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The admission figures show a decrease on 1611 but the report
indicates that the hospital is no wiser as to what caused the
1811 epidemic,
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Annual Report of the Managing Commillee of
- the House of Recovery, and Fever Hospital,
. in Cork-Street, for the year cndine the 4Ath

Janugry, 1812, |

e, SIS e o Sy —

Fhe Committee have now to lay before the Subscrie
bers and the Public, the state of tbe Hospital and its
accounts for the year ending 4th January, 18I12. It will
appear from a comparison between this statement and that

for the preceding year, that the admissions have been

996 less in the past year than in the former one, though
many more than they were prior to the great extension
of disease that occurred in the summer of 1810, and which
was noticed in their last report. ‘The great increase of

expence remains in consequence of the demands for ad-
missions to the Hospital continuing, and ths expenditure
will be found to ecxceed the income by the sum  of
£806 15s. 9d. part of which being for completing New

Buildings, may ngt be expected soon to recur, .and it is
F A2 hoped
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hoped the income will be s0, incr%ascg as to mect

deficiencys

/

The Committee think it adviseable to repeat that n
recommendation is necessary  to entitle to admlﬁiﬂl‘i’: .bu
~dmission. must be left -at the Letter-box

Hospital  before hal.f

applicatiuns for
at the eastern entrance to the
tine o'clock in the morning, in order that the apph

may be wvisited by the extern physician in such . time, 2
that those whose diseases are ascertained to be fit for
mission, may be brought to the Hospital on that day.:
It is the rule of the house that’ no patient can be d
isited by one of the Phys:crans of the Hospi :"'_'_{

- manner than in the Hospital Carriage;

mitted until vi

nor in any othe
which is on springs, and the Patients are placed the

]

on a Bed, in a recumbent posture,

Gork-Street, 30th Fanuary, 1812, | ‘ '1
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1. .

18112, inclusive == e 9195
Discharged cured - - 8389
Died - - - 740
_ Remain in Hospital 5th January, °
1812 ~ - - 66
9195
In the Hospital 5th fanuary, 1811 - - 38
Admitted from 5th January, 1811, to 4th January, ..
1812, inclusive - - - - 1478 |
1 1516
i - - Gty A
%{ Discharged cured - . . . 1387
Diediet WS g
| Remain in Hospital 6th January,
b 1812 . - - 66
3 v’ —
E' 1516
g
1 ———
1
i |
B}
1

S

o, T

| "Admitted from 14th May, 1804, to 4th January,

. i
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Account ﬂf Tucome and Expenditure of the Hous -,
Dublin, fﬂr one Year ending

'To Rent and Taxes of Premises - -
Maintenance of Patients and Servants =~

House-bedding, Furniture and Clothing, wear
and tear - 2 =

_Salaries of Officers, Nurses and Servants
Fuiel, Soap and Candles o o
Printing, Stationary and Advertising = =

Medicines, including Wine and Spirits -
Incidental expences, including expense of Horse
Whitewashing Habiiations of the Poor -
Repairs - R = <
New Buildings 3 : i

ey w
71 .6

927 11 1o: |

249 16
814: 58
364 0
86 13
203 17
83 O
87 10
o) 14
172 6

d. &
4

Account of Properiy of ihe Institution, evclusive

5 4
6.
o
6

Loged ol
',['n Furniture and Hnu:r b:ddmg - 1578 11
Clothing - - - - 74+ 8

Government Stock - - - % 3806 9 i
Collestor in his Hands 7.2 s 4 8

» 2963 17 9
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of Recovery and IKever' Hospital, C'ork-Strm‘
ath of January, 181'2.

Lo sande

By Parlmmentary Grant,’ N:t - - 999" 8 'O
Subscriptions. .- . . - . - - 1171 7 l'ﬂg
Donations RE e s - - 102 .17 6
Amount of Hay nnd Grass, dcducnng Expenses 3511 10
Interest on Government Stock - 59: 65 7%
Interest from a Fund raised for relief of Dis- |

tressed Manufacturers given tempo- -
rarily to this Hospital - - 48 16 1%

Excess of Expenditure above Income - 806 15 9

3224 1 S}

qf‘ Buzldmgs cmd Prem:ses, 5th of January 18I2.

By Treasurers due them , = - 615 © 3
Net Property of the Institution - - 2348 17 1%
,",;,

2963 17 9
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- Commudiee :
Edward Allen, ‘John David La Touche,
John Barrington, Peter La Touche,
Samuel Bewley, Randall Mac Donnell,
Thomas Crosthwait, George Maquay,
William Disney, John Leland Maquay,
Thomas Disney, Joha Orr,
William Engilish, - James M. Pike,
Arthur Guinness, George Renny,
William Harding, Edward Swanwick,
John Hone, _ Luke White,

-Joseph Hone,

— : ' ==
Permanent Physicians :
Francis Barker, M. D. George Hagan, M. D.
William Stoker, M. D. Richard Gamble, M. D.
Temporary Physicians :
Thomas Mills, M. D. Joseph Lynch, M. D.
_;
Surgeon, Samuel Wilmot,
Register and Purveyor, Wm. Richardson,
Apothecary, John Nichols,
Collector, : Henry Harris,
Hoyse-keeper, . Jane Lccdnm,

Servants usually employed at the H o.spzfal :
Three Porters, two Whitewashers, nine Nurses, and

seven Female Servants,

pary -
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The existence of Febrile Contagion, and the suscepti-
bility of almost all mankind, if placed within its sphere
of action, to be affected by its baleful influence, being no
longer questioned by any person who has sufficiently con-
sidered the subject, it might be justly deemed superfluous
to offer in this; the seventh annual Medical Report from
the Fever' Hospitat and House of Recovery, any argument
in “proof of 'the utility and necessity of that Establishment;

- besides the simple statement, that it has in less than ecight
years, received into its wards 9177 persons® in contagious
Fever, from situations most. favourable to the indefinite
extension of Infection, where often to complete the sad
catalogue of the accompaniments of indigence, the anxious
parent, the only support of a numerous family, oppressed
by over-exertion sickens first, and debility and d-fjccﬁmi

being

®Alarge proportion of ﬁme persons were affected with otherdiseases
besides Fever, of which diseases, those of the Lungs and Liver were
most frequent ; but these Reports being for the public in general, aud
on a particylar disease, preclude minute detzil of such combinations;
it isin contzmplation, however, to take advantage of the mumerous

‘and important facts our registered cascs contain, in a future pub-
lication, more purely medical
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seizes all around in rapid succession.

Previous, however, to entering on an account of the occ
rences of the Hospital in the past year, in continuance of the

plan of the former Reports; it may be useful to advert brie r

plain how our system of prevention produces its efiects,

and. to point out how it is rendered less efficacious by

other useful applications.

L]

The opinion that human efluvia can propagate Fever,
only at very short distances from the body of. the iﬂfﬁt-
person, has been ably advocated by Doctor Haygarth, o
of the most accurate and successful inyvestigators  of t
laws of contagion, and he has supported . it by such a well

arranged series of evidence, that little doubt of the fact can

remain. The principle, however, if well founded, is of sa
much practical utility, that when testimony serving to cor-
roborate it can be obtained, it should not be withheld
from publicity; as such the following statement is given, 1

that though a large proportion of the persons ill. of I:'xvcr!

who apply, reside in houses in which there are

many
distinct families,

separated only by slight partitions, with
stair-cases common to all; and- thuugh it has been an ob-
ject of the Reporter’s attention and enquiry since the Hos-

pital opeuedy if Inﬁ:ctmn was communicated to the in-

L

~mates
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mates of the adjacent apartments, no instance of it has
occurred to him, or to any of his colleagues with whom he
has conversed: on the subjecr, except where direct exposure to
the miasmata, arising cither from the body of the sick person,
or the ‘clothes which were some time in contact wnh it
could bestraced.

The practical inference from this law of infection
may epable the visitors of the sick to perform their
respective duties with safety to their own persons; and in
ils cautious application to the arrangements necessary to
check the progress of Fever in large families, public’
schoals, and work-houses, may. prevent much unnecessary
alrnm: to the healthy, and much distress which the
sick would otherwise suffer by removal to a distanges

Another property of Contagion of no less importance,
though not equally understrood, is that when first gene-
rated, whether from ill veotilated and crowded habitations,,
where persons are kept for a long time. without, the
advantages of open air, as in prisgns and bolds, of ships;
or [from putrifying collections of: animal and.vegetable
matter, it is in its nasceot state capable of acting in.very;
extensive space, of which also the extern duty of the
Physicians of pur Hospital affords numerous proofs, asthey.
frequently see mapy families in distinct. buildings," and:
confined n:uatmns, attacked for several months successively
with the same symptoms uf Fever, of which some neigh-
‘bouring collection of filth is generally found to be the

common
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common _origin.  Similar observations have been made in
large old bhouses inhabited by many families, where the
depot for every nmnisance was nearly in the centre, so

that the putrifying vapour pervaded all the dwelling.

- "The Practical conclusions from these facts, will assist to
direct that general co-operation with us, of a’ well arranged
Medical Police, which is necessary to give our system full
cfficacy, and whilst it moderates the ardent expectationsof
the Philanthropist, it will correct the cooler calculations cf
the Political economist on the effect of our system of pre~
vention alone, by pointing out to hKim the causes which
obstruct 1if. : \

In turning to the occurrences of the Hospital for the
past year, the most striking and satisfactory which our
Registry presents, is the very great reduction in the list of
patients received, and alio of those previously ill in the
spartments of the sick, which will appear in the sub-
Joined Table, in which is given a comparative view of
the last three years, during which only, the establishment
embraced the whole city, and may assist any r;amninﬁ
applied ‘to the subject;

Years
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Years: {Total No. of - Contagious Sc::laun: Nn.

l _ Paﬁ:nts.; .« Fevers. previously ill
g 1 . : Al i : : oY
1809 | . 10s2% | . 1036 | 16 | . 2%
1810 f¢= 1774 1756 18 . 1004
1811 1 ASTLY o 121470 bavidonn ‘ 285

It 1s pmbab!c- that we have not yet sufficient dat:, to
_cnablc us o account satlsfactnnly for the :xtr:a.nrdimry
mcrﬁst of febrile patients whlch appeared in the year 1810,
nor the wvery great reduction exhibited by the Table in “the
subscqucnt year . the consideration of the following d:rcuml
itances ‘will ‘however ‘assist us to form more just CDI‘IC'I.ISIDI:IE
than we otherwise could, from the mere numetical - ‘state.
ment's ‘first, ‘that' the' growing mnotoriety of the; House of
Recovery, as® well asiithe increasing - confidence of the.
people; ‘especially “on 'the morthern side of the Liffey, to
which ‘it ‘had'' recently’ extended, must have had considerable
influence. ‘iniproduciog ‘the “increase of applications ‘in the
year 1810; and :secondly, that this cause still continued
though:in.a lessening -degree;, in the .year 1811 ; and a
mugh ‘greater number of persons ill of TFeyer, were brought
into

. @ The dsﬂ':renee in thnsnport frum that of the Cummt&u, is in
cqmequencn of the Parliamentary year c:ndm- Lh-c 4th. Jmul:ry,
imstead of the 31st December.

¥ - gl
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into the Hospital from remote parts of the country this
year, than ever known at -any former period, * and that _
but for thése causes the reduction in the past year would
have appeared much greatér than 'is expressed bjr “th'l:':
numbers given in the Table: ' :

Having premised thus far, it may be fairly i:l“t':rl‘i':{il
that whatever were the causes of the great excess of Fc'w.-r‘
in the: year - 1810, above other. years, whether that the
sources of Infection under some peculiar circumstances
were more abundant, or that the excessive use of spirituous
i.iquors gave greater susceptibility to the poor, or that
both causes combined, it is manifest that our system of
prevention still gives constant proofs of its steady progress
to the attainment of its object. J

The proportion of males and females admitted this
year, is mecarlyithe same, in which ' from Doctor Whitelaw’s
survey, they appear to  exist. in Dublin, a fact important
in so far as it tends to prove, that 'women . and men
are equally susceptible of Fever, and have equally availed
themselves of the advantages of the Charity,

The mortality of this year, though less thau ih
the ‘two préceeding, coincides very mearly as well with
the

. ® It appears that the number ef persons brought f.rum
the cduntry directly, and entered in our R&g‘nﬁtrj" ul:tﬂer the
dénomination of Itinerants amounted to 98; it is probable, how=
ever, that this number would have besm much greater, but that
many got refuge for a short time in the houses of their Friends
in Dublin, and therefore weie classed amongst the rcsidents in

the City.
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the - general proportign of  deaths, since the Hcaital
opened, as in the respective Mortality of the sexes; this
will be seen more satisfactorily in the following Table.

1 = —
"ADMITTED. DIED.

e | :

.| Males. |Female |l otal. Maies. | Females. Iotal.

188 227 415 15 or 14 or 29 or
1in 133 1in 1331 ia 14,3

474 | 550 | 1024 || 40or | 270r | 67 0r
I'in 11£7] 1in 203} 1in 153

592 676 1271 65 or 38 or .| 108 or
| f 1in 9} |Iin 1733|1'in 127,

505 595 | 1100 55 or 37 or 92 or
1in 97! in 161 in 1133

| 512 '559 1071 53 or 43 or 96 or
| | #1in 9% 1'in 13 |'1ind13

1809] 461 | 590 |1051 || 41%r | 420r | 83or
5o . . Lin 113| 1in 1431 in 123$y

800 | 974 | 1774 )| 7l or 83or | 154 or
Lin 11284 in 11§21 in 11§32

-

685 | 786 | 1471 60 or 550r | 115 or
lin 115! in 1433 1inl2 %%
4220 | 4957 | 9177 || 400 or | 339 or | 7390r
| J | 7in 103! 1in 142 1in 222

" This table does not exhibit the mortality of Fever, in-

asmuch. as a large proportion of the deaths were caused
C e
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by other diseases, which were ¢ither: from their nature o
long neglect incurable before Fever supervemed j son
the Facts developed are however too regparkable to bep: _.Tf
unnoticed, though perhaps to offer any explanation of thy
might be premature. The Variations observed in .'*’-_
mortality ef different years appears to be almost e -,f
on the side of the females, whilst in the other sex it
found much greater and comparatively uniform; by co
paring the years 1804 and 5, with those of] 1809 aml
this will appear more obvious, shewing, that as the proportio -_
of admissions of females increased that of the n-}ﬁ;:i
diminished. Besides the more temperate and less h us
habits of women, it is probable that their greater w--.*‘
of mind, more pliant fibres; and aboveally that provi
which nature has made for them peculiarly, by whmh
deviation from health is frequently corrected, may ¢ '
bute to the great differenee in mortality constantly ok -- " I':-'_'
among men and women, It may be added, that as simp le
Fever, unattended by ' local afﬁ:ctmns, is more freql; ‘
observed in women than men: the momh;x. of E ':'--_;.
might be taken from that of the former, mth

considerable accuracy. - -~ ' 8

The effects of the season on the Epidemic, and th
eonsequent forms which it assumes, are 1hge {
similar in every year, and as these have been very
rately. pourtrayed in. the, preceding Reports;. the rem

appearances alone in the Fever of the present
e noticed. :



I9

In January we find the same extraordioary malignancy
which characterized Fever in the latter. part of the prece-
ding year, and mingling with those inflammatory affections
of the Lungs, which are always found prevalent amongst
the :laborious. pgor in the Winter months, produceda most
fatal form nf“ﬁpidm_lic, which although not upusual in the
Hospital, had never been before so frequent, and hence
the extraordinary mortality of that period. The attack in
general commenced with well marked symptoms of acu;é
inflammation of the Lungs, sometimes attended with. those
marks of debility which denote the presence of Typbus
Fever; more frequently however this latter train of symptoms
¢ame on more’ insidiously’ on the third, fourth, or even
so late ‘as 'the eighth or ninth days; on this account,
several of the patients had been bled freely before admission
to the Hospital, having been supposed for scveral days to
Jabour undér Pectoral inflammation only, but such sytbptoms
were soon sycceeded by consequences which reandered farthep
éxperiments with that remedy unjustifiable. On the other
‘hard the use of Wine, or such remedies as would coun-
teract the debility pmduccd by. Typhus, was followed by
:ﬁmusz immediate increase” of the Pectoral atﬁ:cuuns, and
ql.so uf high delirium, perhaps the consequence of the obi- |
slructmn given to the retura of blood from the. head by_ |

ths v.!uca.scd statc of the Lll[lzi. | _ * ‘

Ty - - ] : 3 [ 4 - 'r‘ilui.

-'“‘.*"'" : i
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Thus forced to give up those remedies of estab sh
efficacy, in either of the diseases when dlstmt:t
were now so unfortunately cumphcated recourse was +
to local Blood-letting by Cupping or Leeches, gentle Py
gatives, and Stimulant Expectorants, and as the 'I‘thﬁihlll
Inflammatory symptoms predominated, to vary the rem fiess
where the former prevailed, the Reporter has often '--;ﬁa:-
best effects from the use of Barm or Yeast: a "rcn":_
which bhe does not hesitate to recommend in a ""'*.
Report of this kind, as he never has seen any bad co
quence from its use.

Towards the middle of February  the formidable
coinbination was nearly dissolved ; the distinct: mﬁdiﬁcq_t_‘iﬁ
of inflammatory and T}*phnid symptoms admitting 1of . the
free application of their appropriate remedies. And;thgu*
contagion became more active as the Spring appmagﬁ__;:
producing a greater increase of applications, in. March and
April, than had been ever known 10 any- cufrcspnnd_i
Months, the Epidemic was cmﬁparativc_ly mild. |

P 5 iii_

~
In May and June, Typhas Gravior again prévéﬂca;_-
accompanied by distressing bilious complaints; large Phlcgi-
mons were also frequently observed to form during Fever
or Convalescence, on different parts of the Head, Trunk
and E:tﬂ:mmes, a Symptom' which often attends Fevers d‘ ;
extraordinary malignancy; Wwhen these tumours dlsappcarch.
: ! withnubé

-
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L e ,uppuntlnn, considerable dtrangcmcnt of some vital

“function frcqucnlly fulhwed but a favourable Crisis gcnmﬂi
':uccc:ded thnr maturation.

Durmg _]uly, August, S:pt:mber and  October, thd
| .I-‘cu:r was uut marked by any - occurrence requiring parti-
‘cular notice; but.on the approach of winter, Pectoral and
- Bilious - complaints, « which are ‘always at that Season
: prevalent amongst the poor of the Liberties, combined with
iTyphus in a degree almost as. formidable as in the coms
. mencement of the year. Amongst its fatal effects we bave
‘to drplurc the death of Doctor G. Lee, a young Pllynclau,,J;¢ /g.rJ A ofire
thn, a short time before had been appointed one of thﬁ ’E72
Itr.:hpn:ur:nr]r Physicians of the Hospital, and who is said 0 4 /-" Jetime.
_h:re supposed that he caught his last jllness by wmiug i
or family, * ill of Fever previous to their admission
‘when prﬁbdﬁi}' ardent in contemplating the means of safety

‘for another, he neglected those which might have secured
this own ; thus in the last act of his life giving an, instance
of his zeal in the pursuit of useful knowledge, and of ‘4
thenevolent amiable disposition,

It

4

; * This Pamily consisted of a man and Wife, who were

bolh admitted in the Hospital; be was aged about 68 ycars snd
~she atioat 64, their symploms were very similar and of the worst
" Typhoid Type, sccompauied with severe pectoral and biliary affecs
- tumi; recoviry was long protracted, be hasiog remaived in the
"~ Huspital 40 days aud she 39, shen they were dismissed cured,
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It is very gratifying to observe that of all the Ny
and Servants employed at the Hospital, but two el
were scized with fever in the course of this year, as it prg
the efficacy of the regulations, established to render ¥:
fnactive, as well as the strictattention with which they -:
-been observed, and to every thinking humane mind, it m
mfford the purest satisfaction, that whilst these valuable pers
employed in the operative part, enjoyed immunity i
Fever, as a consequentreward of the discharge of their d
they have also an iucentive to fature exertion. ¥

I»

___To those who notice these short but faithful qm
this year also exhibits accumulated evidence of the extens .
q:ﬂicacy pf the Institution, in relieving the poor from '
calamity which overwhelms whole families, both with ¥
and incapability of exertion, and in opposing the ¢
certain barrier to its inroads on the affluent: Thus
ing the benevolent intention on which it was origin
founded, with complete success, and like the gemnine qua :
of mercy,

“ It is twice blessed ;

@ It blesserk him that gives and him  that takes

~ /0
WILLTAM STOKER, M. &

-
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Fi‘lﬂﬂ-j the #xl‘.ensinn of its Bensciits and the ];.
erhnn of yoverty, the Fupds. ﬂf;pm Iﬁ:ﬁmﬂmn} -

g m j o its maintenance,
i st year's printed Report mﬁnmgﬂ thiz 10

.n&gu.md that thera bard been edmitted .-.!.u:.n! lﬁ?@%ﬁ
2975 .-rr!;:;:: ifaﬁnrn}g under contazious ﬁm- exX=
ceedny t of any former year Ly <59, ‘ il:.mhﬂ-

have Been hitherto afforded by liberal mlﬂa “"E

il liciied's thers is o source, hmn_-u.r *udgﬁ
o Y uutumltrmpplg, and which cu mt"'

amu;;, that soyrce i3 pow imperiously cajted

’h’@s in their City an Hoepital, well idnﬁn rod, inte w]:iﬂf :
rp!nnus in contaglons fever are not only mi Eart solicitnd
“t9 enter, and thereby ure therr bofucs and fam i wamte&ﬂ-‘ﬂm

1 this direful scourge.

-_n;;n policy then, mrrhr this is worth a few guj ,tgmm*
Aor if {es is ﬂmm}mndnd} any exclusion beoowe nenss=
ssury through want of Punds, Servants must be the fira debarred |
edmittance, the lsbonring  peor baing the peculia olijects of .

 this Hospital,

* A Sub-Commitice hies been appointed to colinit S::hatﬁ[i
tions, and thus they do it—individual applicasion is Liorions.
end jrksome ; this they canuct undertake-—Lu: the bearsfult

; !u.u.ﬁmtmn whith the Committee enjoy, fiom hre superinten-
j nce of so nyjch uscfulness, they will not = rmmh. while

’:;t&lm ar hope support them. ’
It is requisted that Donations may be paid into the Bank of
K 'l.tm t Hon. David La Touche & Co. ,["'1:;1.1. ITeTs ; and tlist

Subscriptions be communicated and paid to any 7 Mem-
berrqf the Sub-Cominitive, viz.—
Samuel Bewley, ~ @Peter La Toucke, jun. and
Arthur Guiness, - Jolin Leland Maguay.
By Order, ;
. WILLIAM RICHARDSON; m:g

- Cork-street, 26th Sept. 1815,

The {ollowing Donations the Committee are already enabled
to nanuwlcdgﬂ -—
- Joseph Goffy, Feq. ... s £50 0 0

Jobin Leland Maquay, Exq. e 20 0 O

Rtight ITon. Henry King ... & ias ks 20. 0 0
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A LETTER

ADDREESED TO THE

MANAGING COMMITTEERE

OF THE

> FEVIER HOSPITAL,
IN CORK-STREET,

PERMANENT PHYSICIANS

TO THAT
ESTABLI SHMENT,

ON THE

TREATMENT OF FEVER

BLOOD-LETTING,
_——

‘ DUBLIN: .
FRINTED BY GRAISBERRY & CAMPBELL, 10, BACK-LANE.

1813,



MANAGING COMMITTEE,
&c. &c. &c.

GENTLEMEN,

The following statements intended for immediate pub-
lication are most appropriately addressed to you. You
are most competent to judge of their force and to attest
their truth, as the documents on which they rest have
been formed under your inspection, and are in your

possession.

In the observations about to be submitted to you we
disclaim all persunal feeling and shall, as much as pos-
sible, avoid all personal remark; nor should we have’
deemed it incumbent on us thus to solicit your attention .
had not assertions been recently and publicly made tend-
ing to affect the interests of this institution aswﬁ!l as our
professional character. T

You need scarcely be reminded, gentlemen, that in
consequence of the then unexumpled increase of the
number of applicants to the fever hospital you did on
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the 21st of June 1810 appoint Dr. Thomas Mills to
assist as a temporary physician, in which capacity
he acted during four months. Similar circumstances
induced you again to callin his services in the month
of January 1811 ~and in April 1812, which were
continued during eight months. Of his medical practice
he has published the result in a work professing to

demonstrate the utility of general bluotblctting as =2

remedy in fever.

On examining his book you will find that Dr. Mills
has stated (on your authority) the gross number of deaths
in the hospital. during seven years and about eight
months, to amount to about one-twelfth of the number
of patients received, or the proportion of deaths to re-

coveries as one to eleven.*

He has also stated that among the patients placed
under his care and treated by blood-letting, at one period
the average proportion of deaths to recoveries was less
than one to twenty-three, + at another period less than
one to twenty-eight, i and consequently the total average
proportion of deaths to recoveries, as one to twenty-five
and a half nearly. He has deduced the following infe-
rences, which we quote in his own words: ¢ The follow-
“ ing advantages are to be derived from blood-letting,
“ viz. a diminution of the mortality of fever; the pre-

_* See Dr. Mills’s Essay, &c. p. 2.
+ See his Book, page 220,
1 Bee page 221.
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‘¢ servation of the strength of the patient by the inore’
< speedy and effectual removal of the ‘discase,’” (s°e
page 222 of his book.) .0 ¥ P § ;

=

A ‘reader of these statements and of the: numerous
cases which he has detailed; not havi ing the' leisure or op-
portunity requisite for minute investigation, might - be
led to conclizde that Dr. Mills has Leen much more sue-
cessful in the treatment of fover than the other pliysicians
of the hospital, that he has lost by death but a twenty-
fifth. of his fever patients, whilst his colleagues have lost
of theirs a twelfth; and that his success lias therefore
exceeded that of the other physicians in more than a two-
fold proportion. This/ opinion once adopted would ne-
cessarily be followed by the belief that the 'discase was
also rendered shorter and the patients strength less7in-
paired. by his than by other modes of practice. The
obvious inference then from the whole would be that Dr.
Mills’s medical colleagues have been most strangely and =
culpably mnegligent in witnessing wulmut mluptmg his
plan of treatment. bl

Thus exposed to imputations which if established must
render doubtful their competency to discharge the duties
of physician in this great public institution, they féel
themselves peculiarly called on to investigate and lay
before you the state of facts, and they regret for the
sake of the public at having to announce as the result of
their inquiry, that Dr. Mills’s mode of treatment has not
b.ééé_'_l_-;a!’._tel;ldgl-:lrjth more success than theirs or produced
more frequent or more speedy recovery from fever.
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To prove this assertion they would first obscrve that
the registrv of patients, now extended to more than
¥2700 cases, shews, that recovery is much more ﬁ*{:quent
in one year than in another. Thus, in the year 1810 of
the patients admitted there died a one-tenth, but in the
vear 1809, one-thirteenth only. The proportion of
deaths to recoveries varies also during different months
of the same year. Thus, in the months of May, Juaec,
and Junly 1812, the proportion of fatal cases was one-
fourteenth of the whole, but in the months of October,
November, and December, of the same year, the pro-
portion of futal cases was one-thirteenth. Similar re-
marks apply to the duration of the disease which is vari-

zble in different years and seasons.

Elence it follows, that to deduce legitimately, that fevers
have been rendered less fatal, or recovery accelerated by
the system of blood-letting, as practised by Dr. Mills,
the comparison should have been instituted between the
success of that and other modes ef treatment, during the
same times, and that Dr. Mills should have compared
the result of his practice either with that of his colleagues,
or, if this moede had appeared to him invidious, with that

of other methods of treatment as practised by him-
: ﬁelf; during the seme iimes, instead of adopting statements
: which, even ad mitting them to be correct, are altogether
imconclusive. This deficiency the physicians have under-
taken to supply, and to the motives already assigned for
this procedure they would add, their desire of investiga-

ting the merits of bload-letting as a general remedy in

-® The year preceding that of Dr. Mills’s attecdance.
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fever, considering tliis an important. .medical; question,
capable of some elucidation from :the: practice lately
adopted at-the fever bospitalii:y wnie & CaadaA R T
With these views they pmcccd to cxplmn 1he auu;:xed
tables. It should be observed that. Dr. Mills practlsed-
blood-letting with a very large majority of his patients,
and it has been asserted, . we believe correctly, that at
times nem-l}r all his patients were blooded : by ﬂlw
other physicians, this remedy was .employed but ra:.m—
1y ;5 consequently -the numerical stateients contained in
these tables will afford a proper estimate 'of the value of
répeated igeneral blood-letting compared with other modes
of practice. In these tables @l the patients treated by ];)_i'.'
Mills and colleagues are given, together with the result ofF
their cases during the different times of his uti_e::tad;m_c&,

In column I. are gn"cn the different months of I‘li'..
Mill$’s attendanceé. In columm TI. all the patients male or
female treated by him, toget'hetn with the event whether
suécessful or ‘otherwise, and on ‘the same lines in col. II1.

a simflar statenvent of all the patients tv eated by the othier
p’hys?m'ans’dunhg thee éame months. 16 save the tr ouble of
caléulation, the pmpnrtmh of deaths to Yécoveries in each
month among the patients of different séxés treated’ By
Dy. Mills and the othetr physicians s given in column
IV m‘f&&fﬂﬁ’m the total result is given; and thyis the
readér ‘can’ by inspection determine thé merits ofF the
 different mvodes of practice, as it affected the prnjhnrﬂﬂnﬂ '
mribier of deaths duting the whole or differént per. iods of
e Milts's ttendawce. - From this table it alss Becoines’
evident that the proportion of deaths to recoveries s
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variable at different seasons, and this is the case when
there is little variation in the mode of treatment, thus
rendering doubtful any inferences deduced from varied
methods of practice when not employed at the same times,
and demonstrating that the system of comparison adopted

by Dr. Mills is altogether fallacious.

It appears as the final result, that among the patients
treated by blood-letting the proportion of deaths to reco-
verics was as 1 to 1142 and among those treated accor dmg
to the more ordinary methods as 1 to 1212, a proportion
differing from the former in no small degree, and justify-
ine the conclusion, that the treatinent of fever by small
and repeated general detractions of blood, is either of

httle elficacy or injurious.

Thus they reply to the assertion ¢ that the mortality in
feveris diminished by blood-letting.” To determine in
what degree recovery has been accelerated by the practice,
they have had reeourse to the hospital records, which to
them appear well adapted for this purpose. To understand
how these can be applied to ascertaining the time of con-
valescence, it should be observed, that the number of days
which each patient has remained in the sick wards, the
convalescent wards, and in the whole hospital, is regularly
entered in the heospital registry, consequently the average
number of days during which any number of patients has
remained in these wards during any required time, is a
simple arithmetieal question. This they have ascertained
for the patients of Dr. Mills and his colleagues during
the different months of his attendance,  and given the
results in the second table. =



The eenclumen which follows: from the latter mqﬁlry is,
that Dr. Mills’s patients have'remained in the’ hespnnl on
an average 163 days, the pahent.a of the other physiemns

7% days, a difference very slight, and though app:ﬁ*ent—
Iy in favor of bleed-lel:tmg yet most probably ﬂnsmﬂ'
not from this practice, but from D1 Mills havmcr had :
under his.care a much larger proportion of male pauents:
than the other phy sicians,® and these patients, from ob-
vmu& reasnns, ereless dlsposed than the f'emales te _{empan__
unneeessanly in. the ‘hospital a.fter their reem ery. I-Ieﬁee
the physicisns infer that no sufﬁment emdenee e:uats:
to justify Dr. Mills in the conclusion that recov ery. 13_'
accelerated, or the patients strength preserved by blood-
letting; and it does not, from any other inquiry, - appeax
that his were less, liable to relapse than other patients;
and in 'many instances they were observed to remain m
the -huspital'ir_i :such states of debility as are usyallyicon-
sequent :?e-the‘-repegmd-detraﬂﬁons ef blpoﬂ_: ROV S '
-~ It must add tq the weight of ‘the above conclusionsitq)
observe, that the data on which they'depend have‘been
furnished from the most: authentic: sources; namely; the
diet tables, in which ‘each: physician! entersdaily’the
patients diet, and at the same time registersthe date of
admission and' dismissal, the time of remamlng :in the
'dx.ﬁ‘erent wa:ds, along w:th theﬁnal event of each case,
a.nd f_‘he different parts of the system being soicontrived as
to check each other, an errox in the tables can scureely
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To the above mentioned conclusions of Dr. Mills,
and to these alone, we have endeavoured to direct your
attention, and disagreeable as the necessity may be which
has compelled us to unite in this statement, the magni-
tude of the mischief attendant on misrepresentation or
error in medical inquiries more than outweighs the dis-
liko we must naturally feel to become the instruments of
detecting them, and we owe it to the public and to the
profession, not to permit silence on our part to be inter-
preted into an admission of the truth of assertions so

boldly put forward and so pertinaciously maintained.

FRANCIS BARKER,
WILLIAM STOKER,

 GEORGE HAGAN,
JuLY, 181. RICHARD GAMBLE.



HOUSE OF REC OVER

Cork-street. e
R ke
ADVICE.

Though you have sent your Lriend to the House of Recovery, yel the Infection SRS
g may still remain in your Rooms, and about yowr Clothes. Fied

To remove it, you are advised to use, without delay, fif g
THE FOLLOWING MEANS : '

Finst—Let all your Doors and Windows be immediately thrown open, and let them

remain so for two Hours. ‘ :

SrconpLy—Let the House or Room whence the patient i t:E.‘Im}l-'l:tL 1]9 1mmcd_mteijf
cleansed.—All dirty Clothes, Utensils, &c. should be immersed in cold Water ;
the Bed-clothes, after being tirst steeped in cold Water, should be wrung out
and washed in warm Water and Soap.

TimepLy—Let the Clothes vou wear be steeped in cold Water, and afterwards ‘ﬁ:ﬂﬂllﬂd:
and let every Box, Chest, Drawer, &c. in the infectious House be emptied and
cleanseil.

Fovwrnry—If you lie on Straw Beds, let the Straw be immediately burned, and {resh
Straw provided, and let the Ticken be steeped in cold Water.

Irrrary—\White-wash all your Rooms, and the Entrance to them, with lime slacked
in the Place where you intend to use it, and while it continues bubbling and hot.

Sixrury—>scrape your Iloor with a Shovel, and wash it clean, also your Furniture.

SeveNTHLY—Keep in the open Air, for the space of a Week, as much as you can.

Axp Lastiy—Wash your Face, Hands and Feet and comb your Hair well, every
Morning at lcast,

N, B.—The Benefit of this ADVICE after Infection has entered your Dwelling, you

will soon feel, and persevering in your Attention to it, will UNDER G( D,
preserve you from all the variety of Wretchedness occasioned by infectious
Fevers,

Attend to it then with Spirit and Punctualily ; for be assured that
CLEANLINESS L
Will check DISEASE, improve your HEALTH and STRENGTH, and
increase vour COMFORT. :

7 Tus Committee finding that some of the Nurses and Servants of the Hospital
have so far departed from their Duaty, and vielated the Rules of the House, as to have
taken Money or other valuable Considerations from Friends of the Patients ; and
the Committee being convinced that the Credit of the Charity, as well as the Comfort
and advantage of the Sick Poor materially depends on the due observance of said
Rules, which expressly prohibit such improper Practices, entreat the Pablic, not
under any pretence, or in consequence of any solicitation, to give any Gratuity to
the Nurses or Servants for Services done or to be done for the Patients. v s
By Order, Vol e G
JAMES CLARK, Register. '
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