the presentitime, and to disburze, fronf fime fo time, such
sums as i‘]."m} bt: ncccssary fur apy of the above purpr:.-.ﬂ:'s ;

. e Pl ey T
 That a donation: of twenty guineas, pau;l in any 191"1: year,
shall make t'lié donor governor for life: and that annual sub-
scribers of tiwo guineas, or upwards, shall also De governors,
provided that no such annual subscriber (after the first year)
shall vote at the cleftion of members of the managing com-
mittee, unless his name shall have been on the books of the
Institution, as' a subscriber, for one whole year previous to
stich ele&iop, and wnless he shall’ have paid his subscription
Afor the year, in whmh he sl'.t:ll t:ndtr his vote, together w::th
_all arrers t‘mnf :
= IX.

That it shal[ bc la.wful for ile Managmg Comm:ttcc, at
' any meeting, specially summoned for the purpose (not fewer
than cleven members being present) o enlarge the sum. neces-
sary to constitute a‘governor.

X. That
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X :
That when a vacancy or vacancies shall occur by the death or
resignation of any of the trustees, any one of the remaining trustees
shall have a power of convening the others, specifying the place,
time, and purpose of the meeting, and gurmg three days notice
thereof ; and the trustées who shall mecet in consequence of
such notice (provided every trustee resident in the city of
Dublin, shall have been summoned, and not fewer than five
shall bave been assembled together) shall be competent either
to fill up such vacancy or vacancits, by the eleéticn of a
new trustee or trustees, or to empower the governors to en-
large the number of managers to co-operate with the trustees
by cleéting one or more additional managers as may seem best
calcvolated to advance the purposes of the Institution, provided
always, that the number of managers shall not be enlarged
beyond the number of nine, nor the number of trustees re-
duced below the number of twelve, nor the whole number of
the Committee beyond the number of twenty-one, by such
proceeding.

XI.

That in case of the insolvency, or general non-residence of
any one or more of the trustees in the city of Dublin; or
within ten miles thereof, the remaining trustees be, and th:jr
are hereby impowered (if they shall think it expedient so to
do) to declare the place of such trustée” or trustees vacant, and
to proceed either to the eleftion of a new trustee or trustees,
of lo enlarge the number of eleftive managers in the same
manner, and subjeét to the same r:stn&mns, as are contained
in the foregoing reésolurion.

x.u- Thﬂ!



Ty
= - i .
L]
4
L

X11.

That in case it shall be found by the experience of three
years after the opening of the Hospital, that a committee of
twenty-one members is not sufficient for conduéting the busi=
ness of ghe Institution, it shall be competent for the managing
commiitee, specially summoned for the purpose, and not
fewer. than eleven being assembled together; to declare that
the number of eletive managers should be cnlarged to any
number not exceeding the number of trystees at the time, or
that the number of :aid /anpually elefted mapagers should be
reduced to a number of not less than the original number of
six, as the exigency of the Institution may require.

XIT1.

That in case it shall be foynd expedient to enlarge the

- Committee to the full number of thirty members, and the
number of trustees shall bave been reduced below the original
number of fifieen, it shall be competent to the trustees, or any
five of them, assembled in the manner described in the 10th
resolution, to restore the original number of fifteen trustees in

the manner herein beiore diedted.

XIV.

That it be an instruétion to the Managing Co.rmittee to
take special gare that such a registry shall be kept. ot all.their
proceedings, whether within the walls of the House ¢f Reco-
verv, or without, as shall enable themy at all times to exhibit
to the public a detailed view of their progress; and that it be
a standing rule of the Iostitntiop, that at the end of the year
after the opening of the Hpspital, 2nd at the end of every
cucceeding year, an account of the annual income and ex- -

diture, and sll other particilars of their progress, shall be

printed for the public information,
: Afger
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After the foregoing Resolutions had been passed, the Sub-
scribers proceeded to eleft fifieen Trustees by ballot, when the
following persons were declared.o be duly eleéted.

Edwzrd Allen John David Latouche
John Barrington . Randal Mac Donnell
Samuel Bgwley J George Maquay o
William Disney J L. Maquay
Thomas Disney John Orr
Arthur Guinness, jun. * George Renny
William Harding Luke White. .
Lewis Hodgson
— e g

House of Recovery, C’ar.é-Street,'
10th April, 1806.

The Trustees having fulfilled the Trusts commirted to them
by the 4th of the preceding Resolutions, and having handed
over the balance remaining in their Hands to the Managing
Commirtee, submit the following Account of their Expenditurs '
to the Public: &

Accosnr |

e
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To Cost of Holdings in Cork-Street, Lo of
subjeét to 70l 125 —d,
per anrmuni - . - 520 6
Building Fever and Conva- 1
lescent Wards and out

Offices, viz. Lo 1. d.
Bricklayers Work -~ 3402 13 11,
Carpenters, do. -« - 2051 15 5%
Plaisterers, do. = - 527 14 3 -
Slators, do. - - 361 16 9%
Stone Cutters, do. - 1118 10, —
Plambersy; do. - - 228 6 5%
Glaziers, do. - - 66 9 4
Fainters, do. - - 134 2 4
Smiths & Ironmongers, do. 291 17 8%
Labourers, do. « . 312 3 3%
Enclosing Ground ‘
C]Hﬁﬂg, .dﬂ. - L "
Sewer - - - i
Furniture - - X
Rent and Taxes - {
Salaries - - :
Incider €l Expenges &
Advertising = < g
Printing and Stationary - €

11318 18 1 ¢

Balance of this Account transferred to

mzintenance of Hospital « . 39
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Recovery and Fever Hospital ine Cork-Street, Dublin.

By Amount of Parliamentary Grant
1802, Nett -

Ditto 1803 -

4. J{:- F AT

Subseriptions ftom the
Public - -

Profit on Purchase and
Sale of public Secu-
rities . - -

Hay and After-Grass
sold, dedu&ing Ex-

penses - e

Old Materials that were
on Premises sold -

1954 12 11

- 9337 4 7%

11350 14 6
-

Eargt
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First Report of the Managing Committce of
the House -of \Recovery or Fever Hospital
in Corl=Street, from its Commencement to
the 4ith January 1805, in pursuance of the
14th of the Original Resolutions.

———l—

THE House, the first stone of twhich was Jard on the 24th
day of April 1802, and calculated for the accommodation of
80 patients; was opened on the 14th May 1804,

The district, for the relief of which it was originally designed,
comprised the five parishes of St. James, St. Catharine's, St
Audeon’s, St. Luke’s and St. Nicholas withiout, and a portion
of each of the adjoining parishes of St. Michacl’s, St. John’s
and St. Peter’s, and no patient Hhas been received into the
Hospital during this period, except such as were resident
within the above limits.

The following is a statement of the numbers received into
the Hospital during the above time :

Total admitted - : 422
Discharged cured . 364
Died - . 30
Remained in the Hospital 5th January 1805 28 —4392

« . o'he fundamental principle of the Institution 15, “To confine
admission to the destitute Poor, labouring under contagions
‘Fever.”

The
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" The mode’ nf :;dmmsmn 15 r:’ndc,red a:? ﬁmﬂc as pda:slb}e.
-' '_.,911 What&ve: 1 ntccsmry Pnnt:d tmkets,

are dlspemd nt, ,cppjrcment Etatmns thmughnur tbe distriét.
The friends of any péson attacked with fever, have nnthmg
to do’but to fill up the ‘blanks and deposit one of the tickets
in the box in the enmp;e door, in“Cork-streef, in consequence
of ivh'ith"th;r?pa_ﬁtm 15 visitedion the same. or following day,
by one of the Pliysicians of the establishment, and 'if the case
appears toibe of the proper deacnp{mu, he gives an order for
his admission: on d:lwcfy oft which, at the Hu«-.pmta], a covered
carriage, hung on. springs, provided for this® specific purpose,

and ‘on which the'patient is conveved on a bed in a réecumbent.
posture, is 1mmcdlattly sent from' thc Fospital.

In the first month aﬁer the opening of the Hospital, several
persons were received into the house Jin the last stage of the
disease, when their case was perfeftlv hopeless, and baffled all
the exertions of human skill: ~ From this cause, the' number of
deaths at the commencement bore a considerably gréester pro-
portior to the whole number than ata later period, when the
nature of the Institutionvand thie mods of” admmmn, became
more generally known, and applications were consequently
made in proper rime for r:ccptmn into the Hmplml.

The foiluwing;i; the state of the funds froip the commences
ment to the Sth Jannary 1805 :

=

Aecouns
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Aecount of Income and Ezxpenditure of the House
Dublin, from fizc 14th of May, 1804,

Lotras dy

Ta Rent and Taxes of Premises . 47 10 9%

Maintenance of Patients and Servans - 235 18 52
House Bedding, Furniture, and Clothing 106 8 10
Salaries of Officers, Nurses, and Servants ' 67 16 2
Fuel, Soap,and Candles - - ‘161 6 10
Printing, Stationary, and Advertising - : _'.49 — 8§
Medicines, including Wine and Spirits 79 910
Incidental Expenses = - . - 49 16 6
Repairsand Alterations . - 87T 7T %
1034 15 1

Excess of Income above Expenditure - 62 8 5;-
— e

1097 3 6%

Account of Properly of the Institution, evclusive

-

L g
To Clothing, for Value on Hands - - 135 5 6
Horse, for Ditte . &5 g 17 1 3

. —

142 6 9
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Annual Report of the Managing Committee
of the IHHouse of Recovery and Fever Ilos-
pital in Cork-Street, for the Year ending
the 4th January 18060.,

=S S e

IN the commencement of the year 1805 (until the 14th
May) the Managing Committee of the House of Recovery
and Fever Hospital continued their operations within the same
district, namely, the five parishes of St. James, St. Catharine’s,
St. Luke’s, Sr. Audeon’s and St. Nicholas without, and a

very small portion of the adjoining parishes of St. John's,
St. Peter’s and St. Michael's,

During the period commencing 5th January and ending the
T4th May 1805, there were received into the Hospital 225
patients.  But the liberality of Parliament baving encreased
the grant during the last session from 500l. to 1000l. the Com-
‘mittee, on the 14th May 1805, came to a resolution to enlarge
their district, and to take in patients labouring under conta-
givus Fever, from all parts of the City of Dublin south of. the
Liffey, and within the Circular road.

From this extended distri€t they have received into the

Hospital, from the 14th May 1805 to 5ih January | 1866,
803 patients. :

Total admitted from 5th January 1805 to 5ih
January 1806 - d

- 1028
Of whom were discharged cured - 874
Died - - - o7
Remained in Hospital 5th January 1806 S57Te—=1028

Their

.
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Their exertions, however, have not been confined within
thiewalls- of the Hospital, but in pursuance of their originak
plimn, thiey ‘have endeavoured to commence a system of extermal’
measures for- checking the progress of cotutagion, by white-
washing and otherwise cleansing’ the apartments from whenece:
patients have been received into the Hospital. In this depart-
ment they have to acknowledge the prompt co-operation of
the Managing Committee of the Sick Poor Institution, who
undertook the whole labgur and expense of this arduous duty,
in the five parishes which compose their distriét, and the ori-
ginal distriét of the House of Recoyery.—They likewise
endeavoured 1o excite the attention of the several panshea of
the extended district to this 1mportant subjeét, and to. invite
their co-operation in a more comprebensive plan. for the pur-

< posc.—Nm: have their efforts in this respe€t been destituteé of

success. However, as no.system of general co-operation was

yet ripe for execution, and as the labgurs of the Commirttee of
the Sick Poor Institution could not embrace the whole of the
extended distri&, the Managing Committee of the House of
Recovery have thought it right, for the ensuing year, to take

* this Business under-their own immediate supermreudance, ‘and
"have accordingly hired two persons, whose principal duty it is,

to proceed immediately on receiving a notification to that
effe& from the Physicians, to whitewash the apartments from
whence patients are received., :

And it havipg appeared, on the report of the f’hysician&;_j"_;‘

that patients afflided with pulmonary complaints were liable to

frequent relapses in consequence of being unprovided with
sufficiently warm clothing, and that forthe same reason it was
necessary.to detain them for a longer time in the couvalescena--t

wards of rh:: Hnspu:al, i‘he Committee came to a r&saluuox; ta

2l Cz
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Account of Income and Expenditure of the IHouse
Dublin, for the Year ending

i 2 el
T'o Rent and Taxes of Premises - - 92 13 10%
Maintenance of Patients and Servants - 616 156 7%

House-bedding, Furniture and Clothing -~ 206 4 2
Salaries of Officers, Nurses and Servants = 403 12 11

Fuel, Soap and Candles - - 197 10 4
Printing, Stationary and Advertising - - 73 410
Medicines, including Wine and Spirits - 127 13 2%
Incidental Expenses - - - 84 1 4
Repairs and Alterations - - 68 2 6
1869 18 93
New Building for Laundry - - 270 — —
Additional Furniture in consequence of
Extension of Districk - - - 183 12 10
Excess of Income above Expenditure - 211 6 8%

2534 18 4

Account of Property of the Institution, inclusive

Lvon: &
To Furniture for Sundries, paid
for by Trustees - - £843 910
Ditto, additional as above 183 12 10
1027 -2 8
Clothing, Value on Hands - - o2 -1 8
Medicine - - - - 11 1% 4
Amount in Treasurer’s Hands - - 1832 19 5
Amount due for Hay and Grass sold - 37T 2 =

~ 1300 17 10

i —— e
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of Recovery a'nd Feue:r I a$zt§df Cork-Streer'
Ath of Janvary 1806.

5
_—
L3

SS s e
By Amount of Puimmcnta:y Grant, nett - 9'{93 11 8
Subscription . o i - 1413 6 —
Donations - ; - - 51 — 2
Balance of Account of Buildings, &c. « - | 82 — 7
Amount of Hay and Grass, daduﬂmg Ex-
penses - 39 19 11
i o
i 2551 15 &

qf Bm{dmg& cmd Premzses, the 5th Janumy 1806.

; £. 4
By Nett Pmperty nfl:he Institution - . - 1300 IT 10
Said Property arises thus, viz. . ,
Balance of Stock last Year - £ 62 8 5]- 3
Furniture paid for by Trustees,
and now transferred to ex-
- hibit the Accounts clear - 843 9 10 2
Ditto purchasedin consequence
of extension = - - 183 12 10
Excess of Income above Ex- :
penditure 2 - 211 & 8%
RE ' —
T e 1300 17 10
SR oS
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Tﬂﬁ Establishment of a Hotse of Recqviry for thé
feception and prevention of contigious Fevers, the first of
the kind built and appropriated to this obje& exclusively,
has attra&ed the afttnum‘i of all those who regard the
wcifa.rc of the Community.

Hmpl'tﬂs have beén deemed a necessary part of the IMH '
institutions of all civilized societies; when the poorer of ol
classes of the cummumty are affli@ed by disease or accidental ment,
il:uury, their poverty fhus increased by the Interruption of
their datly labour, }ﬂ‘tcludc; them from obmmng those
comforts or assistance netessary to alleviate or rémove theie
suFerings.

" Medical of surgical aid, afterition of nirsé-tendess, mie-
ﬂu:mr: suitable diet with fresh air and changes of clothing,
dre necessaries to the sick which the poor canmot obtain
but .in huspital's The benefits of such establishments
extend even to the ficher classes of society; for not to
mention the gratification which benevolent feelings must
expericnec from the redudtion of haman misery, the kbours
A3 :



Want of
hospitals in
Dublin,

Particularly
of medical
hospitals,

4;
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of the poor are rendered efficient to the rich, and d'scontenty
with all its formidable consequences, removed or prevented.
Obyious as the necessity of hpspitals may seem in z large and
populous- city, remarkable for thé poverty of the lower
classes of its mhabu;nt:, }ct it has been ascertained that
Dublin is more-dficient in accommodation of this kind
than most great ¢ities in Europe. On examination we find
the deficiency to be most remarkable in hospitals for the
reception of diseases strictly medical, although they con-
stitute by far the larger proportion of those to which man-
kind are subje. Dispénsaries it is trué, exist in many parts
of this, as in other citiesy with much advantage to the
poor, but the only mcdmal rch:f alfnrded by such insti<
futmns is medicine, the cffedts of whlch are often coun-
t:raﬂcd by the mlscmblc remmen, which the pwcrty of the
sufferers obliges thém to aclopt *Till within a few years
past, since the establishment of the House of Recovery in
Curk-strect, the Hardwicke and St. George’s Fever Has-
pitals, thfrc Were not more than 54 beds for the reception
of medical cases in this crowded metropolis. In the year
1800 it was calculated ¢ that there were 240 beds more i,
Landnn than in Dubliny respeft being had to the r:latwc_
populntmn between the two cities; and cnhsrqutntly that
in Dublin 2760 persons annually wanted that relief which
i London is provided for those in' similar situations.”*
Since that time there has been an incréase to the number of
medical beds in Dublin, but were we to' institute a similar
cnmpaﬂsan bétween the two cities at the prcsent day, since
the accommodation for medical patients in London has
been encreased within the same period, particularly by the
establishment of Fever Hospitals, we should probably ﬁn&
that the general truth of the above statement would still
femain. s S '

Among

* Reports of Suh-ﬂommﬂtt: for bettering the condition of the poar,



. 5
1S 4k g; :

ﬁmbng the d:waﬁ*’sf m‘nlﬁﬁ&i those "wHISh “Eppeat!ito Contagioas
extend from (one individual to another; and: ‘are: ithiente Sicises
denominated coﬁt:ﬁﬂual from® ﬂmr freuency and! lct:n‘ﬁ'{“r
ugu‘tnem, cvidcnt]y ‘claim n'méh of the attention of thmi
‘who interest ‘themselves in 'the alleviation of human calas
m;ty Il appears frbm thc Londoty bills of mortality that Moru]’;tf
thq dmths by cuntagmu: dnca.'.cs aln;nt:, c¢onstitute above Pecasioned’
une-mth of the ‘whele . il :

To thé applicationl of hq‘spitals for® the rehief of Such Hence the
discases; supérior inducements  preseat themselves; .every :Fthc::ip?uﬁ
person o affliéted may be considered as a cedtre from whick for their
contagion may: spread-indefinitély in every ‘dire@ionguhis/“cPSan
removal therefore into an hospital may be the means of.
rescuing a familyy ‘a- neighbourhood, &r: éven a  whole:
country fromallthe horrors 6f a contagious épidemic, and
we may be allowed to say, that hospitals appropriated to
contagious 'diseases are as superior to'other medical insi-
tutions as preveation is to tetnedy: It isi not necessary at
" present to dwell on the melancholy consequences of con-=
iagifm—thc i‘a?ﬂgﬂ'uf the contagious fever which has oy =0
19 lately Jaid waste 3 considerable -part of Europe have fromthe
roused the attention of the public to the means of averting ﬁﬂf;nf 5
such calamities, and’ will probably operate t0' recommend: contagiony
“the extensive establishment of “institutions for prevention.

~ From a conwé'tmn clfthf  superior utility of such huspltais
establishuents

sk
- L]

4 Thé total mortality from the year lg.g:ﬁ to the year' 1752, ins
clusive; was 168,276, which, divided by 41603, the number.of
deaths from contagious du-cuu, ‘gives nearly 44 for quoticot. T he_
woral mortality from 179§ to 1800, mcluuw:, wis 152.806, whichy
divided by 23812, the number ol deaths from contagious discasedy

ncarly guolienty 3 :
BAVES G:4 DeaTly o ﬁ;]_g Willan on tlic I}im:ﬁ of Londob
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establishments of this' kind have been formed in various'
places; the small pox and infeftious fever the most gene-
rally diffused and most fatal of our epidemics, 4re now ;E-
ceived into such hospitals with the most important
beiiefits to the community.—The application of general
hespitals to such' purposes has been deemed an inferior
system to the exclusive appropriation of an hospital to each.
particular disease. Contagious distempers somefimes spread in
general hospitals, and endanger the lives of other patients
and the attendants. The means of ventilation and puri="
fication cannot be employed to the necessary extent, from'
the presence of patients in other diseases to whom thag
system would be injurious: but where the hospital is exclu-
sively applied to the reception of one disease; the building
¢an be adapted in the first instance to the propeér: treatment
of that which it is intended 1o receive, the same principleg
can be observed in the furniture and accommbdations, and
such a course of internal régulations pursued as may best
conduce to the benefit of the sick and the public at large.

On comparison of the different kinds 6f such establishments,
we shall find that hospitals appropriated to the reception
of colnmeon contagious fevers deserve the first rank for im-
portance and utility 4.

Contagious fevers fréquently constitute above one-fiftlh
of the diseases of mankind; thus from the reports of the
Meath-street dispensary, the operation of which ¢harity has
been confined to the same distri@® nearly with that of the
House of Recovery, it appears that from the year 1803 to*
1805, 9559 cases were relieved, of which number 2464

~ were févers, :

; T Y In
4+ To prevent ambignity concerning the wpecies of discase alluded
to, it may be ebscrved that it Is known by the names of Typhus
Synechus, Continued Fever, Putrid Fever, Gaol and Herpital Fever,
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" p Liverpool,” when' its ‘population’ did \‘not’ excesd
63,000, ‘3000 fever palients were annually relieved: by the
d?ip-ennry To:Waterford; thepopulation: of which icity

1s between 30,000 and 40,000 the ln.nual number® df'.fe?u-
";pncnt:u was ntarly 16@0 MO N

. From the Landnn bll,ls of monph.ry it appears that the -
annual average number of deaths from fevers dtmng “the and by their
Jast century, has been 3133, duriog the Lt 50 y:an of mortality.
&hat period:2424. ¢ -

_ The deaths frpm fcvm frequently constitute one-teath
of those from alI other causes conjoined. This the yearly
average numb-cr uf deaths in London 1s 194;3 which,
divided by 18’:‘.-9 th-e average of dc:uh: :ﬁ'nm fevcr, gives
103 for quunent I1

We cannat,’ from :m,y registry kept in' this. city, state
with en&nm _thc annuai numbcr of deaths from: fever,
: but
,mmwmw . '
3 Average of 10 years from 1701 to 1710 . ., 3230
se Jiral SRRSO ¢ 071151720 oo i 8656
W 17al |« 1730'. . . 4037
s B 1731 1740107 L343
TR AT 1750 . G ASST

&t 1751 17600 ... 2564
it od w76l 1770. .. 3521
PSR TTL - 27800, . . 2589
S e 178l 1790 ... . 2459
A S e 1800 . . . 1988

Mum&uln Mtnf an_ institution for the pr_tmt_ing o’

§ See Report of thnmﬁrhuumsmmﬁmnﬁfth PRqn
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but if the population of Londen be to that of Dablin as
1000 to' 182 4, and the annual number of deaths from feyer
in London 2424, between 400 and 500 persons must be
supposed annually to fall viéims to this djsecase in this
city, as we can bardly doubt that there is a proportional
mortality in Dublio, .when we consider the poverty of the
Iower classes of the people, and the numerous existing
causes that tend fo produce or spread the contagion of fever.

The general diffusion of this disteinper, its constant
existence among us, and fatal consequencés thus estab-
lished, might be supposed fully to confirm the utility of
hospitals for its reception; but another consideration dé-
duced from the nature of the disease itself remains, namely,
that it is comtagious. The introdultiond of .one infe&ed
person into a family has been known fo occasion t_ﬁc’ dis-
gase to spread through a whole house or neighbourhood,
and the sime dwelling bas remained thus occupied by in-
feQtion for mounths, or even years: The removal of a fever
patient may therefore produce effefts far more extensive
than the relief of the sufferer, by taKing away the sobrce
of the infection, thus preveoting its spreading through

§

fhe family, and éccasioning beggary, ruin, or even death.

Here we may observe that the nature of fever is such as
to' render the means of prevention of more importance
when applied to it, than to other infedtious diseases. The
most generally diffused'distempers of this nature rarely attack
but once in the course of life, but fever has no limits fo
the frequency of its recurrence: thus it has been known
t6 take posseision of a family, not merely by affe&ing
different intividuals g s’uccésinu, but hy' frequent re-
lapses in the same person to the extent of five or six times;

. add

£ The' pofivtation oF Lorl@bn” it stpposdth to bes equal neatly to
amillion, that of Dublin has been determined at 182,000,
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“add:to this, that we lh_r'.'gl:-ﬁmn}r'mun's for Eu'i;pb"'siﬁﬁ that
‘fever is often generated by causes‘independent of contagion,
“nanjely, by the concurrence of ‘filth, bad air, and mceu-
[’lﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ.lﬂimal cfﬁuviil‘,‘.r'whii:li we do not know «to*be
"‘gﬂ_llpabl_: of -pmducing"iﬁ:&y ‘other’ contagious disease, and
“fevers thus generated aré equally or Sometimes more infec-
tious thanif they had originated in the first instance from a
‘contagioussource. . ' '

e In.-;whatcmf_de'grqc.-the nicher classes of society may be
sbenefited by the establishment of hospitals in general, they are
-mest important gainers from institutions for the reception’ of
~fevers, Oﬁﬁtﬁugaﬂ moral considerations ofthe. duty im-
wposed on them by the leisure their: circumstances afford, to
iexert their taleats and mieans to améliorate ithe  condition of
the poor, it must be obvious that the prevention of misery

.and discontent, the promotion of industry: by iecuring its
foundations;, namely; ithe healthrand strengthiof those who
-£xercise it, are objedts of sélf-interest to' those whom  Provi-
-dence has thought fit to place in the' more elevated stations
of life. But there are'other considerations of moare weight
perhaps with “some 'minds, :that bowever remote in situation
.or circumstances. theiricher classes may appear .to be from
the poor, yet there: are innumerable <channels through

;nihich the contagion of fever may diffuse’ itself from the
Snfected tradesman' tormechanic, to those who from their
rank in society: and habits, may entertain the belief of full

\security fromits approaches. “To purchase the necessaries
of ' life which fever prevents the requisite exertions to obtain,

infe&ted clothes are. transferred to the shop of the pawn-

‘broker, where eitherthey come in contaét with those of” the

“servant of therich, or'arca&ually conveyed by himinto
their families, » The washing of clothes in infeéted dwel-

lings, and thesmaking of wearing apparel which afterwards
passes to the very persons of the opulent, are a few of the

B means
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means by which contagion may be propagated. W haye
been credibly informed, that clothes bave beep madeap
at a house thus infe&ed, in Mark’s parish, far a servant to
the first family in this country. An instagce lately occurred
to one of the physicians, where clothes were making up for
the privates of a regiment of dragoons, ina room not ten feet
square, in which they were adlually in contaét with the hed-

' 8 T

clothes of a person labouring under an infefiouns fever.—

To the benefits that arise from thus extending rekief to sick-
ness and want, and affording protetion from oneof the
severest of human scourges ; we may add another of con-
siderable importance, namely, that by collecting together
under one view a number of patientsin such diseases, thus
affording the physician the means of observing their different
modifications, ascertaining their nature and the remedies best
suited to their management, information will be colleéted,
and improvements in medical pratice introduced, the
benefits of which will extend even to the opuient contri-
butors to such establishments, who may happen to be «<imi-
larly afli¢ted :— T he opportunities for observation and im-
provement afforded by .such an hospital to the medical
praftitioner, are almost too evident to require illustration.
In private pra&ice, irregularity in diet, alteration in the
state of air and clothing, mistaken interference of friends,
clandestine use of other remedies than those prescribed, with
various agents, interfere so often with the regulsr course of
the disease, that the phyvsician is too frequently :unab!i:in
appropriate the changes of symptoms to their respeftive
causes ; but in a well regulated hospital, the sick are placed
nearly in thesame circumstances, whilst they are coropletely
under the controul of the physician; hence the effeéts of
remedies and variations of symptoms can with more cer=
tainty be obm;wﬂ and compared together, and conclusions

fevandy
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deduced’ froni thé' ca¥es of patients so' circumétanced,
mutt evitlently be éidtled 10" a supérior degree of credit.
Froni' tHe imperféet staté of miedical science, and of the
Kndwledge we possess’ of fevérs in particuldr, the oppost-
_rities' afforded 6 the physician’ of acquiring information
a'hd":lddhig to'the means of curing diseases, should be al-

wiays ranked’ dmong the beénéfits’ to be derived from'suich’

institutions. 3

‘Having premised thus far on the obje&s and advantages
of Fever Hospitals, we miay briefly sum them up in the
following positions:—1st. The prevention of infe&tion.

—9d. The alleviatioh or removal of diseases=3d. The’
acquisition’ or diffusion'of medical khowledee, and con-

clude this part of our'subje& by affirming, that hospntn]s <0’

constituted as’ stzadily’ to hold these nbjc&s in view, will’
produce as much good to the community as’ can bt :’xpt&cd
froni stichjnsticutions.

Previously™ to- entering into a détil'of the operations of
the House of Recovery, it may bé necessary for theinfor-
mation’ of those who: are inaccustomed to consider such’

subjedts; to establish the foundation on which the sysrem?

. of prevention rests, by some remarks on the subjeét of con=
tigion.

By contagion is' meant a peculiar matter that passesfrom
the persons of the sick to those of the healthy, and occa-
sions:disease ;- we are certain that this happens in the in-
stances of the Small-pox and Cow-pox as is proved tous:

Ly the'practice of inoculations: on extending our enquiries;:

we find reason to attribute the origin of other diseases to
contagion, the evidences for which does not appear at the
first view to be equally demonstrative, although' on closer

General re-
marks on
contagion.

Contagion,
proofs of ita
existence.

investigation
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cas¢ investigation it is altogether unquestionable ; the plague ma

be produced as an instance of this kind ; seclusion of th
sick from the bealthy is known to prevent the spreading c
this disease, thus, at Aleppo, the Europeans escape th
plague by living in the suburbs, and shutting themselve
up in their houses ;* thus too, in countries frequentl
visited by that disease, the inhabitants of colieges and mo
nasteries, who live secluded from intercourse with thei
neighbours escape while pestilential disorders rage.

Thus also in the year 1772, when the plague carried of
daily, above one thousand persons in the city of Moscow
the- Foundling Hospital, containing above 1,400 persons
and situated in the centre of the city, was kept almost com
pletely free from the malady during the whole perioc
of its continuance, by cutting off all intercourse betwee:
the inhabitants of the hospital and those of the town
and fumigating all articles intended for the hospital pre
vious to their introdu&ion ; to these means were adde
a careful examination of the sick each day, and wheneve
any suspicious symptoms appeared, an immediate sepa.
ration of them from the healthy; thus, although i
seven instances the plague made its appearance, yet it neve
extended farther.t Stronger proofs of the contagious na
ture of the plague, are afforded us by the frequent instance

" of its communication through the medium of bales o

Cotton, or other goods brought from Jjnfefted countries.—
From comhining evidence of this kind, we have proof
=mﬂuntmg to demonstration, that some matter is generate
in the persons of those who are infeéted with this disease
capable of producing it in those previously uninfefted. =
The
* Sce Wilson on fevers, vol. 1. page 430,

+'S ¢ an extra& from De Merten’s account of the plague at Mox.
eow; Med. and Chirurgical Review, vol 6. p. 7a.
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«Tihe 'contagious:, natareipf the. plague, -once established; which ren-
affords @ strong: presumption from the analogy. betweenthe ders proba-
ble that of
two sdiscases, ithar. fever. is :also. \communicated by similarifever.
- meansy ymany - of the.best informed. iphysicians, considér:
' 'the plagueto; diﬁin from thes common feveriof these coun= -
| mesyin degree: only :fitimpstaat Jeast,-be allowed: that-the
analogy)between . them s wery - sgreat,-and the observation
thatithe malignant fever succeeds;and -follows; the. plague;y
| seems toadd strength; to;the opmmn that. the latter is;merely. *
;maggmvattd mahgnnntfcvtr- R S

| But l:hc ﬂldencc nf the pmpagatmn uf ﬁ:vcr by LDnta-
gmn .does not rest on such grounds unly onfohs:rvmg 1ls ::T:E of
| | progress, we find it :xt:nd itself thruugh families after the, the exis-

mtrodu étion ofsnm: pcrson Iabourmg under.the ducn:«c we tence of,

wfebrile con- 3

=-ﬁml it alsn n thr: ﬁ,rsr, INstance to a:tack those. who ha.ﬁ,rg tagion.
. been nmrcst tn the, sick persnn, and| gradt;mjlj,lct to pass
lhrough the w\hulc fumly, whilst v.rml;nrs, thuugh preyiously,
healthy, are not unﬁ-cqucutlg mmllarly :mackcd lIs In fever
._:]so, as in the pjagu.., sccluunn uf the: su:k fmm thc
§ hta]lh)' has bccn nsccrmm:d tP pn:vtnt the extension of r_hc
.dlsca.st. o . L

’
R IR ,‘r'h; e | 13814 o= '.l-i

“h has, howcvcr, béén abpﬂcd mthc w:tdnm uf sPr:
q;]anun which bas of late years so !'r:qu:ntly led to the
'c.gllmg in qu:stmn of :stahljshcd apinions,, that as persons ,E.F.__,-
.in‘thc same famlly, are pfacm inthe same circumstances with
rgm;d to du.-t, mr, r.qu.-.ur;;o efﬂuwa, and. geneml flabits:

of

*'i-:.". i - '~"‘ f"f*" Gl b & a1

Dh_]t&mlu
lhl'#tl.’td

"‘f me thc unt:j I:cpt :r. lh: l'-‘:wr HoipltaI in Eork-m-cr.t :
i;"ﬁﬁ_.cm that 392" persons wcit“')ﬁtackcd with !‘:vcr wﬂhm a ihart"
time pmmru: to the remanloﬂﬁu pitients who ‘had become the
ohgeﬂmf relief;, and itimust be observed, ithar the above number does

_ motistate with exa@noessthe fa& on tl:ut hc:d as fromthe pature of -

mcummncc;, ‘there must be many omissious,
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of life, fevery' miny arise from the limited operation of thés
causes, tending to generate disedse independently of con-
tagion: But such' objeftiens; when' examined, sérve only
to extablith more firmly the coritrary opinion:  For if it shall
appear; first, that where the above supposed’ causes o
fever ave in' fuli"Gperation, - that still the discase proceeds
as: if it were propagated” by comtagion; #nd se¢ondly, tha
where no cause” but contagion can be supposed to’ operate,
stilb fever spreads amongst those' exposed to'it, and lastly,
that the speedy removal of the sick' frony the healthy will
occasion a reduétion in the number of fever-patients to be
found within a limited distrié® in a certdin time ; all such
objeétions must at once vanish. Now it ‘is observed
that the progress of fever is gradual, that it first seizes
on’ somi¢ individual who has been exposed to its influ-
ente, atid that' it afterwards spreads through the family,
by first attacKing those who haveslept in the bed with the
sick person, or who'have been miost exposed” to the febrile
effluvia. Frequent instanices of this kind have occurred to
the extern Physicidn to the House of Recovery, and there
can be'no doubt;, but that accurate observation, would fur-
nish similar proofs in a great proportion of the cases where
fever spreads through a family. The following examples
may serve to illustrate these positions :—

Abraham Gaynor; by trade a Weaver, with his
seéven in number, took lodgings at No. 2, Sweeny’s lai
imimediately adjoining to a Cat-gut  spinner, where they"
were constantly exposed to the nauseous ¢fMuvia which ex-
hale from animal intestines in a state of ‘putrefa&ion. Ina
short time, one of the family, a girl of 16 years of age,:
sickened with fever ; soon after, two children, from- 8 to-
14 ycars of age, who slept in the same bed with this pa«

-~
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tient were also.attacked :—The mather; whose attentions 2o
her children, imight be supposed  to expuse her, mare par-"
cularly o infeétion, was the next whom  the - distaniper -
seized ; then sa child iwham she at that time suckled yvas:
added to thequmber of sufferers: —The father, whose og-
«cupations preveated him from being.so coostandy as:thEsrese
within the sphere of contagion, was the last whom the: fevar
seized.: Qo considering the \progress: of the distemper, in
&his instagce, it swill the obwicus that it followed that course
exadidy whichymight be expe&ed on the ,qupppmzuu:of g
hemg pmpagated by cgamglou. : .

. The evidence af thE@ﬂjﬂEggms pature of fcvcm still en-' And (he
.p:rta:-:g if it shall Appear, that in' a small society of indj- great fr*;-*
viduals, upon whom no cxtraurﬁmary cause {:pctﬁtc;, except &“,{fh#

roximily to fever patients, fevers are more frequent than contagion
P P b £q alunc could

-&]}C} would hc amqngst the same persons m.undmary Cir- Ogcanion it
| Spmta.nﬂh ; thatthis js the case,. is confirmed by obscrya-
tions made in the Fever Hoespitals al-=3j 24 ablished in this.
gountry.  lIn the Waterford -Fever-Hespital, the nurse-
fenders and servants, were frequently attacked with fever-
Tnithe House of Recovery, in thiscity, wherc nurse:tenders
Lgrc employed fgr the sick, female servants in. washing the
'Qg{hqs, and portersia copveying the sickfrom their honses to
:ﬁchcﬁpu‘-& fevers cerzainly appearto have been more frcqugn;
ameng them than ordinary ; of nearly 80 persons so employed
}% wmgt{ackcd by ﬁzytr, in the courseof 'a year and five
m{-@, eleven of whom WETE Durses, an Ei’l\'l_ﬂf.‘, whl_ch_cqmr
fon . observation mustaconyince ‘every  unbiassed mind,
;}i'ouki not  have happened in the ordinary  course of
society, and asithese persons were better cloathed, better ﬂ:d,-
more cleanly in their persons, and lived in better air th._lg

m}nwcr classes of people in| general, the greater frequency
unf fcyer =mongsr. thcm, cannot be accounted for on any
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“other principle but that 'of the existence of ‘contagion. - If to

these faéts we add, that the removal”of ‘the 'sick from ‘the
healthy, prevents the spreading of fever ‘among the latter,
every doubt ‘of its contagious nature must be removed.
"This seems to be highly probable from the experience of the
Houses of Recovery of Maachester and Waterford, where
by the removal of the patient from his dwelling inte an

‘hospital, a considerable reduétion in the number of sufferers

from fever was brought abéut's' Thus the annual number of
feveérs in. Manchester, within an' adjoiniog  district, during
three years previous to the establishment of the House of
Recovery, was nearly 400, and,.during eight I:qﬁhths suc-
ceeding its establishment, "it was only 25. In Waterford, it
was calculated that the ‘#nnual number of fevers was by

similar means reduc:d one-half durmg the first ytar

Thns it seems firmly established from the progress of
fevers, the circumstances under which they are produced,

and ‘the operation of seclusion as a means of prevention,
‘that they’ are communicated, as the small ‘pox and'the

plague are, by a contagious matter generated in the persons

‘of the sick. The susceptibility of fever is such, that from

some observations mdde by Dr. Haygarth now of Bath, it
is rendered almiost certain that not more than ‘one in twenty-

' three of those expnééﬁ to contagion escape the disease, if

its aftion has been exertéd for a sufficient length of time
with a certain degrée 6f concentration, and without ‘the’ op-

position of those circumstances ‘which enable the constitiu-

tion ' to resist it¥,  Other causes of' the production of
fever are also supposed to ‘exist; confined animal effluvia,
as”of many persons crowded together in' an: unvestilated
plac:, a_:-.r :m hnspltals, jaﬁs, and cmwdod shrps, this opi-
s P s nmn

&

* ® Dr. Haygarth’s letter to Dr. Percival, on infc&il:frlln f:ir:t:,' P- 331

’

e —
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* nien derives support from a gircumstance observed by Dec-
tor Fordyce, that the lower animals, as sheep and hogs are
subjeét to fever when confined together: putridity is also
supposed to give rise 20 fever; but the proofs of the gene-
rationof fever by such canses do not appear equally demen~ »
strative with those adduced for-the existence of contagion.

- Ta these we may add cold; which in this variable climate
frequently operates as an exciting cause, and givesrise to
a fever which spreads by infe&ion ; a physician of eminence
in this city whose acéuracy of observation is: well known,
traced with care the origin of a fever which spread through
a family of 13- persons inl Tenniscourt-lane, and found it
te have commenced with a. boy u.*hp_had bathed while

ﬂrmﬁng. .

The existence of febrile contagion thus established, the Prepertics
nature of the contagious matter seems next to demand atten- :{un‘imu'
tion; on this subjedt little more than conje&ture can be of-
fered, we have not as yet been able to colleét it, and ex-
amine its properties. 'Whether it be a gas, vapour, or mi-
nute solid particles escaping from the bacies of the patient,
are questions as yet undetermined.  The investigations of
some ingenious physicians, particularly of the learned Dog-
tor Haygarth have, however, determined certain of its pro-
perties, the most important for us to know ; amongst these
the principal is, 'that its operation is confined to @ short distance

from the patient, That it is thus limited in the case of the Its operati- -
small pox has been proved by dire& experiments; that the Smitcd,
mnugmus matter of the plagae ceases to exert its alion ¢
at the distance of 2 few fnel from the patient is almost
.:q;pﬂy gertain % the _analogy. between this_latter d:susg_
U H(: . T " and :

% Dr. Patrick Ruseel used tﬂadmnjst; medicines to great hnmhm

.fmdldth:plwmydquntaf:nmtwmdwﬂ;m 3
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and fever; we find to be confirmed in  this panticolar also;
the fever wards in the Chester Infirmary are sitoated within
thirteen yards of some other wards of the building; yee
during a space of abbve twelve years the contagion of
fever never seemed to extend itself from thence. In the
Edinburgh Infirmary, it has been the pta&ice for some years
pasty to keep the fever-patients under the same rosf with
others witbout any bad consequences, Similar falls are
related by the late much to be lamented Dr. Currie in a
letter to Dr. Clarke of Newcastle, in which he states, that
during ten years, in no instance bad fever extended itself
from the fever-wards either in the Liverpool infitmary or in
‘the work-house, although the latter of these buildings has
sometimes contained on¢ thousand four hundred persons®,
Faéls of this kind are of the first importance, as they shew
that when the contagious matter of fever has been suffici
ently dilyted by admixture with the air, it becomes inert;
aud as they establish incantrovertibly the efficacy of sepa=

ration of the sick from the healthy as a means of prevens
tiﬂnc . A

The existence of contagious matter established, we might
® priori expeét that it would attach itself to clothes or fur-
piture. that were in contaét with the sick persen; this is
found to be the case; bales of cotton have mnvt}*d the

plague

fifteen feet above the ground even. in the months of Juoe and Jely,
and being short-sighted he examined the sorgs within g0 short a dis-
tance as four feet; yet neither his family, nor avy other inhabitant
of the gquare in which he lived, were infedted by the catagiaa el
such a number of patients. V' Haygarth's ibquiry how to prevent
the small-pox, and Rugsel on the plagpe. :

* See medical reports on the effe@s of water, cold i et
J!méfﬁr;it,m.f).r.a,p_&ﬁ?mdi! ey coid a rm, by
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plague frum one countey to another ; and fever has béen.

communicated to a,person who slept in ‘the bed c]nlhta-

which thad been-used by a fever-patient; even the walls Qf
the apartment in which fever patients have resided, are

supposed to retain contagion ; instances have occurred ‘at -

the House of Recoyery in this city, in which the* fever
did not cease in a dwtlhng nntil 2 thnmu;h clc:msmg of iy

by washing the walls, #loors, and furnitare had taken
place. * =

Erom a variety of observations, it:appears nearly certain,
that contaglon.of fever in most instances lies dormant in
the constitution for some time before it produces the disease.
Thesm:tll pox.matier it is umvcrsa'fly known does not ex-

Remains
inert alter
being re-
ceived.

citeany a&tion for some days after lits application. TLate

exmr:mmts seem to.render it probable that the plague in
the same mnunergencrally lies darmant for about four days,
and frequent instances have ocourred to us, where patients
have sickened several days after the removal of the sick
person from whomythey had. received the contagion; this
is also an important circums tanr:e as it shews the neces-
sity of the nse af m:ans for. nbvaahrg sickness in those
:xpnscgl to conr't,gmn, even after the source has been taken
away.,

Althmtgh few persons remain uninfefted who have
been fully exposcd to the influcnce of its coutagion, yet
many escape who liave been near to fever patients.—
“The degree of ccrt:tinn that ‘febrile contagion has been
communicated to those. exposed, depends on several cir-
cumstanccs —lstig On' the duration of its apphcanun,
hence it happms that occasional visitars who remain but a
!.hort time meac the sick are bur seldom attacked, from the

C 2 ; - sam-:

~m Thé Jews were Yirected hjr Moses to pull dawn hauﬂ:: mft:t:d
1I:agr the leproiy.

Circum-
sfances
which give
certainty to
the opera-
tion of con~
tagion.
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same cause, medical attendants on fever-patients so gene-
rally escape.—2dly. On the quantity of contagious matter
applied ; hence arises the greater certainty with which fever
is produced by conta&, since the degree of concentration
of the febrile effluvia must diminish in a very rapid ratio.
with the distance from its source.  On this latter principle
is founded the utility of ventilation, which can in no case

be supposed entirely to dissipate the contagion, but merely
as it were to dilute it so far as to render it inert.

-

A variety of causes are known either to dispote the
system to receive contagion, or excite it into aftion.—
As the principal among those, we may rank cold, which
in these countries, particularly so frequently operates as an
exciting cause of fever; by confining persons to their
houses, thus exposing them to the a&tion of contagious
effluvia, and otherwise injuring their health, as well as by
preventing that ventilation which might dissipate the con-
tagion. On this principle, we may in part account for the
occasional prevalence of contagious fever with more than
usual frequency during cold weather. Every thing that
weakens the body disposes it to infection ; the living in
crowded apartments, where the air must be tainted by
respiration and animal effluvia, deje&ion of mind, bad eor
insufficient food, are all causes which, as they exist in the
highest degree among those with whom fever most prevails,
must be-supposed to dispose the body to receive contagion,
or excite it into aftion. On the other hand, contagion is
obviated by the opposite of those causes, which are to be
found in full force among the richer classes, among whom
infection is rarcly known to spread.  Habit appears to
obviate the adtion of contagion, a circumstance agrecable
to gencral laws of the animal ceconomy, which by use

' becomes
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becomes ipsensibleito the operation: everr nf stratrg 'pm:anf.

Hence'is explhined why strangers wke the plague after 1t

has ceased to-act on the inhabitants of a town whm it
has raged, and why persons from the country appear . par<

ticularly liable ‘to fever, .as obscrved by Do&or. Ferviar, .

(Essavs, v. 2, p. 183.) The same principle will explair®swhy
an cpidemic fever is most a&ive and spreads most rapidly
“on its first, appearance, and'why nurse-tenders so frequently
escape fevers, particularly if long accustomed to such at-
tendance. One of the nurse-tender's who died’ in the
Hospital took her illness a few weeks after the commence-
‘ment of her oftice; she had 'not ' been previously: accus-
tomed to attendance 'on fever-patients. ' © Qther circum-

stances mnre ‘within our reach are known to obviate con-

tagion ; of these; the most important is- cléfinlinesss con-
tagious diseases do not spread in the upper ranks of society,
in a great measure, probably, from their frequent ablutions
and changes of ‘apparel, and on the othier hand we observe
them to .prevail' just in proportion to the negle& of siich

Cleanlnesy,

pra&ices. ‘The principles already laid down, at once ex-

plain how cleanliness must'tend to the ‘prevention of fevers,
as it removes contagious matter from clothes, farniture, or
the surface of the body; which, although in' the first
instance inert, would by a.continnance of application, have
exerted: its formidable influence,” The eficacy of water as
a preventauve, evento tht':plague, is said to be nemphﬁed

in the water caniers at Cmm, who escape when the:

malady rages -in that city=” Do&or Carrie in hisletter to
Do&or Clarke ‘before quoted, observes; that the nurses in
‘the Liverpool Wirds are singuharly’ exempt from fever.—

‘-‘I”'I.H.‘r-

¢ This exemption Of the nurses from cont:aglﬂn (a fcw in-

b ;tancts czccpted) 1s to be am':burbd not merely to the
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¢ ventilation of the wards, but to the singular ¢leanliness
“ of the patients. On every onc of wihom in swhatsoever
“ stnge of the disease, complete ablution is performed in
“ one form or other at least once every day.” Such are
the principal means 'by which infeftion may be cbviated.

As we have every reason for supposing the matter of
contagion to be of an animal npature, we might expe&
that such substances as exert a decomposing a&ion on
animal matters would tend to destroy contagion, accordingly

Various  the vapours of mineral acids have been thus applied with
f:;;:d excellent effets; the vapeurs of nitric and muriatic acid as
well as the sulphurous and oxymuriatic acid gases have
been recommended, of these the nitric acid vapour appears
to have the strongest claim to preference, as the fa&s ad-
duced -in its support as a preventative by Dr. Carmichael
Smyth are sufhiciently satisfaltory, and as it does not
incommede patients, as is the case withthe other gases;
but we believe that their use may be almost entirely su-
perseded by attention to cleanliness and ventilation, an
assertion in which we are supported by the experience of
the Liverpool Fever Wards. But all these means must
‘be considered as partial remedies for the evil, unless the in-
fected patient; the source from whence it flows, be taken
away ; this is of all others the moust important step, not
But princi- only towards the alleviation of one of the greatest of
pally by sec- .n . ket
parating of human calamities, “but even towards its eradication, @
}rh:mﬂii‘;m ‘benefit, which if the opinion of its being propagated
healthy. chiefly by.contagion be just, it must be evidently within
the scope of human exertion to attain.

Occasional  Having premised these principles on the subje& of con-
causes of tagious fever, we proceed to shew, that the causes for its
E::: DM existence are to be found in an eminent degree in this city,

DPublin, and to explain the means adopted for its relief by the In-
. - stitution
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stitution of & House of Recovery, * a system ot more ex-
tensive operation and diffusive benefits than any yet men-
tioned. Inthat pamt of the city called the Liberty, which

from its including the old city, has been abandoned to the

lower classes of the people, the causes of fever have existed
in foll force.  In this distriét the densest population is to
be found. From a most valuable publicatian on this sub-
jeét, it appears that in this distriét the average number of
inhabitants to a house is abave thirteen, but that the popu-
lation - varies much in different places, thus, in Plunket-
street, thirty-two contiguous houses contained 917 inha-
bitar.its, which gives an average of 28.7 to a housel| In
lodging houses the inconvenience is stll greater, where
from thirty to fifty individuals are frequently to be found
in the same house,—we deem ourselves very fortunate in
being furnished with authentic documents on this subjeét,
by the publication of Dr. Whitelaw’s valuable work, he
states, (we quote bis words): * As I was usually our at
¢ yery early hours on the survey, I have frequently sur-
¢ prized from ten to sixleen persons in a room not fiftcen

4 feot

* The name of a House of Recovery was first apprppriated to
this institution at Manchester, from a eupposition that it weould cxcite
less alarm in the minds of the lower class¢s of the people, than that
of a Fever Hospital, and indeed as the operation of the charity ie

ditferent from that of an hospital, a diffierent pame should be applied
to it. .

i The whole population of Dublin equals 182,000 nearly. The
parishes in the House of Reccvery District were,

Parish. Population. Parish. Papulaion,
St. Jamics’s 6,104 St. Nicholas, without 312,5ch
St. Catharine’s 20,176 Part of St. Michael™s 2,579
St. Audcon’s 5,151 Do. St. John's 1,192

St Luke's 71341 Do. St. Poter’s " 2,438

] g { ]
s w4 .

Crowded
state of ine
habitants.
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¢ feet square, streiched on a wad of filthy straw swarm-
¢ ing with -vermin, and without any covering, save the
“ wretched rags that censtitute their wearing apparel.”—
The district which the House of Recovery has been ap-
plied to relieve during the first year, included a considerable
part of the town stated to contain the densest population
and comprehiended certain parishes in the vicinity, which
from their peculiar wretchedness, seemed to stand most
in need of relief. *  In this distriét the streets are narrow.
From Dr. Whitelaw’s statement, it appears that the average
number of inhabitants to an acre in the parishes included
is 249, whilst the same average number in the whole
south side of the Liffey is only 169, and in some of the
richer parishes, as St. Aone's, and St. Peter’s is only 114.
The density would appear much greater, but that much
of the space in the district is occupied by warehouses and
manufaéturing concerns. $—The crowded state of the '
poor in the distrit mentioned cannot be justly estimated .
from thisstatement, as the houses in the Liberty are much
smaller than those in the richer quarters of the town, the
number of rooms smaller, and thercfore the number of
occupiers of each room proportionally greater. From an
account kept of the state of some of the inhabitants of
houses occupied by paticnts admitted to the House of
Recovery, it appears that there were on an average nearly
six persons to a room. A great proportion of the lower
classes lives in lanes and back yards. The houses through

the
* See Whitclaw on the Population of Dublin, -

+ The density of the population in another city may be learned
from the report of Dr. Barry and Dr Daly; oun the Fever Hmpitial
in Cork, which states that 1go patients had been received in a year
into that hospital, and that 2,323 persons “resided in the houges
from whence those patients had been removed. ——See Reports of
the Society for promoting the Cpmforts of the Poor.  No. 7. page 66.
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the Libﬂ':ty in @& Lgnrﬂi ;ﬁte‘unpmuidt:d with privies, orthe
privies arechonked ups* ‘Ihe lnaes therefore, _a;;{f;gquenxly
the deposit of all tly:-‘ﬁ ith, of the adjacent dwellings.. ,g}
the attention of the se scavenpgers- is, seldam dlmrf];cd to thp.
<treets .of 1he I..lhern- ssull more nfgl{-;&cd are those Xen
| CESIES, which in faét, are hardly ever cleansed; the eon~
staut respiration; of air thusitainted, must gradually weaken
the: powers' of life; and if disease be not the immediate
consequence, the system is at léast . fitted for the rrception
of contagion whengver it presents itself. | On attendiog to
the state of the dwellings of ‘-tt}:,'.paar, we . find them too
often extremely miserable, . These evils, are_maost obvious
indeduing houses,. ‘Fo such habitations th‘:rc is @ CONMMON Honaes
staiyGaze that is never ;cleansed, awhich from_accumulated small, fithy
dirt altedks the senses like a dunghill, w!*;lstlr.hc cflluvia f.«.r::f”'
pens up in thesexc cesses is intolerabile to 2ll, but the miser-
able tenants.  Esach fioor is occupied by one or more fami-
litsythe ‘roafs and walls fréquently let in the rain; the
rooms small,: badly veatilated, often filthy- in the eXITEmE 5
the  beds few, -often northing, but ssiraw, strewed, on the State of the
ground; -the' bed clothes too, freqm:miv consistyof . a7 tenant
blanket only, avhich is never washed or changed, and the
.q:p:u'c'l worn by day s woften,the ounly night covering oi
che more wre tehed classes. I‘Iu: praftice: of inany persons
sleeping together i ihe same bed must ever prevail where
there is much poverty, and how it tends to spread contagion
las been established by the principles already lid down.
A considerable proportion of the inhabitants are manufac-
turers whose occupations confine them to their houses; the

D same

¥ Damel:r\li#r on the Coombe, affords a sir.king instanze of
this kind, pare af th-: houses of 1his lamre are in -such a miserzble

state that it is/neecssary 10 suppnrl them by props, thatexic nd frgm

house to houss acroes the lape, more than uanc-hall of it 15 uctu -

pied oa oue wide by a depzhillof unusval : ze and fileh,
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same room serves them for a work-shop, and to sleep imy,
to the almost total exclusion of the pratice of ventilation :
they are badly clad, often unprovided with changes of
clothing, and in consequence extremely uncleanly im their
persons, an evil which habit contributes to encrease.—
Food is sparingly supplied, or is of a bad quality, not
sufficient to give vigour to the system, and enable it to
resist the aftion of contagion ; or what is still worse the
means of obtaining it are often exehanged for ardent spirits
or tea. It may lend a support to the numerous argoments
against the abuse of spirituous liquors so prevalent in this
country, to state, that fevers are particularly fatal when
they attack babitual dramr drinkers. Other causes tending
to spread contagion are to be found in this quarter of the
city, for which we refer to a pamphlet on this subjeft
published by the trustees of the fever hospital. *

‘Where so many of the pre-disposing causes té fever exist,
it cannot be surprizing that such diseases should spread in
an alarming degree.—On consulting the registry kept at
the House of Recovery we find proofs sufficient of this
fat. TIn one of the columns appropriated to registring the
nuinbers previously ill in the houses from whence the pa-
tients had been taken, we observe that frem five to eight
or nine persons had frequently been ill in the dwelling from
which the patient had been removed, as the following
table extra®®d from the Registry wiil shew :4

TABLE

# Observations on the causes that tend to spread contagion, by the
Trustees of the Fever Hospital,

1 These extralls shew that contagious fever is not limited to.par-
ticular quarters of the city.



e T
S ATABLE, . . W sk e

= g
it I g

= 3 2 - + 5 aer =
S — T i ~ el

I ! .I.l-; -_.‘. 3

. NAME. |..  in REstDENCE. [ viously illi:
S ' ¢ R - : , $a 1mthu
e r 1 Dwelling.

. 1:'-‘ ; _.'._.',.I ] - .
“Andrew Judge " 16 | Thomaswourt | 6

i <
.

Mary Gore = | = 22 Coombe., Ao

M. Kearney 4 39:’ 1 Church-lane S 12 ‘

]'-"Jhil Tﬁélf_ —uis 52 Poddle b < . -6

Mary Murphy J 63 " Ditto ekt gl
"M‘i‘chaf.-il "B,l.]-l‘kt‘: ﬁl 74 ok -Ha‘nuvcrrlanﬁ ! X g

_-]r.;ph'n -1'3}*rn;:-.- _:ﬁﬁ | Dirto i ._3 TR

R: Fullam e 272 "W:aw;r's-squaré o |

i [ Spratlr_-'.‘ - 287 Gibralter-¢ourt " G BN

C.Lyoch = | 384 | Dolphin’sbarn | 4

: MHJ'Y :Chlli'nar . |- 400 Ditto ] 6

The above extrat sliews alsg that the distemper prevails :
in cvery quarter of the city inhabited by the poor. The ...
constant prevalence of contagious fevers in this -ﬂlsﬂ'l& the House
apounting at times to such an extent that above ane in forty :;;lccn-
of the inhabitants were relieved by the Dispensary during
the year; excited the attention of a bumane society .'uf indi-
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viduals who had long devotedi a large portion of their time
to the alleviation of the distresses cuifered by the poor in
sicknéss. The destruftion of conraglon by velieving the
poor and promoting cleanliness, bad for a considerable
time been their.-obje& 1o attain, but without effe&, so long
as the patient, the source fn:-m whence contagion originated
was suffered to remain in a crowded dw elling. Encouraged
by the success of the fever-wards at Chester, the Houses of
Recovery at Manchester and Waiesford, in checking the

Pprogress of infeftious fevers, they formed a plan on A mMore
extensive scal: than any hitherto instituted, by which a new

building was to be erefted, in the construftion and arrange-

ment of which the observation and ExpEl’!EﬂCE of those
who had dire&ed their attention to this subjeét were to be
taken advantage of and applicd in the best manners
Through the benevolent interference of his Excellency the

Earl of Hardwicke a large sum was voted by Parliament
towards the building of ap hospital, and its-annual support,
to which were added the nobly liberal subscription of nu-

merous private individuals. By the regular and unr'rtniuing ;
attention of the humane persons abave alluded to, whe
constitute a principal part of the managing commiitee, the
hospital has been built on a plan of superior exceilence, the
same exeriions have largely contributed to the perfe&ion
of thg system of its internal arrangements. ¢

A short description of the plan of the Hospital mav .
be nécrﬁsarg to explain the medical system plmnrdr-.~,
with the patient. * The grnund selected for the site
of the: Hospital is a field of ncarly tlree acres in the

immediate vu.:mty nf the distriét nucndﬂd to be relieved.
It -

® In tlie rgllnwiri'g description of the plan of the Hmpni;‘i we have
been assisted in our arrangement by an account of the Hospital pub.
lished in the report of the wntl.r for prnmnun; the -comfoits . of the

‘poor, by W. Disney, Esq.
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It is mearly. the Lighest ground in the. neighbonrhiaodkof

Dubiim, and the suyface of: the soil is. perfectly. d.rv,i-{l.n
abundantand never failing supply of water runs through it.

Ip is situated on-the sontly westérn side .of the .city, cense-

qu:nth from t' e prtvalrnnc of ‘the winds from this qngrtr:r
it as but seldom.involved in the smoke or effluvia hich
would otherwise reach it.—In: the. construétion of the bmld-
ing, to procure a complete-separation of the sick from those
whodre recovering, two baildings are constructed, running
parallel: to each other-at the distance of 116 feet, asunder,

and conneéted only by a covered colonade, avhich SErves -

the purpose of cnnvcnng the patients from. the sick to the
convalescent side of 'tlie house; and as. a walk for.the can-
_g-a_ﬁ:sécnté, ‘for which it is well fitted, as it.js ;pen on. one
side to the south: , The <astern building contains the sick,
the western the iconvalescents, by, which arrangement  the
,p::qbab‘ilit}* bf the rfansmissinr; of noxious effluvia from: the

sick- to the C.Uﬂ?dlﬂﬁ,ﬂdﬂt wards 15 diminished; in. conse-:

quence of the prcvuitncepf westerlv, winds.—The diretion
‘of the buildings in length is from..north to_south,, thus the

inconvenience of gouch light on the wards is obviated: as

aniichias possible, and atrhe same time ventilation is. pro-
‘maoted. by the western exposure. . Each of the houses s
three .-.xﬂn:s hlgh,. avith ‘underground . kitchen, and ;store
rooms: Lhe lower story in: the house appropriated : to. the
iSICK 18 parl:l;n aceupisd by narde, partly by store rooms :md
other apartments: -J"’Ehe upper storics are sulklivided into
‘wards for the/patients, It was at first a guestion. whether
Jlarﬂg or smiall wards awere. to e preferred.. The larger wards
were’ ‘pacormmended: by, lhg::r more couml:t: ventilation, by
‘the smaller surface: of walls, for -contagion to sttach itself

Sm:uf
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Two
boildingm,

Direftion of
them.
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to;. 2ndiby the lesser expence the ;smailzr by their. af'nrﬁ P"’ﬂfﬂlblbm

“mg the means of t:pmnng the pnt;eut.:s, and by the incon-
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venience being avoided of the patients disturbing each
other, as well as of the shock which the appearance of
death must at times occasion, the smaller wards would also
admit of more frequent cleansing and fumigation.—Pre-
ference has been given to the sub-division of wards which
experience seems to justify. These wards are ranged along
each side of a long gallery, that extends the whole length
of the building, one gallery is appropriated to men, the
other to women. ‘The dimensions of each ward are 16 feet
by 11 feet 3 inches, and 10 feet and a half high. The
walls are perfeétly plain without any cornice or projeétion
that mighrt impede the operation of sweeping or whitewash-
ing, or encrease the surface to which dust or contagious
matter might attach itself, similar principles have been ob-
served in the. constru&ion of the window frames.—The
fever-wards were originally intended to contzin two beds,
but in consequence of the extension of the district to be
relieved, three beds have been introduced.—The bedsteads
are of cast iron with boards laid across on which ticks filled
with straw are placad, the blankets are rather of the better
kind, and the sheets are of Lleached linen. Ventilation in
the galieries is effeted by three open grates in each floor
vertically opposite to each other, and two louvres in the
roof, and there is a2 window at each extremity of the gallery
that opens from above. Each of the wards is ventilated
by the door, window, fire place, and a tube inserted in the
extremity of the cieling most remiote from the fire place,
and continued to the upper part of the house.—The venti-
lation is so complete that no disagrecable smell is ever per-
ceptible.—To ensure cleanliness there are water closets on
each gallery.—kach of the nurses apartments (of which
there is one on each gallery) is provided with a water cock
and bason supplied by a fon:mg pump, which tends to the

prutt&mn
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p!u&&mn of the nurses b)‘ ‘affording them the .means. of
washing themselves after they bave beey in contach ﬂtil the
patients—all the painted parts of the house are white, the
articles of dress and furniture are of the same colour, (with
the exception of the quilts which are made of materials
that can be washed,) which affords the advantage of allpw-
ing fumigation with the usual acid materials when deened
necessary.— Ihe house opened with accommeodation for
40 patients which has since been encreased to 80,
In ascertaining the proportion 10 be kept between the Proportion
number of sick and convalescent beds, recourse was had M"ﬂf ‘0
to the plan of the Waterford House of Recovery, where ‘it ccnt bece.
appeared that the sick were to the convalescent, nearly in
proportion of 2 to 8; but experience has established that
ju this city, the number of sick exceeds that of conva.
lescents and that the proportion should rather be inverted#,
This difference in the results of the two Hospitals can be
accounted for by the difference of the duration ¢f fever
in the two places, combined with the different constru@ion
of the wards; fevers in Waterford were more disposed to
terminate critically at an early period than in Dublin, be-
sides as the Waterford wards were larger, it becamne a matter
of importance to the recovery of the patients, from the
noise and disiurbance produced by a number of sick, to
send them to the convalescent side of the house assoon as
‘possible, a praétice that tended ro diminish the number
‘of patients ar the sick, and encrease that of the conva-
lescent side of thebuilding. In favour of the sub-division of
‘wards it has been nb.wrvcd that relapses appear to Lave been

less

iStc extrall from ::.1 unnuﬁr of the Hevse of Recovery, by
Wilham Dispey, Efq. in 7th nember of reports of society for bc::-r-

ing the condition of the poor.

"
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. less frequent in the Dublin than in the Waterford Haspieal,

which may be attributed to the more complete separation of
the sick and convalescents in the former Hospital. Te
prevent unnecessary intercourse between the sick and ‘cons
valescent parts of the establishment, the servants, furniture)
dresses, and various accommodations are different.—The
system of the Hospital has in view to sele@ the particular dig«
easc which it is the objeét of the charity to prevent.—2nd.
To free the patient from contagion and expedite his recoverss
Accordingly three physicians visit the Hospital ‘each day be-’
tween 10 and 11 o’clock. To facilitate the patients ‘ad-
mission, no recommendation is required, but any appli=
cation is attended to if made before 10 o’clock in the morgs!
ing, when a physician fromsthe Hospital visirs” at their dwels
ing the sick thus applying, sele@s from them those who
labour under fever, and gives a ticket of admission : '#hdl;:-"
this is received at the Hospital, a covered carriage placed on'
springs, applied to this use only, so construed as that the"
patient can lie at ease in an horizontal posture, and furnisHed "
with a bed is sent, in which the patient i¢ slowly and cau-
tiously conveyed to the house.—He is stripped ina reception'*
room appropriated to this use, and “his wearing ‘apparel put”
inpto cold water preparatory to its undergoing 'a complete’
cleansing—The patients face, hands and feet are 'washed
with warm water, he is provided with clean linen and ‘eont
veved to bed; he is visited each day by a physician’ who
keeps a journal of the case, marks in a table the diet to'Bé"
used, and gives direétions as to his medical trestment, whieh'
are speedily carried into effe& : when the patient is able 1o
sit up he is provided with a white wrapper, stockings and .
slippers which he wears until hLe is it for removal, when
this is the case, he is furnished with the dress appropriated.
ta cen v_llcscents, and passes to the convalescent buildingw_- '

when



:lw W«hcn ﬁt to be ﬂifm:ssed the wearing appus! ‘-‘L.' ought
by him into the Hﬂnn: is mm;ncd’ after having undergons

pnr‘i’ﬁmﬂun and cxpmnrcaa the air. Such are themum <5

by which contagion is mp_ptcssed in the person of the sick,

%

to the beneficial cunsequenct.-. of which, ‘may’ be added,

'thf.- :H':& produced on:the ‘mind of the patient, by Javing
:wnmn,,af cleanliness puﬂucd in his person for a consi-

derable time, and by shewing the possibility of the praéh:;c -

of cleanliness as well as the cnmfart; it produccr-

“With rcspc& to the aco,r_;d pa:_-t of the s}r:tcm of the
“House of Recovery, viz. tlie application of the means for
destroying contagion within the sick person’s hab:t:tmn,
a printed ticket of advice is given to the patient’s friends, in
which yarious parukulaﬁ conducive o thepgesornr@®ion of
contagion are recommended-—w hitewashing ahe dwellings
of the poor has been put in. pradtice by the Sick Poor In=
atm,mnu in Meath-street, and is still performed by the same
Echanty m the {iwcillngsnf parients sent to the House of
Recovcx}- The efficacy of whitewashing in such cases
has been long established; 1ime is known -to occasion. the
decomposition of znimal matters, and thus perhaps operates
in destroyi ing the manter of contagion, which is probably
of an ammal nature. Ju the. direflions issued from the
IMan::hcstEr Housc of Recovery it is saidy the lime shounld
‘he slaked wbu't, it is'to be used, and thar the whitewashing
should be p‘l‘?&nui whil .t the mixture is bubbling and hot:
Thm c;rt:unﬁuni:’ri are mlﬂanam as lime is more n&wc

System at
the patients
babitations.

:_ as, ;h,c VADOULS _that n.:g from frcsh aked  linie f0ld °

the latter substance in.a Stafe of minutedivisian, therefore
_are hkely to come in cona® with, and destroy anv ‘con-
tagious effluvia that may flaat in the atmosphere. The re2
moval of the infe@ed patient from the midst of his family,

s , T S . and

-
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and the cleansing of his dwelling, though to be ranked
among the means which tend to cut off the very source of
the evil, are of themselves insufficient for the attainment
of this great obje&, without attention to the removal of
those causes that either generate contagion, or dispose the
body for its reception.—The cleansing of back yards, the
removal of different nuisances, the affording those wha
have been near the sick the means of baving their clothes
purified, and the more minute purification of the furniture
of infefted” houses, are objefts which have not escaped
the vigilant attention of the Committee, and will no doubt
be met with the zeal and ativity their importance merits.

It must be a pleasing refle&tion to those engaged in this
work of mercy, that even the remote effe&s of their
exertions will tend to the attaipment of the objefts of
this charity : the prevention of poverty by obviating sick-
ness, the improvement of the constitutions of the poor
by removing nulsances, the introdu&ion of cleanliness by *
facilitating the means for obtaining it; will all be the con-
tequence of such benevolent endeavours, and will all tend

to eradicate contagion.

From the short time elapsed since the prrr;ed'ing system
has begun to operate, the fullest proofs of its beneficial efleéts
can be hardly expefted; yer the latter we may form a
satisfaétory estimate from the detail of particular instances
afforded partly by the Registry kept at the Hospital,
but principally by enquiry made at the dwellings of
those relieved. The family of Michael Donohoe, * who
lived at No. 12, Weaver’s-square, were visited by fever,
the mother and children were first attacked, and lastly the
father; five individuals of this family were sent to the

House
No, 1191 in the General Registry.

$



*CO d ﬂ:mr d\l'ellmg whrte;wuhed Ind
j'_''?‘1‘.1‘.'1121].ﬁldtrtl on thﬁ 5th of September, since, which: nmq.
there has been no sickneéss in this family.: - This mqmry@
'm ‘made two .months after the father had/been admitreds .

= ;.,g‘_.-.,..._ — F At

Fiu'ﬁ persons. wcn: ittai:kcd w:th a fcvcr in thc roop? uf
Many @Qsbarne; at 127, Ntw—atrtct ;% three of these indi-
viduals. were sent to the. Hnus: of R:covcry : the rm:m was.
whimwashcd, the. wmdows thrown open, the bed clothes
and wearing. apparel .of the tenants washed. . On.enquiry.

_at. the dwelling (l;wu months after, the farm]y was, .com-
plctciy free from snsckn:ss. Wit _ B

Iu. a room. about fnuneen f:ct squm situated. in an '
| ;nt;'y ad_]accnt to 34, Plunket-street, cight persons sl:pr, + -
_a fever hroke out among them, six individuals. were at=
tacked. Tht}f applied to. the House of Recovery for re-

lief ;- rhey were removed into the Hospital,. the room ven-
*tﬂ:m:d and fumigation: and. whitewasbing employed. . The.
“bed clathes and, wearing npparcl alsp “were carefully. w,ashqd
“and aired. This was done about the 25th.of August,—
On visiting the dweiling on the -11ih of \*uwcmbcr follow-
_ing,, the f:u;uly still continued to occupy .il—no sickness
had’ appcan:‘d since the pr:w:nratw: micans had been em-
; Pmy:::L Jt conveyed a pleasing senasation ‘to (observe, that -
ﬂhc p‘m&m:,,cf (.]c:aulmess seemed to havebeen introduced
into this poor famn['.r, the  staircase: and ‘the floor were
m:uch cleaner than is: usval,, the clothing am:l persons :}f
thr: Dc.cuplcn ncre 1&11!5.@ manncr unprpw:d o A

g}

X Ina mlmble _ we]lqng s;ruat:d at Lhe rtmnt-: c-xrfgmlgy_.{
pi memry ad_;mgmg ta Nq. 8,, Patrick’s Close, a fever i

| £ S o el aiadse
S e e e 1065 General Registry. '
:__ ‘ .i‘ ._- 1:'.':
G 1 A f‘mtha No. ro4s, iuthe General Regittey.:

= caddeo3 fac ) .
iy e ] i ] y -
"l . ; ] % .

L



36
had constantly prevailed for many months. Enquiry was
mude at this house, and ir appeared that nine persons had
been artackud with this diste nper, three of whom had
died Tlke cwrcuins ances of this abode of wretchedaess
must have contributed in a peculiar manner to render it
the sea’ of contagion; the entry extremely narrow; the
dweliing remate from the strect, the dirt and offals of the
numerous inhabitants colleéted on one side of the door in
a dunghill that exhaled all its effluvia to the windows
placed over it: Several of the tenants were admitted into
the House of Recovery, and after the admission of James
Dunn, the house was thoroughly scoured, washed and
~fumigated with muriatic acid vapours, the bed clothes of
some of the tenants were also washed : after this the fever

ceased ; the house was free from sickness when visited three
months after cleansing. ’

Frequent admissions to the Honse of Recovery had
taken place from No. 6, Stills-court, a lodging house ar
the upper extremity of a mnarrow blind lane on the
Coombe. The resuit of enquiry shewed that five persons
had been attacked with fever there, previous to the ad-
mission of Michael Byrne, on the 2d July. ‘The distem-
per was principally confined to one garret-room.—This "
case was represented to the Managing Committee, and it
was sugeested, that more than usually a&ive means should
be employed to destroy the contagion, by whitewashing,
scouring the floors and furniture, and by fumigations with
muriatic acid vapours, which were put in praftice in a
complete manner after the removal of the sick, and with the
happiest effe@s. On visiting every room in the dwelling
on the 12th of November following, there was no sick
person to be seen there, nor has there been any since.—
To superficial observation it might have appeared that

' fever
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fcvrr ?lﬁdhpmmluaﬂhei‘e er : -
Been admitted lntummmﬂnﬁpiﬁ afews day&tﬂ-}bf#ﬁi’ii =
*viﬁtg ‘but inquire shewed thav-heriliness began in asiother
‘house whero she afted'as a- s:eﬁmnh, 40" aswet Kitchen; ‘and
thiatishe bad comé to ‘thislodging: on ‘being taken il At No.
45% Tsland-street, « feveribroke, it beginning with (B¢ facher
‘oftithe family ‘William Ly’on, 'from whom it spread to'bis
wife'and four t:h‘:[drn-n., They were all admitted® into the-
Hospital on' the samie day, July 22, thé& cellar in which
‘they dweltwas whitewashed and’ élmﬁ‘s'ﬁd; on returning to
their home, ‘amother of the family sickéned and was re-
‘ceived into the House of R’eﬁuvcry' Their abode was now
ﬁ.mmgated ‘sith' muriatic acid “vapours, afier which the .
‘sickness ceased, nor has it Srm:l: appmed y-mﬂgh near foﬁr
‘*mﬁnrh: hﬁVetlﬂpsc&. = :

T E

It was nhscrved that th: nppnnumnts for'medical mfor- R emathica
‘'mation” which a Frvmf{ospiml offers must be considerable. the casca
'-Thc d;ss:'ts: is wery gcncmﬂy dlEuscd and is speedy in its ?.dm::md.
“progress and termination, the first of these causcs tcndstﬂ
furnish a constant supply of patients, the second. .to insure e e
‘a rapid succcs:;mn of them wirthin a given time. Hence, E“:H
“the number of paticnts admiited must be greater in this than
inother Hospirals of the same size; at lm: dunng the com-
mr.ﬁ‘ncmr_nt of its npcramm..

It is . hom tm cerﬁun 'thm the bcntﬁt‘s uf this C‘hantv
'hav: :mt been so w’idﬂy diffused as tBexe is every reason to
suppose will happen; ﬁ"hep s objeSts and the excellence of
its arangenents, are., muﬂ: uxtens:vtly known. . A variety.of
causes contribiite ‘to preveat the poor fromembraciog th-;:.
“advantages of such an Institution ; their relu@ance to expose
thgmiwﬁg as the ub;o&ts afchmlahlc relief, or to cunf:ung
XA : . the
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the existence of fever in their houses ; their dislike to
quitting their families and placing themselves in the helpless
state of sickness under the care of strangers, besides the
general distrust of a novel system. Itis, however; with much
pleasure we state that these objeétions are daily diminishing,
and there can be little doubt that time will completely re-
move them,

The registry from which a great part of the following
conclusions has been drawn, states the sex, age, place of
residence, the number of persons in the patient’s family ;
the trade, the day on which the patient was taken ill; the
day on which he began to recover, the day of dismissal
from the house, with general remarks on the cases. These
articles are filled up partly by the physician’s ticket of ad-
mission, partly by the daily medical reports on the cases
of the patients.

In a part of the succeeding statements, we have been

assisted by the reports of Dr. Thomas Mills’s cases, who

Fut part of
fever pati-
enig admit-
ed.

Proportion
of males to
females.

acted as physician to the charity for above three months.

The house opened for the reception of patients on the
14th of May 1804, the distri& to which it was limited con-
tained about 57000 inhabitants as already stated, from which
were admitted in fevers 647 during the first year. That the
above number constituted but a part of the fevers of that
distri&t, appears from the statements of the Meath-street
Institution, where about I000 fever patients were relieved
during the same time by that Charity.—On inspe&ting the
annexed table, we find that the females constituted the larger
proportion of those admitted, this might be expeéted, as fe-
males are more numerous in society than males, and it has
been ascertained that the proportion between them in the

Liberty
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Lﬂih’y g mnar]yvth‘a‘t.aﬂﬁ 4 ﬁ 8. Itis hnwev:r‘ifébablb«that o

the proportion of male 1pht1cntn in'ithe House of Recover
ig-oncreased bv theinflux of ‘men to the capital, and'the
greater iuuccpnbllmy of str:ngtrx to: contagion as befoi'&
ailud.cdz tosi: The latter opinion  derives support ‘from the ‘
 proportion: of: fcmnltrm ‘males admitted into the Wihterford,
Hnu:c‘uf Rccuvcry, _b-cmg greater in that chnnty than ben:

_ 'x

[ BR

L e dmvu attention t'hat"whencvt'r a remarkable increase . :

“aithe numberiofipatientsthas taken place, that it'is chiefly lﬁ;ﬁfﬁi

_ oft females; thismight be exp:&cd since whenever fever of females

“is ‘more contagions: than usval, it 'must spread pnnclpan}.,' at particular

times,
among those “miost exposed ! to “its infiuence, consequently
females whoilive ina great measure within daors are on

gl Agt_; af"
such occasions 'the grcatfst sufferersi—On msp-e&hng the patientalds

itab]c, we (observeithdt fever seems most prevalent among per- mitted:

13

_pccu.harly unsusceptible of fevers, but the small number in

o
—
1

sons of: from 20 to 30 years of age, and next inthose from
30 to 40, this' prevalence ‘however js probably apparent
nnl}'; as we are tolerably certain that there are more p-crsnné‘._ ;
in society a&ually lwing at those than at any other ages *.
It.may be also supposed that the age under ten years was

this' columm arises: from the charity, not Teceiving young
childrén, t}wmg ‘to) thc nunierous in¢onveniencies that would.
| St B den W ~ . . < ‘artend

Ao 5 ] b

. The ag.ts of" ‘l"i .permm w]:o lived " atithe hmn:: from whmcc
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attend such a measure, an imperfeftion in the system ren-
dered nccessary by existing circumstances, but for whw,‘.k
future exertion may provide a remedy. ot

It is with much pleasure we are able to state that
Mortalicy e
in the Hos- MOtwithstanding the . numerons  causes, that tend to
etal. render fevers fatal in their termination among the poor in .
this quarter of the city, that the proportion of deaths to
recovery is by no means considerable: when compared with
that of other Hospitals, Of 647 patients admitied, 41 died,
which is somewhat less than 1 in 15, but it appears
from the registry, that of these 30 only were fevess, the
remaining 11 were other diseases which either had existed -
before the patient was attacked by fever, or had supervenedto
. the fever after the patients admission, and some cases not nf.
tire proper descripiion were admitted in consequence of the
imperfect knowledge which the extern physician can acquire
of the state of the patientyin the short time of one visit,
The proportional number of deaths is consequently mot
compared M0rethan 1in 21, When we compare this mortality with
withthar  that of the Manchester House of Recovery, our assertion
ﬁm‘:i}::{k is confirmed, in the latter institution the mortality in 1796
was nearly 1in 11, in 1797 about 1 in 13, and in 1798 les
than 1 in 18. The usual proportion of deaths from con=
1agious fever in London as stated in Dr. Willan's report, p.
229, is 1 in 17 or 18 cases, In the London Fever Hospital
the Mortality was about 1 in 12 during the last year ¥,
T'his difference in the mortality of this distemper in favour
“of our Hospital, originates probably from circomstances in-
".dependent of medical treatment that render fever less fatal -
in this country than in England, among which we may per-
haps rank principally the fuller living of the people of the
latter country, particularly in the use of animal food. ”

" 2 . Jt -

£

® Sce reports of the Institution for preventing contagious fevers in
the metropolis.
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15 ;g@n@b};,ﬁhgp gphe _g_.nﬂ.uence Df the: Hm ‘1:;511 on: ;hc

,nmrlal L}r in: fevers caquut br; {uﬁy mfcrm[ rnm fl}e e::-_

_____

fgp_nd tp }w,r}r ccnftdmbly in dgﬁ’er:nr ycars at ::h: Watr:r-
ford Hna@c of B.;cov,,m)r T.hus it appcarx from a rcgun}r

aof 1159 .cases received into. 1hat Hpsp1n[ that i in. parl‘ of:

£he year 1799 the ngprtahty wa; 1in 241,'111' 1'800 it ﬁeas
somesvbas less than 1 in 17, and in & parc of 1801 it ‘was
dess than 1 in ~Si-0 Acqurdmg with the gcncral ub&crvauons
of Physj,cmn,s, we havc fau,nd that the monahty amang those
3{1@;@51’,19061-;35:3 in a rapld prapnmon with zgn: 'I‘hus
1u;g,f those «._v,vgi;up a;hcd th: ages were as , follows :

i (i hane Ages. L Nllmhﬂr.
¥ Erom 10" :to 20 Yes
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Qg t_h: ﬁ,rst n]:)cmpg uf ’:h: Husp:tal m thu q{}r, thg 2

_‘mnrmhry was considerable, this qrosr: from mvml f:ﬂu::&,
I |'| =

the epidemic which then prtvaalcd was of a' dangerons typey

and the novelty of the institution, along with the advantage’

h:ld out ta-the poor, of excellent al:{endancr: from an estab-
'_hshcd dispensary, -made them defer their application to a
late period of the disease, ‘when they were alarmed by the
severity of the symptoms.. The mortality has at no ptnod
“been so considerable. smr.’e that time; and-we hLave ‘every
.reason: to suppose tharas thv: institution, advances in the cons,

_confidence of the pubhc, the number of deaths will diminish .

Ja the same proportion. . - i 3 .
' E - an'l

:"'_ Cumpan: this with the proportion- nf azes in this qu.u'tu of the
nty, stated in Noteat page 39.
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From the registry we can colle@ proof that fevers havea
tendency to terminate on particular days reckoned from their
commencement, hence called critical days: some physiciaas
question that there is any tendency of this kind in févers,
butthe observation of those who have had extensive opportu-
nities of determining this point, place it bevond doubt. ' We
might by reasoning from analogy expe& critical termination
in fevers, since other febrile diseases are universally allowed:
to decline in a large proportion of cases on certain stated
days, this is the case with intermittents, the small-pox,
measles, and scarlet fever. From comparing different ob-
servations, together we believe that fevers exhibit a tendency
to a critical termination of this kind, much more evidently

- in some places than in others, and that the day of termina~

tion differs also confiderably in different places and at differ-
ent times. Thus. from the quotation already given from
Dr. Willans, reports (note page 233,) it appears tl:llt
the 14th is the most usual critical day, one-fourth of thﬂ,
cases adduced by this respe&table and learned physician ter-
minated in London on that day, in the year 1799 ; but
during the yeac 1804, in this city the days of termination
as observed in 193 cases at the House of Recovery m:h

- some accuracy, were as follows:

LR |
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We have riof found that death has happenéd-on any
particular day in preference to others, though' we believe
a tendency of that kind frequeatly to exist, .

It has been observed, that on the opening of the House
many cases were received that exhibited symptoms of a
formidable appearance.—The inhabitants of the Liberty,
from the bad air in which they live, are subje& in a bigh
degrec to peftoral complaints, by which the danger of fever
is much encreased, such symptoms are in general rendered
frequent by damp weather.—From the abstraét from the
registry of the weather, the month of May when the House
opened was wet, it rained during 22 days of this month,
which will perhaps account for the greater frequency of af-
feftions of the chest; with this were often combined symp-
toms indicating great debility, the pulse frequent and irre-
gular, with palpitations of the heart. In many cases also
there was great prostration of strength, in some incances
spasms, with these symptoms were frequently combined

t irritability to external impmsﬁinns, the patient uttering
shrieks on waking asif in acute pain, a symptom indicating
considerable danger. ‘The tongue in many cases was: loaded
with yellow sordes, in others it was dark coloured, presenting'
an appearance a$ if covered with the lees of wine, petechiss
were also frequent, and gangrenous sores occurred in the
parts exposed to pressure. Billious vomiting, a “mpm
common at that season of the year, occurred in mapy cases,
and along with it 2 symptom which we believe is often ob-
served in the worst kinds of epidemics, that the bowels in moss
instances were either more free than natural, or a diarrhosa
was present ; as the season advanced, delirum was more
frequent, and in many instances obstinate.—In autumn the
disease was rmlder, the pulse «cldom rose above 100, pectoral

symptonw



symptams sppearedanibuta fewi cases.— Of 82 male! ca
thats ‘acdurred: fmﬂn "ﬂ)ﬁ- lagter end of August' tp;
.mtm:d- awieok-in Septemberyi the chest seemed affeéted in nin
‘cases only,  and' that dighﬂ}: Y Delisiunm: accurred s-cldom,
andiit was genorally of aimilidkind. In some of the casss
wheve the * délirium: wasviolent and. ather symptoms mo-
dérate; fartirigsd . antimony given till'it occasioned nausea,
prodiced good effedts, thts.tyn'tpmmar ahlt:d ‘with sweating.
or & cnuc:al :ruptmn. <

anhzﬂs the'end of qurembcr, deep seated pnm:smend:d
the'fermination: of the” fevery: they were relicved by anti~
-m‘dn*i-hb; snenocd&di by pcm'wm ha.rl:.

Iw:he btagihmng nf Glé]:nb:n a mma.r}:.ﬂblc tcndmcy to. -
h@morrhage ‘shewed itselfi inrmany cascs, in-most instances:
from the bowels; in one it took place. to a considerable

citentfrom a sqre on the foot, - tis “patient: dud, lividity, of
therextremiitios- comiing oni-before death, In many of the
- preceding casesi cold was assigned as thecause of theirillaess,,
on'maore Afinure ingnity: the discase could be traced, to can-
tagion, we have often observed that the poor attribute theic
illness to-uald; althoughvthey have received it from.contagion,,
& cirewmnsmance to'be: explained: from the a&ion of cold as
=N exciting causs immediately preceding the attack, while
thatof contagion had been exerted at a .more: remote: pe=

" miodi—~As the winten advanced; symptoms. of antumnal
diseases ‘were mingled: with those of. feven, particularly
bowel comphiints; a cammon oceurrence. at, this season as .
: maficed by the celebrated: Sydenham: The fevers now be=
eameof longer duration; several of the cases in- Navember:
- were/protradted  beyond: the 14th: day : pecroral.complaints
T b}m 0o TROANS. SO/ ﬁ-equnnt as formerly. The E:uz;
b "d b ¥ -
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varied from 100 to 116: the muscular strength was but
little impaired, pains in the limbs were frequent, delirium

as wsual occurred, but without ac(:umplm ing bad svmptoms..
The tongue was white and moist, an appearance it generally

assumes in the summer when bilious symptomns prevail : the

bowels were in general free or were easily moved, a pustular

eruption often appeared in different parts with relief tothe '

symptoms, In some instances there was a disposition te.

gangrene.

In January, the cases were in general slight, the pulse

little quicker than natural, the strength but little impaired,

many of the patients complaints of headache and a sense of

tightness in the head; which speedily dissppeared.—In Febru-
ary and March, affe€tions of the lungs were more frequent than.

before.—Almost ‘all the patients aseribed their complaints.
to cold, a circuntstance to be explained by the causes above
méntiéned, as well as by the variable state of the weather

at this season of the year. In March, peftoral symptoms
encreased in frequency. Many patients complained at this
time of pain in the bowels, encreased by pressure, giving
rise to a suspicion of the presence of inflammation, but this
symptom ceased on the use of laxatives. At this time the
appearance of diseases in- other respeéts were more serious
than usual, delirium prevailed in a considerablé proportion
of the femalé patients. 'The symptoms during the remain-

o

det of the year differed but litcle from those describedy

éxcept that pains of the bowels were a more frequent symp-
fom, and were relieved as before by laxatives. It is need-
less to enter into a relation of the remedies employed in the
above instances, as it is well known to physicians, that when.
fever cannot be arrested in its progress in the first ine
stance, it is by combating m:lmdualsymptmlhmhsw

-1‘-.
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can be subdued, the detail of which our present limits will
not permit us to eaterinto. We must however observe,
. on the subject of a remedy of great importance introduced E:ldhigl'ff;
into practice by the late Dr. Currie, of Liverpool, the cold not admis-
affusion of water, that peftoral symptoms have prevailed .
in so large a proportion of cases, and in so few of the re-
mainder did those circumstances exist that allow of its applica-
tion, that it has been but seldom empln}icd ; perhaps the oc-~
currence of an epidemic of a different form at some future
period, may render admissible a pralice, which the ex-
perience of so many well judging physicians has proved to
be useful.

With these remarks we conclude, anxiously hoping that
the minuteness of d;tai‘l into which we have sometimes
entered, whilst it presses convi&ion on the uninformed or
incredulous, may contribute to the extensive adoption of
what we consider, one of the greatest benefits humanity
can bestow, not only on the suffering poor but the public

at large.

Francis Ban{cer,'
William Stoker,,
- George Hagan,



