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! Report of the Managing Commiilee of the Housq
of Recovery and Fever H aspeml Ccrﬁ’f-strect
Jor two years ending the Ath Janum:y‘, 1815 !

|

¥ IT has been, the uniform practice of the Committee, since the
I.ﬁrst establishment 1of. the: Hospital, unlil 'last year,. to
‘present 'an. Annual Repart of (its progress and  circum.
. stances,. to the subscribers and the public: for ‘the cause
" of it having been then omiited, the Committee refer ito a let-
ter ‘annexed from the -Physician to whom . was jassigned . the
| task of  furnishing the Medical Report, which :should have
appenred with ‘the Report of | the Commiitee, at-the com.
: . mencement of 1814 : disappointed of  the Medical Report,
: ~ and. acqumnt.ed with the . disappeintment oo Jlate, in: . the
ﬁ}'enr, _ publish their own at the usual period, . the
- Committee thought -it better. to. defer it wuntil this year,
‘when  the two Reports might be .combined with perhaps
better effect, than, if published separately, under the circumy
;lances stated. ; :

. The . relief aﬂnrded by this Institution to’ the suﬂ'ermg
'p.no during :the perioed embraced by this 'Report, - has
{beeu ﬁﬂn&td&mhl; greater than 'it  ever was be!’urp, in the
same space: of itime ; no  fewer than 5018 patients were
_igd,m;tted ‘into | the Hospital; and of these the mumber: 1dis- '
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!""-"t;hgrﬂﬁd- cured, has. been much greater ‘in: proportion, than

% A

~ at any formersperiodi diveung sl ol sobalagomons s

“To meet the increased .pecuniary demands occasioned

by the. _mpqg;ged admission of patients, it became 'neces-,
‘A




4

sary for the Committee the year before last, to m
vidoal apphcalmn to their fellow citizens, for m:sl-n
application was auswered, as similar appeals from ,'-';_';';
stitution always have been, and funds were placed i
hands of the Committee, suflicient to extricate them \
difficulties under which they laboured at the time, .
other contributions on this eccasion, the Committﬂ.i{"
bighly gratified by one from the overseers and we ,5
at Howth Harbour, amounting to 27/. 12s, 0d. enelu-__
a letter expressive of their gratitude for the benefit sew
of their body had experienced in the Hospital, and o
weyed in terms alike henourable to themseclves, ‘and to
servants of the Institution : this donation has latterly b
succeeded by :Hllﬂthﬁl" from the same quarter, and the T
mittee report them here, as having furnished, unsoug} L
unequivocal testimony of that unceasing attention to the |

tients in the house,  en which success in this disease
much depends. '-

Soon after the publication of the last report, it appes
to the Committee, that they must either curtail |
distriet, the relief of which the Hospital now embre .
aor by ingreasing the accommodation for patients, prevent ¢ :
liability te disappointment to persons applying for adm
sion : it will be rogollected that 180 beds had been
merly provided, under the idea that that number of
<ould have been conveniently accommedated, but after e
expedient, consistent with the objects of the Instifutio

-

had heen resorted te, for the purpose of procuring rool
for their accommodaticn in the present buildings, it was fould
that the danger of injury from crowding the Hospital far gh
ceeded the prospect of advantage, ffﬂm- ilhe reception of an ;
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creased number of patients, and that the beds'providéd could nipt’
all with propriety’ be oecupied, without the crection of @an’
additional'building ; under these circumstances it was determined”
to adopt this plan, so soon as adequate funds could be obtaineds

Another deficiency of accoemmodation had frequently becm
forced upon “the “notice 'of 'the Commitice : expeérience had'
proved that ‘the Taundry department was very defective, and
that ‘a’ radical, change ‘in it was hLighly dcsirable..

" Upon matare consideration it was 'resolved to areet o

wash-house and leauundry, to be ‘furnished with appropriate
machinery, upon 'plans = which had been amply tried- n.nd
spproved of at the Nottingham'and Derby Infirmaries.
+ "T'o procure funds for these parposes in pagt, but ‘principally
ta. ensure the means for mérﬁng ‘the permihéﬁt n;gulnt; demands
for the maittenance of the Hospital, the#"Ca'mmitté_e about the
time that they made the application to ‘the " public, applied
Nkewise to Government for ussistance ; this assistance was
granted, aud the ‘income of the Institution was last year cone
;ﬁlen;.hly aogmeanted from this source. s 3 :

The Commitltee on obtaining (his increase at first determined
fo commence their improyements with the laundry de{:rm.-rlmcnt,
as being the lightest vndertaking ; but the continued demands
for admission, and the consequent necessity for immediate in-
creased ucm‘mmadaliuu for patients, induced them to-alter their
intention, and they are now engaged in building another
fever-house. |

The finishing and furnishing this :;ddiﬁonnl buildiog will press
heavily on the funds of the Hospital for a long time to come, .
and the improvements in the laundry which become more ne.

cessary in proportion to the extent of the establishment mugt
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depend for their completion on the bounty of the pubiiu,.;_-:':
this source the Committee look with confidence ; as it mus
evident that the present distressed state of the poor o
metropolis calls for the particular exertion of its more opu _
inhabitants ; and there is no way perhaps by whicl reliei}?'
be so effectually administered as by the removal of disease. .'i"

I

contagion from the midst of their families—and here it is & ch
to be lamented that the funds arising from,individual -._-.I |
subscriptions have of late greatly fallen off. The Committee !
at different times made particular applications for the purpase
of at lepst keeping up their amount, and o deaf ear has
seldom turned to them on these occasions; but the public o j £4
be aware how extremely irksome it is to be always begg;i"_'
and the Committee hope that the performance of this duljf
not again become necessary, but that those of their fellp
citizens, who have not already contr:buted or who do not con
tribute according to their ability, will without further solici
tation afford the necessary aid in support of an Institution, g".
great extensive utility of which, is universally felt and |
knowledged.

Muay, 1815,



&dmltted ffom 14th May, - 1304 to 4th Jnnulr_r,

1814, mciuslre, ' - k& :
D:scharged cured, - < ig§35
Died, - - - - 1071
Remain in Hospital 5th January, 1814,: £ 87
-y
14093
In the Hospital 5th January,-,. 1813, EHIt et
 Admitted from 5th January, 1818, to 4th Jnuuary,' ’
-"1814 inclusive, - - - -
' Discharged cured, S it :9:19?
Died L5 3

Ll

' Remain in Hospital 5th January, lﬁid, e 87

- i

146893

197

9690 -

l

2747

|



Admitted from 14th DMay, 1§64, to 4th January,

1815, inclusive - o g ot el
Discharged cured - - 15163
Died - - - 13-12_
Remain in Hnsp_ital 5th January, 1815, 116
16491
In the Hospital 5th January, 1814 B -
Admitted from 5th January, 1814, to 4th January,
1815, inelusive gt - - -

-

Discharged cured - . = o - 2228
DlEd - - - 141

Remain in Hnsp:tal 5th Ianuary, 1815,
mcluswa - - - 116
2485

e
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<Commilttee :

Edward Allen, . ™Johu David La Touche,
, John Barrington, ; Peter La Touche, Jun.
Samuel Be“'le}f, Randal Mac Donnell,
Thomas Crosthwait, George Maquay,
William Disney, John Leland Maquay;
Thomas Disney, - John Orr,
‘William Finglish, James M. Pike;
Arthur Guinness,, . George Renny,
Wi}]ium Harding, Edward Swanwick,
John Hone, . Luke White.

Joseph Hone,

™ ™
Physicians :

Francis Barqu‘:.-: MaD. Samuel Robinson, M. D.

William Stoker, M. D. John O’Brien, M. D.
(George Hagan, M. D. Richard Grattan, M. D.
: Tempm my Physicians :
P. Harkan, M. D. John O’Reardon, M. D.
Al —
Surgeon, Patrick Roney,
Register and Puroveyor, Wm. Richardson,

- Apothecary, _ John Hale,
Alnsfunt-ﬂpofhecarj, John Hughes,
Collector, Henry Harris,
House-keeper, Jane Leedom.

Servants usually employed at the Hospital:
Three Porters, two Whitewashers, twelve Nurses, and

ulght-' Female Servants.

5th January, 1815.
B
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Account of Income and Expenditure of the House I
Dublin, for one Year, eﬂding_'i &

5 *£. s d, .}
To rent and Taxes of premises a - 776" 40
Maintenance of Patients and Servants - 1608 0 9

House-Bedding, Furniture and Clothing,

wear and tear s - = 483 16 ¢
Salaries of Officers, Nurses, and Servants . 1015 ¢ )3
Fuel, Soap, and Candles - - 455 0 4
Printing, Stationary, and Advertising = 95 5 11
Medicines, including Wine and Spirits - 621 6 29
Incidental expences, including expense of Horse 175 2 0
Whitewashing habitations of the Poor 4 101 13 8
Government Stock for loss on sale thereof - 24 16 10
Repairs - . - - 98 8 111
4755 17 4 i

Excess of Income over Expenditure . 928 14 12

5684 11 51

Account of Property of the Institution, exclusive

To Furniture and House-bedding a - 1730 18 0O
Clothing - 2 = - Y VPPE IS
Government Stock - - - 31410 4
Treasurers, ameunt due by them w406 4 55
J. Smith, due by him for hay = -1 19 o oim

\ 2648 19 9%
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of Reccvery and Fcuer Haspztm} Cark-Stree:

Atk q;" January, 1814.

£ 8. da

By Parliamenty grant, Nett 5 - 2998 15 10
Subscriptions - - -~ 1075 6 6
Donauons - - SV Ty DG
Amount uf Hay and Grass, deducting ex,

pcnses - - = = 32 2 3
Interest from a fund raised for relief of Dis- -
tressed Manufacturers given temporarily to
this Hospital - - - 87 5 3%
5684 11 5%

-

of Buildings and Premises, bhth of January, 1814.

By Purveyor due him - - - 0 10 O
Nett Property of the Institution - - 2648 9 9%
2648 19 9

ra——

<
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-

Aecount tgf Income and Expenditure of the Ho :
- Dublin, for one Year ending

- o

To rent and taxes of premises - ~ - 77 18 3
: Maintenance of Patients and Servants - 1'2'?1 L

House-bedding, Furniture and Cloathing,

wear and tear - G = = 458 13 4
Salaries of Officers, Nurses, and Servants - 1158 0 ﬁ::h
Fuel, Soap, and Candles - 3 - 471 16 4
Printing, Stationary, and Advertising s 45 0 sI%
Mecdicines, including Wine and Spirits - 335 7 B8
Incidental expences, including expence of Horse 169 2
Whitewashing habitations of the Poor - 115 %
Rﬂpﬂirs . - - - - - - 135 1

£4233 3
Excess of Income over Expenditure . 2120 16
£6354 0

Account ef Properly of the Instilution, exel

To Furniture and House-bedding - - 1629 14 6
. Cloathing = ¢ 2 HeS) a - 4 171 1
Government Stock = < ; 5 - - 314 10 4
Intersst on deo., - - RS ” o R o ?=.,::_-L-

T'reasurers, amount due by lhegx- - - 2647 3

£4769 16 2
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of Recovery and IFever Hospital, Cork-Street,
4th January, 1815. - ® :

: : L. s d.

By Parliamentary Grant, Nett Z - 4098 15 10
Subscriptions - ~ o e 1001 7 7%
Donations e - -~ i 314 15 3§
Interest onovernment Stock - = 14 1307

Amount of Hay and Grass, deducting expences 24 7 8

#6354 O O

Of E:ffldfné's and Premises, Sth January, 1819,

o 10 O

;-;By Furveyor amount due Lim ~ -
4769 6 2

{ Nett P‘:_:qpe_r;y of the Institation = -

2 | £4769 16 2
= -_:F
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A communication from one of the Physicians to the 0
milice, assicning reasons for there being no Medzcaf '
port prepared for the yﬁar 1813.

Circomstances partly explained in the few following
have prevented the usSval Medical Report bemg presente& ;:'
the public this year, - N

SevrPrRAL changes occurring in the Medical Department lif

this Institution in the beginning of the last year, it hectmi
al the time uncertain, to which of the Physicians the duty 4y
furnishing the “Annual Report, which has been undertak

suitable with this establishment, or deserving the notice of any

practitioner. R

A Report so characterised (such a one cannot now, l&
the reason just stated, be even attempted) could only -","..‘.:I
founded on a full and exact record, made with a view l
this particular object, of the cases of Fever, that '
~occur during the whole period. No partial recollection
hewever distinct, nor general impression, though perhaps
ought to be made the ground-work of a publication, whese

object should be at least, by a clear exposition and classif
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of the extensive muge and vanety of facts, which the Feyer

IInspltu.l presenfa, “to confirm former experience and obser.
vation, if not to add a httlg-tn the stock of 1rnpru‘vEmEnt..

- An abstract howe_ver, tnkei‘n from the registry ¢;[ the Hos.

pital, which may be considered, as in some measure cor-
tinuing its Medical History, is sul:umned : Frnm this Docu-
ment it appears, that the number of admissions exreeds that
of any former year, and that the proportion of ! mﬂrtaht}r_
has been diminished. DBoth these important resulés seem to
have arisen from the same cause—the present pnpuiar cha-
racter of the Hospital.

A remark or two may be necessnry ih ofder tor Ehe\? dis-
-tmct]y the connexion between a favourable opinion 'of this
Institution, and a considerable saving of life, among the per-
sons infected with the virulent and widely spread malady,
- the prevention and cure of which are the proper objects of
. this House of Recovery.

Observation warrants the nssertmn, that the deaths, which
. occur here, are chiefly of those whose ﬂdI'DlESICIIl has been
%'-delnyed till the latter and worse stages "of their disorder.
 Prejudice, as well as the anxiety of the sick to remain with
the:r families, have often withheld them from resorting to
:' an aid, which is at all times open to them, till the hope of
& -recuver:;r could no longer be enterlmned Hence some die
| immediately after being admitted, and many within twenty-
four hours ;. this event being in many instances, determined,
- while they lay neglected in their own dwellings.

But a different couarse, attended generally \uth an uppos:te
~ result, is now frequently adopted by the poor. They appear
"_m_cre:;nmgly solicitous to ‘obtain early ndm:ss:qu. Their ap-

. plication is often made upon the first symptoms of Iever,



i6
(o

or at Ieast within the first week uf its appearance. 15ian
~ of this kind are become numerous ; the eﬂ‘ect of w

lessening the murtahty from Fever may be yet rery °0) .p'.
rable, as it is found, that the cases which are rece:wﬁ

the Hospital in their early stages, are, in a large prupu

suceessfully treated.

To this change of pr:actme in the public, lnsmg 't:'ﬁ ;
favourable opinion of the Hnspttal, which the expem h?:
a number of years has produced, may be fa:rly tin 1_',
the diminished mortality of the last year; asit gures aq
portunity of applying the means of cure at at:me, Whenﬂﬁ

are without doubt, most efficacious. =

=,



MEDICAL REPORT,

" FOR 1814,

Y

ONE OF THE PHYSICIANS.

"AFTER the many excellent annual reports already published,
the task of the present reporter were Superﬂuouﬂ,. if the regula-
tions of the Institution did not impose on him the performance
of an established dut}'.. He owns, he feecls the difficulty
of encountering a subjlect already so ably examined in grerj’
possible bearing, and quite exhausted of interest and urigiulality.

So little diversity indecd, do the phenomena of fever, :
or the incidents of the Hospital undergo, from year to _year,
that their Ihstanan must be content to follow the same
_puth, and travel in the same circle as his predecessors ; Ehe

recorder of speculations often recorded, and the commentator on |

cq}::_;mc:_lts often made.

L4 ®
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In compliance However with the annual custom, he sh
2 brief and general view of the most striking clrnumsta es
nected with the Hﬂspllal, for the past year, and detail g}
observations on the nature and treatment of fevery whlqﬁ__
curred to him in the course of his attendance. 5
The number of ad missions for tiw past year, theugh
less than on the preceding, has beern greater than at any for
period, since the establishment of the Fustitutions
The following is the cmnparati'fe estimate of the admissions

the last three years, as taken from the registry.

Fears. | Admitted.
1812 - - - 2273
1813 - - - 2619
1814 - - - . 2392

A fact so remarkable as the eontinual encrease of numﬁ'g_,
since the commencement of the Institutien, cannot fail to -e:lti:i'.
surprise and awake enquiry. ©nder the operation of the
and most beneficent Institution which human phitanthrepy mnl g
devise, for the extinction of fever, we behold its quantity u.nnua]
multiplied, and its ravages extended in a ratio pruportmned
the activity of that benevolence, which would stop its career. 4

To explain this apparent anumu!y, it is sufficient to state tha®

those causes whu:h are unwersal]}r allowed to be the grent p ;.'.‘..

sy

moters of infection among the poor, still exist with nufrmgm

crowded apariments ;--ltll pa-

€nergy ;——lhese are want ; —filth ;
11ess ;—-de_]ectmn ;—intoxication. 3

After the many strong appeals, and affecting plctures of mlséf o
already laid befere the public ; the writer thinks it superﬂuoua o
dwell on this gwtmssmg subject : for a full account of t‘hﬂj,
causes which are subsidiary to the progress of Cuntugm 5
he begs leave to refer the reader to a little tract 1ate]_~,' pt;bllsh %

by Mr. Ball, whose deﬁcr:pt:on of the misery of the Dublin

.
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peor, the writer has personally seen verified in mumberless o~
stances, and for the mccuracy of which he pledges himself. T\hil :
gentleman hus justly remarked that houses of recovery succeed

only partially in the prevention of infection, by curing. infected

persuns, contracting the sphere of contagion, and lessening the "
lmorta‘hly but that an efiicient system of Police (supported either
'by public authority or private association,} is absolitely neces-:

sary to girean t*_l]'uctual and permanent checlk to its progress. 3

. The object al' such a system of course would ‘be to encourage
ﬁleanlmess (the great antidote'to contagion) among the poor; to’

clear the wretched receptaclesin whichthey dweH, of their accu<

" mulated filth ; to discourage residence in cellars, and to excite

industry, the parent of cleanliness and sobricty ; to previde work
" for the unemployed, and rouse the passive brufified creature
from the torpor of sloth, ¥ermin and rags, into a confidence if
his own, exertions. A system of this kind would not only be
_useful in stopping the proguess of fever, but would operate
| asia practicul discipline, te impreve the taste, habits, and morals
«of the people, and raise them in the scale of civilization. :
OF the activity and wide operalion of the causes above as-
m#ned, in propagating contagien, though we caunot enterfain &
. doubt; it still remains ‘uncertain, how farthe natural virulence
. of the epﬁdemuc, and the -occult constitution ef the season, might
not of themselves, unaided by secondary causes, have produced
¢he augmentafion of numbers in our registry, and to whatever
combination of causes, we may attribute this augmentation; the
writer is of opinion, that an unusual febrile constitution, has
prﬂmled in Dublin, since the beginning of the year, 1810.
. It is'a question of the highest interest and importanoce to deter-
. aine whether Fever ig generated by contagious'matter nlnne, or

S C 2
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whether the depravation of the animal fluids prodaced by .': |
and unwholesome diet be a sufficient cause for its .
From the facts which have fallea under the writer’s obsep
he would conclude that a certain class of fevers is gene
this latter source, and from cold, namely th- simple inflam
and bilivus fevers ; but he is inclined to think that the -
fever is alway the product of contagion. e i

Fortunately a great portion of the fevers which oceur in e
Hospital, are of the simple inflammatory and bilious Type ; ]
are resolved in five six or seven days, and require little:iﬁ_-_:
aid from the physician than spare diet; and rest with the exhibi ;
of one or two purgatives. ' = _

"The other class of fevers, under the general head of Ty‘phu
are those which demand the aid of medicine, and the sedulous a
tention of the Physician ; they are characterized by delicium,
low or vehement, frequent and weak pulse, black, brown, W
yellow tongue, and occasional petechiz, sometimes with &’p’!ﬂﬁ
dejected countenaunce, and sometimes with a flushed and fumi “.!
one, with suffusien and wildpess of the eyes ; out of this c‘.ltssbf
fevers, as it may be supposed all the fatal cases, which occar inj-_-
the Hospital are taken, and it is only from this class tliat the
candid and truly philosophic physician, ecan draw his infemnﬁl'
as to the s:tmt:'ess or failu~e of any particular innovation, in the
usual treatment af fevers. As far as the writér could form a judge
ment, and he has kept a pretty accurate journal of the cases he
attended for the last two yeuars, about a sixth part nftha:ﬁhﬂl'{
are of the latter class, or as it is called of a Malignant 'I‘y['.il‘.-g
It has been a point of greateuriosity with the writer, to asce qJ
whether the fevers of this city observed any regular law m
the period of their termination, or \'rhqther. the doctrine nf—sﬁ;
tain critical days as described by Hippocrates, and theﬁ:n’ﬁ 4:
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physicians; ‘hadiany foundation: insmnatnres T}-li!-ﬁni'ul:lu'nif.dy

; is a point of great difliculty from ithe impossibility in most: ins

stances of obtaining anh accurate account from the patient . of
the .dgy of ingress of the fever ;iin those instuncna hnire-ver,_'
in: swhich, he could mark the periods with confidence, he hertl:-
found that thése fevers aliservéd any certain law as to theiriters

mination ; theday of change'or crisis happening difierently and

_irregularly, #lmost in  every individual’s nor could'le observe

thatodd or even days, werc particularly selected by nature foy this
purpose. He confesses however, that:it is with themtmost! dis-
trust . in his own ‘observalions he propounds’ an ' opinion,
which séems to militate agninst the observations of the antients,
who studied the habits of diseases, with an assidaity, industry

and ‘infegrity scarcely to bé hoped for in modern times,® < &

e
w = % a 2 - -

® 'The writer finds that a registry was kept for the first three yeais of this
Tostitation of the days on whieh fever declined ; it is as follows :

—_—

On dl} of No.of | On day of No. ui On day of No. of
Fever. crisis. Fever. crisis Fever. : 7. crisis,
2 - 11 B e o Qe oy 20
3 16 18 191 21 e 17
& 45 13 = 22 ' e * 11
5 <3199 - 14 01 707 -- 43 . a8
[ 117 I 1320 T - - AT G
7 £62 16 - 51 o 9n ; 4
8 173 1T =% 42 ) v 2
9 P12 8 18 SHLE e 25 .
10 118 19 35

In those numbers from the 41l day to the 14th, the differénce is not se
material as to enable us to fix on any particular set of critical days, and
establish a rule which' may zuide our prognostic on futare occasions: in the
above columu the 11th which was a day of great imp‘nrtnuéd in the svstem
of H;ppncmlu, is less critical than the 8th, 10th or 12th, whicli are non

‘erilicel days with him, The 10th, - 11th and 12th scarcely differ in this

|

;

cnlumu The three chief critical days of Hippocrates were the Zth, “14th

‘and 20th—here the three c.hief days are the 7th, 8th and 9th: The wri-
ter thinks the Type of Fever must have been different on the years this

account was kept from what he has observed for last two years. Those

i

Fevers which tem:mtcd on the Bth al:ld Dth, _he wupl;l_ :qq:u_it_ar as PE ‘I.he

' milder class,”



22

Although the day of termination in death, or of change to hes
E vncertain, the writer thinks it seldom takes place before ‘
yenth, or after the twenty-ninth day, the latter being -t,hn"_"
period, he finds marked oii his journal of those cases whic
nated fatally, and the first the shortest ; of those cases J
covered, he never observed 2 well marked crisis take place of
the twenty-fifth day, nor before the tenth (excluding the ligh
fevers, and those attended by pueunomia) during the two ye: ~!7'-
which he has attended the Hospital ; and he finds only
of recovery, marked in his journal, where the crisis w
tracted to, the twenty-fifth ; in protracted fevers indeed, it
generally impossible to mark a crisis at all with certainty ; | :
appear gradually to wear out, andare attended with a very sl

recovery, and the subjects are generally old or debilitated persoi

The following table will exhibit the scale of mortalily, and the ﬂd.'m
ecach month in the past year: ¢

Remains from 1 1:‘
last month. Admitted. Died. Discharged.
Jan, S.eeeeensnss 87 160 19 1 51308

FEb, I'ii--'i....?? 168 ]3 142 et
March ssvevnne. 90 154 o T8a

April sse el 4l 76 178 o 165 ar
Mayeeeneoanaa 81 159 13 1856 .
JUDEsssesessass72 171 9 154 : J
Jnly ek 08D 184 12 158 %
Augnst secensea. 04 178 12 163 o2t
SeDt st~ 95 ssions DT 225 15 213
EAD: w s e ves pan S 281 12 243215
INOV..oonssasss 121 277 10 260 ..
])ec--.....-.---liﬂ 253 ,14 Eﬁ_l i
i — —— —— ‘I._
2 1097 2388 ' 141 2228 . =

It may be scen by this table that the mortality was greal
_in the month of January than any other; this, as far -"'"
writer’s expertence has enabled him to judge, was owif
‘to the number of bad cases of pneumonia which mﬁuﬂéﬂ;
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this month, produced by the unusual severity of the winter
of last year. In those instances where fever patients are at-
 tacked with pneumonia, froml the tardiness and reluctance
of the pcople to apply to the Hospital till all other succour
is hopeless ; the critical moment passes away at which a prompt
and judicious use of the lancet might rescue the patient from
impending death ; Lthus it happens that the employment of
this remedy in too many instances comes too late after the
- patient’s admission to the Hospital when effusion has already
- taken place and when V. S, will only accelerate the patient’s
death. After the months of January and February the com-
bination of pneumonia and fever began to disappear, and the
Typhus again assumed the ascendancy; the writer, however
bas observed thet the fevers of last year were more frequently
attended with general rheumatic pains, and displayed more of
‘an infiammatory chearacter than on the preceding one. !

In observing the effects of different medicines in fever, the
writer has made many trials on general blood-letting, =
remedy, whose application to fevers of a malignant type has
‘excited much discussion and controversy among medical men.
In a short sketch of this kiod it is impossible to exhibit a
particular detail of cases, from which his inferences on this
sabject have been drawn; he shall therefore content himself
with making a general statement of the result of his experience
on this subject. .

It has been already stated that the bad or malignant cases
may be estimated ntuiixth;pnrt of the whole—in the other five
parts it is obvious that blood-letting is altogether nugatory,
and useless, though harmless, and affords us no fair criterion
for judging of its utility—the rémaining part, or the malig.
nant cages are therefore the proper objects of experiment in’

-
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s -—

the present enguiry. ¥ many of those cases the ',

B

several times directed two or three bleedings to the am Ji
or eight ounces, and never observed any evil consequences ani
from it; on the contrary he bhas uniformly observed a -+*_-::
of head.ache, and delirium the general pains with .-,-:_:.
palien_is; are often afflicted; produced by it. He is i
of opinion however that general bleeding is app’licah_!gf
the first stage of fever, and should never be
beyond this—in those instances where blood was r
the more advanced stages he has always fuuml. its  te: :
broken down and dissolved, a greenish watery
little coagulum, whose abstraction was attended with r
relief to the patient. In those cases where Dbleeding uu
thought adviseable, he would literally follow the exam ple Jdl
the sagacious Sydenham: S
. %€ Ad cegrum accersitus mox sanguinem a brachio educendu
caravi mode nimia debilitas, prazsertim wvero provectior
non contra indicaret; et venasctionem insuper alternis i}i'-
ad duas ad huc vices repetendam j JLI::S!, nisi redeuntis nnqi
signa aliter snaderent.”” P, 184, de febri continua an 07 %

“¢ Sanguinem e brachii venis mittendum ea qumhtﬂ;_e._

cecri viribus eetati aliisque circumstantiis, convenire visa @

]
e =,

anie omnia curavi.’®> P. 256 de febri continan 7 3. { g

Ile must acknowledge however that in some instmce;;ﬁp'q'
found very unpleasant effects arise from the lancet wounc s

!.

L

the arm of fever patients; they are often very slow in heali
and bave produced serious inflamation all along the arm ':'
one instance an erysepelatous  eruption, cnmmeunmg,!t &
::rm, spread over the face and greater part of the hﬂd,ﬂ',‘,
brought the patient’s life. into_imminent danger : and the wrik

LT

confesses that this effect has of I:t:g__deirr;od.‘h% mj,‘ I
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ploying the lancet, except in those cases attended with ﬁ'e*r'e‘rc
geveral pains, for which he has found V. S. the ‘most certain
remedy,: :
Although the writer conceives general bleeding fo be appli-
cable only to the first stage of fever, he has not ‘hésitated e
employ topical bleeding of the head, - ‘either by leeches  or
dgpening the temporal artéry in ev'erj,* pcriod-ufﬁhe disease,  ‘As
a remedy for “the head.ache and deliriam will Suffusedeye,
with which fever'is generally attended; “he ' kno wsmothing more
prompt and decisive than topical bleeding |of the | temples, and
has seen several Enstanqu wh:—_ri; a rqp_hliitir_:':y cnf'f this r{:mud_r
has subdued the fiercest delirium: 'ilu lliné rﬁri:efy of: fever
also where the pa!unt dtcluru_ he l'uls ho| particular. pam but
only cnm[:ldms ol qemml wwl-.ne;s, and Luluhty to move, the
writer has used topiecal h]u:lmg mth the lmppuest effect.”
“In treating of blood- letting, asa remequ for fever, the erter
thuugltt it his ‘duly to state the ‘resalt of his experience on
this subject, and he cannot help Hnn]-..mg that ‘its introduction ‘
into! the' treatment of fever has done much good ; not that he
would be supposed to assent to the theory on which it has been
founded, nor approve of the extent to which it has been car.
ried, but because, he thinks, that physicians were too timid
ni employiog the lancet at all in this disease, under the appre-
hension that the loss of the smallest quantily of blood was
attended with irremediable exhaustation to the patient—they
-nccnrdingly procecded to the other extreme, and endeavoured to
'iuppurt the pntleul’s strength by enormous: qunutttles of \!me,
whose only effect was to encrease the determmatmn of hlunﬁ
to the head, and aggmvute th:lt debility which it was mlended
to remnre.. Wme, Imwe?er, v.hen administered in modenta'

quantities and at a proper period of the disease is found to be
0.4 ey : R



= 2 %

and cordial plan, that the highest success has been -.._-:'
in the cure of this disease, Of the other remedies
have been long in common use, the writer thinks it unn .._,;JT‘_-
to comment at present. , -‘;I
The following table extracted from the registry, and fﬁ
reports will exhibit at one view the proportion of murtaht,-

each year since the commencement of the [nstitution : "

| Year | 1804 | 1805 | 1806 | 1807 { 1808 | 1809 |
| m 1 in 1in 11in 1in 1in
I Died ‘ l

15} | 12% | 11§ | 115§ 09
| Year | 1310] 1811 | 1812 | 1813 | 1814 |

_ 1 ll‘l 1in Lin lin 1in
I Died l l 120, | 124 | 155 I 153:
It appears by the above that the mortality has been less in pro

portion to the admission on the last year than on any former on
since the origin of the Institution, a circumstance highly !mw

ing to the medical officers. =
Jl O‘BRI ; .I:
8, Grafton-Street. o

A A B P S P

JOHN JONES, Printer, 40, South Great George'sst. 3
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Annual Report of the Managing Committee of the
House of Recovery aud Fever Hospital in Cork-
street, for the year ending the Ath January, 1816.

THE Committee are concerned to have (o state, that the Fever
Beds in the Hospital have been occupied for nearly the entire of the
last year, andevery frequently the applicants, who have been visiterd
by the Physicians, and certified by them as proper objects, could
not be admitted for want of room, This continued press has inter-
fered with the regulation of the Ilospital, to have each ward,
periodically vacant, that it may be properly ventilated, white-
washed and cleansed. With the addition of the new building,
there will he suflicient room to have 180 beds constantly occapied ;
Ipd to allow the process of internal cleansing to be systematically

followed vp. 'This building is in a considerable state of forward-

ness, and the Committee trust it may be opened for the reception

of patients by Autumn.

In the last year’'s Report the Committee alluded to the uec#sstly
of providing a more extensive and commodious Lauudry ; one suf-
ficiently large to admit the washing of the Hospital Linen, Bed-
dmg, &c. and the purifying the Patient’s clothes by keeping them

mparaleu The expense of the new building having exhausted al

the Funds of the Hospital, and even encroached on the future in.,

come, the Committee see no immediate prospect of their being able
to procure the meaus (o complete this most necessary addition to
‘the establishment. It is indeed, with considerable anxiely they
look forward to the opmmg of the new building, without llaﬂng
first provided adequate accommodation, for the cnnsequent.mcrem

in a department, that they must cnunderumdequate even to the

‘present establishment. :
x P 92



4

The two T:}bles of admission for the years 1814 a.nd.' 1315; ecif
the numbers admitted from each Parish during those ;:*':-!:,'_
Those admitted under the denomination of Itinerants, are o
who apply at the gate, and are there visited by the Physick
Most of them are from the neighbouring Parishes withnut:
Circular Road, and cousequently cannot be visited at their §
The Committee finding that such persons were conveyed to &
within the district, to entitle them to be received into the Hos r.
reluctantly permitted admission from the gate. They hbwevéi-‘-?
not refrain from expressing their anxiety, that this infringél;'n'
the regulations of the IMospital, may be prevented by such pa .
sproviding proper medical assistance for their sick. The Com
have found that in some instances, the friends of the Patien s hav
given money to the Nurses, either to recommend tham
particular care, or to procure for them some supposed necess Ty
or additional comfort. This most mistaken kindness, tends%
subversion of the best regulations of the Hospital ; it introduc .
system of favouritism to some objects, and consequent neglect o
others. The Dutary of the Hospital being approved of 'br
Physicians, it s more than probable, that what is given to the P :
through kindness, retards his recovery. When this serious abuse
comes to the knowledge of the Committee, either by
115 the Officer of the Institution, or by the complaint of =--ﬁ_
tients themselves, the Committee immediately dismiss the r
‘T he Committee most carnestly entreat the Public to co-0ps
with them, not only in checking this abuse, bat in mainta -;';.'_-
{he regulations of the Ifospital, by adhering in all instane
strietly to the regulations laid down, and by reporting to.
any abuse that may come to their knowledge. ) }-
Cork-street, May 1816. '



A statement of the number of Paticnts admilted inlo the Hos-
pital in the years 1814 and 1815, together with the aggrﬁ-
gate number of days spent by the said patients in the Hos-
pital, also the total expense ; and the expense of provisions in
each ycar: by whichis shewn the average number of day.r'
each patient vemains in the Hospital, and the awn'ge
expense of each patient.

¥ 1814.
Patients admitted, - S ¢ 2398
Aggregate humber of days in the Hospital, . 33102
Average nomber of days of each patient, - 13;

Total expense of Hospital for this year  £4233 3 74
of provisions . e 1271 17208
Average expense of each patient . - 115 3§
of Do. for provision daily, about 0. 0 9§

1315-
Patients admitted, - - . - 13787

Aggregate number of days in the Hospital, . 40609
. Average number of -days of each patient, - 13/
Total expense of Hospital this year, exclu-
sive of new Buildings, - L4917 3 8
Total expense of provisions, - 1591 8 2%
Average expence of each patient,nearly - 1 6 0
of Do, for provisionsdaily,about 0 0 7%
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A dmitted from 14th May, 1801, to 4th January, 1816,
inclusive - - - -~ 202
Discharged cured - - 18751 35
Died - - - 1403
Remain in Hospital 5th January, 1816, 124
e Y
20278
[n the Hospital 5th January, 1815, - 1
Admitted from 5th January, 1815, to 4th January,
1816, inclusive, - E - 37
39
Discharged cured i B 3583
Died . - - 191

Remain in Hospital 5th January, 1816, 124

3903




Edward Allen,
John Barrington,
Samuel Bewley,
Thomas Crosthwait,
William Disney,
Thomas Disney,
William English,
Arthur Guloness,
William Harding,
John Hone,
Joseph Hone,

Francis Barker, M. D.
William Stoker, M. D.
George Hagan, M. D.

9

Gomuiittée -

i John Hutton, Jun.

° John David La Touche,

Peter La Touche, Jun.
Randal Mac Donnell,
Geéorge Magwy,

John Leland Maqguay,
‘John Orr,

George Renny,
‘Edward Swanwick,
Luke White.

Physicians :

Samuel Robinson, M. D.
John O’Brien, M. D
Richard Grattan, M. D.

Temporary Physicians :

P. Harkan, M. D.
Surgeon & Accoucheur,

J-Dhll O'Rﬂﬂiﬂn, Mll D«-

- g Patrick Roney,

Resident Officers. .

Register and Purveyor,

Apothecary,
Collectar, .
o Hou.i:-kﬂper 5y
Head N urse,

Wm. Richardson,
John liale,
Henry Harris,
Jane I.eedom,
Frances Graham.

Servants usually employed at the Hospilal:

Three Porters, two Whitewashers, twenty Nurses, and

Female Servants.

s5th January, 1816.

B

nine
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Account of Income and Expendilure of the H K

~ Dublin, for one

Yﬁ'ﬂr Hr '

. A s
To rent and tazes of premises. = - ~ 2 W
Maintenance of Patients and Servants - 4355?1
House-bedding, Furniture and Cloathing, s
wear and tear - - - J4
Salaries of Officers, Nurses, und Servants - 130
Fuel, Soap, and Candles - - oW 5
Printing, Stationary, and. Advertising - e
Medicines - - - - - 260
Wine and Spirits - - - - 287 7
Incidental expenses, including expense of Horse 185 6 114
Whitewashing habitations of the Poor - 119 15 114

Repairs - 1 = s

New Buildings

Account of Property of the Institution, exclusive

To Furniture and House-bedding - -
Clnathing s » 3 -
Government Stock ~ = <
Interest on do. - ks “ -
‘T'reasurers, amount in their hands - -
Bank of Ireland - . - -

£8639 15 5%

40 13 9

£4917 3 8.
3722, I.,_I,_i__-_;'

o

1629 19 6
167 14 10
363 10 O
396 ‘-H!T
50 11 9

£2560 4 4

T
T
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of Recovery and Fever Hospital, Cork-Street,
4th January, 1816. :

Ll
-

£, s. d.
By Parliamentary Grant - - - 5000 0 O
Subscriptions - - - - 1096 2 14
Donations - - - - 247 15" 9
Interest on Government Stock = - 16 0 3
Amount of Hay and Grass, deducting expences 95 7ieT
Profit on Treesury Bills - - - 45 7 11
-= £6430 18 7%
Excess of Expenditure over Income ~ = 2209 1 10

£8639 15 5%

Of Buildings and Premises, Sth January, 1816.

By Nett Property of the Institution - - 2560 4 4

£3560 4 4




MEDICAL REPORT
= FOR 1815,

ONE OF THE PHYSICIANS.

; ‘TW-EL"_IE years nearly have elapsed since’ the’ House' of> Reto-
yery in Cork-street, was first opened for the reception  of 'patients
labouring under contagious fever ; and' as during’ the ‘period of its
establishment, ample opportunity has ‘been afforded of’ ascerfaining
from expérignce,‘\ﬂie benefits of such an Institution, T think'it may
prove nof altogether uninteresting, briefly to trace its history from
its foundation to the present time. oy
In a medical point of view in particular; some information:'may
be obtained, by comparing together the events of 'so many’sucees-
sive years ; for, itis only by instituting a comparison  betweenithe
result of our own observations, and of those who have preceded us,
that a science so ‘widely extended, and so'difficult as that of medicines
can ever be cultivated with any prospect of 'success.  Besides, as a
national establishment, whether 'We'cﬂnsidér'it_ with reference to
the ‘number of patients that it is capable of “accommodating, ‘of
with respect to  the ‘excellence of its system; and-theadmirable
regularity with which it is conducted, the Fever Hospital, justly
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occupies the first rank amongst all others of a similar kind o
rope, and hence no inconsiderable degree of importance must
times be attached to the several uccun;eﬁces which have marked
Pprogress. _
I shall therefore in this Report, give a slight sketch of such e :
as appear most worthy of being recorded, and make such obs
tions on each as the practice of the present yeal: has suggested.
In the treatment of any highly contagious disease, to separ
the sick from those who are as yet free from its influence, and p
clude as much as possible, all unnecessary intercourse between them
is an object of such evident moment, that few are disposed to quess
tion its utility. Indeed, the benefits which we derive from a strict
adherence to this necessary rule of prevention, and the evils am_‘
result from its neglect, are more than sufficient to convince us of
importance as well to individuals as to the public in general.
To preserve the health of the public at large, is a national 1{"-:_
cern, and has long been deemed a matter worthy of legal ir ter
ferﬂice. Accordingly the Leglqlaiure has enacted, that every p
caution shall be adopted which may contribute to prevent the in
troduction of diseases from foreign countries: and to the enforce
ment of the liws of quarantine, we are probably at this .-:"'_.1_
indebted for our exemption from the plague, and perha.p_s.uthgr"
orders, scarcely less contagious or destructive. e
But, although the intfoduction of contagion from other clima
had early attracted the public attention, and was anxinusl}_r‘
vided against by the strictest laws, it was not until a later perio
that the security of individuals was sufliciently attended to. 1
though the health of individuals is doubtless an object of mix 0
importance, it however, by no means deserves to be cnnslclereﬁ.
totally unconuected with the public welfare, inasmuch as the deat
or even temporary illness of a single industrious individual detl:!t ct
something from the general resources of the country. Such an ol
currence, therefore, is to be regretted on this account merely, eYel
independently of every humane consideration. But, when the
cnuntry is thus deprived of the services of many such mdlﬂ ”*H
the injury becomes serious, and increages in. Proportmn to th
number and industry. P o v iival

LS "

£
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i Of course it must ‘be obvious, that every measure calculateds
'tn diminish the extent of suchmischief should be vigorously adopted,
and this object so desirable, is peculiarly practicable in contagious
djmnﬁes In diseases of this nature it may be accomplished by
separating the sick from those who are still in health ; for thusthe
‘disease is checked in its commencement, and numbers are pre-
served from its influence, who would otherwise perhaps, have be-
come its victims, and contributed in their turn to communicate it
to others. Public- Ilospitals therefore, were established for the
purpose of remeving from their own habitations, such individuals
as were unable from poverty or other causes, cither to provide
‘themselves with the means necessary to their recovery, or to adopt
measures calculated to prevent the discase from spreading further.
" In Manchester and Waterford, Institutions were founded with
this view, and their example was quickly followed in this city, so -
deservedly celebrated for the number and extent of its charities.
At a meeting of the principal inhabitants, held on the 28th of
QOctober 1801, subscriptions were entered into, and a Committee
'appoiptud, to whom.the management of the. intended establish-
ment was confided. Government also liberally contributed their
nsgi;_tance; and a sufficient fund being thus procured, an extensive.
_plot of ground was purchased in Cork-street. The first. stone of
the Hospital was laid in the month of April 1802, and in about
‘two years it was completed at an expense amounting to #£11,318
135, 11d. .
It couslstcl.l originally c-f two uniform buildings, four stories in
height, pluccd at a small distance from ecach other, and connected
.-b}' a coyvered walk open to the south. . One building was exclu-
sively appropriated for the reception of Fever Patients, and the
_other was occupied by the convalescents and resident officers of the
establishment. _ . iy 3
. Corresponding {:,Itﬂl‘ﬂﬂ“]’, their interior arrangement Wwas how-"
exer different. In the fever side, cach story was constructed with .
a gallgry placed in the centre of the building, and extending
-thmﬂghﬂnt its entire h:ugth The galleries were terminated at
elthgr end by “mdows, _aud on cach side were the doors ﬂ-hlch
: qpened into the wards occupied by the patients. Each ward was
_mteqdedhto.ﬁqqmn {wo beds, and in each there wasa window
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pod fire place.  The wards were forty-vight in mumber, that |
say, twelve on each floor; but of these, forty only were foy
wards, the remainder being reguired for the accommodation
the nurses and for other purposes; so that atits commencen .-.,...~.-~.~-:
Flospital was calcnlated to contain only eighty fever patients
- Im the other building, the two upper stories, were each form
iuto two large rooms, two of which were occupied by the fer .‘
and two by the male convalescents, while the remainder was
bited by the Secretary and Purveyor to the Hospital. ]

In deciding on the plan of the Hospifal in its m‘igﬂnﬂ
the Committee were most golicitous fo procure every possible int r.f;
mation ¢ they consulted such medical characters as were ¢ |
brated for professional ability; and on comparing their opinien
and judging from the experience of other Institufions; they, s 'JI"IL
much deliberation, finally determined on that whieh Ihaw.- 3
desceribed. : -.-

The Hospital was opened for the reception of patients, -'}:_;"_f.-
the 4th day of May, 1804, and its relief was at first confi ' -
that portion of the town ﬁh:rh was more lmmcﬂmtﬁly ml‘. ted
iés vicinity, those persons only being admissible, who resided withi
the limits of a particolar district, ¢omprehending about dil'
of the southern division of the city, and containing a pﬁp
estimated at about 57,000 individuals.

Iu the commencement the Hospital had much to contend ¥
and wany difficelties te encounter, originating for ihe mr.:isi: B
from the ignorance and prejudices of those for whose rel':‘efli.._.
intended. To enter within its walls as objects of charity, wa&
first; even by the lowest ranks of sodiety, considered a mattent
disgrace, while the idea of being removed to a Fever Hospital
tended o increase their relnctance, by exciting in their mindst
most formidable apprehensions. Hence, rather than avaii ...'f_;__.
. selves of its advantiges, numbers preferred remaining in their o3
dwellings, thouglh destitute of every comfort and perhaps alfoget
inecapable of proecuring the medicines necessary for their recover

I'n eonserpuenee however, of the extraordinary care antf atte .1" L1
wliieh the patientsexperienced from the physicians and othlﬂ‘ atte
ants,these prejudiees gradually disappeared,for the individuals w
few indeed; who, on departing from the Hnsp:tnl e::pfés;ed



17

selves in any ather than the most gratefol manner, forthe kindiess.
with which they had beeun treated. They were therefore anuxious .
to apply to it themselves on all’ future occasions, aumd with a dex,

- gree of confidence, founded on experience, they equally recom-
mended it to their friends and acquaintances.

In the following year, the Funds being increased by an nﬂdl..
tional Parliamentary grant, the Hospital district was enlarged, so
. as to admit patients from all parts aof the city, south of the Llﬁ"ey, :

and within the limits of the Circular Iload. .

This district., according tothe Reverend Doctor Whitelaw’s sur-
vey, contained a popalation of 112,497 souls, of which a great
proportion was lodged in ill-constructed, and badly ventilated
houses, where little atitention was paid to cleanliness, as the rooms
were generally occupied by distinet families, ‘who having no: per-
manent interest in the house where they resided, could seldom be
indoced to co-operate, for the purpose of cleansing the common
entrance and staircase.  Of course, an accumulation of dirt, was
the consequence, which’ by giving rise to a constant exhalation
of noxious efiluvia, rendered the air still more impure, and. predis-
posed the inhabitants to disease. Great attention was therefore
paid by the Committee, to obviate this evil, and arrest as much as
possible, the progress of fever, by whitewashing the apartments of
‘those who had been removed to the Hospital. With a view also
‘to impress on their minds, the importance of a strict attention to
rlunnhnms, tl e following paper was leftat their dwellings :—

House of Recovery, Cork-street.

ADVICE.

T}mugh you have sent your Friend to the House of Recovery, yet
the [nfection may still remain in your .Rooms, and about your

Clothes.

'ln remme it, ynu are advised to use, wlthaut delay, the fulln‘w.

ing means.:
Fir-.t—Let all j’ﬂ'ﬂl‘ doors and wmdnns be immediately thrown

pen, and let them remain so for two hours. .

C
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shanld be immersed in cold water; the bed.clathes, _a.ftg;;
first steeped in cold water, should be wrung out ﬂ-igl.t,‘l
warm water and soap. _ ek

Thirdly—Let the clothes you wear be steeped in cold v
and afterwards washed ; and let every box, chest, (‘rnweﬂ PO
in the infectious house be emptied and cleansed., s TS

Fourthly—If you lie on straw beds, let the s_!;.raiw be lmme et
barned, and fresh straw provided, and let the ticken be
3 : o e
in cold water. " i 'i_.
e . -." .
Psfth’l:,-—“’hit{-u ash all your rooms, and the entrauce ta i
with fime slacked in the place where yau intend to .uﬁﬁ

while it continfes bubbling and hot.

‘Sixthl}'-—-q.rrape your floor with a shovel, and wash it clean, al

your furnitu re.

Seventhly—Keep in the open air, for the spac& uf a -
much as you can. P
‘And Lastly=—Wash your face, hands, and fee,t.,- and ¢ ” by
hair 'well, every morning at Jeast. _ oy

. B. The benefit of this Abpvice, after infection has enter
your dwelling, you will soon feel, and persevering in y ‘ :
tention to it, will, unper Gop, preserve you from all the

riety of wutrlrwd.twu, occasioned by infectious fevers.

Attend to it then with spirit and punctuality ; for be &sg'ﬂ,l
Cleanliness will checlk disease, dmprove your I[ealth and b g
and increase your Comfort. O

The Hnﬁpltal continued on the same funtmg, both wﬂ‘h ‘.-; -
to the number of its ueds, ami extenut of district, from 1305 - ]

.....

o«
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- building was Ere‘a':l_éd',' and the beds were ‘increased to 180. The
| d?‘siri(::t was consequently enlarged, and from the begianing of, the
~year 1809, patients were admitted from the north side of the ti;wh,
so as to comprehend the enfire city, situated within the Circular
Road. : f s |
It might be supposed, that this extention of district would have
- been productive, of a corresponding increase in the number of pa-
tients admitted’; Dut this wasuot the case, for in the ycar 1809 the
admissions were rathér less, than m any of the three precedivg
years. ‘The wefilicacy of the Fever Hospital system was therefore
considered as fully established, and confident expectations were
entertained, that fever ‘v:m'ould soon be a disease of rare occurrence

it the metropolis. . :
: Thi's_opinion'it would seem, hac the sul}pnr-t of reason and expe-
rience; for reasoning from our Knowledge of the general laws of
contagion, we wust ¢ priori conclude, that the measure of immedi-
ately separating the sick, on the first appearance of fever, would
confine the disease, for the most part, fo the individual in whose
person it originated.
commencement {o the end of the year 1809, coutributed materially
to strengthen this opinion. At firét, as has been already mentioned,
it afforded relief only to a limited portion of the town, alterwards

the district was enlarged, soas atlastto comprehend the entire City,
and even latterly, persons of every condition were admitted,although
in the commencement it was intended merely for the labouring poor,

and the servants of families were therefore excluded.

. Notwithstanding these various causes, however; any one of which
was of itself sufficient to produce -a considerable increase in the
number of applications, it appears from the Annuak Reports of the

Committee; that the admissions from January 1805, to January

1810,-were nearly c¢qual, averagiig at the rate of about 1100 each

year. Than this nothing appareuntly could be more decisive;

nothing scemed to demoustrate more clearly the present efficacy of

the Institution, or to hold put more encou raging expectations as to

the future. But in the summer of 1810, a fever of unusoal malig_

nancy broke out in Dublio, which spread with rapidity, and threat-
' C 2 ;

The experience of the Hospital also, from its

LS
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enedat first to exceed every former epidemic in point of fatu],;
Frem this period, the admissions increased to more than double
what they were in the corresponding months of 1809, and continyed
in the same proportion to the end of the year,
In the month of September,” in consequence of the low enndlt
of the funds of the Hospital, a statement was submitted to the puhl :
explaining this circumstance, and sohcrtmg subscnptmns .,
appeal of the Committee to the public, amongst other ob.
servations contained the following: ¢ From the Ph}'srm ns
of the Hospital they learn that during the four past months
an epidemic fever prevailed in this city, and thruught}ut ma |
parts of Ireland, .unparalleled in malignancy and extent f
many years past, and were it not for the check given to the sprea
ing of contagion, by the immediate admissior of the infected per-
sons together with the white washing and fumigating the habitatitiﬁ
from whence the patients were brought to the Hospital, there are
strong reasons for believing, that this populous metropolis, mlg
have suffered, and been now suffering under a fever, cﬂmpanatlrel /
destructive as the plague.”’ LN _'
The donations received on this occasion amounted to upw i
of Two Thousand Pounds, a sum sufficient to recruit the ﬁnaql_,
of the Hospital, and enable it to continue its relief on the ut
extended scale as before. However, notwithstanding every ex'
tion to arrest the progress of contagion, the epidemic still cont ti-
nued fo prevail ; and even at the present moment, if we are
judge from the number of admissions, it yet rages Wlth_mcr.ea#i
force,
The formidable increase of patients from the commencement
the year 1810, to the end of the year 1815, is evident from ti
following table, which gives the numbers admitted in each y i
since the opening of the Hospital, A



5th Jan.
5th Jan.
5th Jahb.
5th Jan.
5th Jan.
.5th Jan.
5th Jan.
5th Jaq.-
5th Jan.
5th Jan.
5th Jan.

AR

PATIENTS
{'rom 14th May, 1804, to 5th Jan. 1805,

p2d |

1805, to 5th Jan. 1808,
to 5th Jan. 1807,

1806,

1807,

1808,

18009,

1810,

1811,
1812,

1818,

1814,
1815,

ilo

5th Jan. 1808,

5th Jan. 1809,
5th Jan. 1810,
5th Jao,” 1811,
5th Jan. 1812,

5th Jan. 1813,

5th Jan, 1814,

5th Jan, 1815,

5th Jap. 1816,

ADMITTED,

- 422

- 1028
i 1272
3 1092
% 1072
" 1056
£ 1774
A 1478
2 2978
- 92620
2 2398
. 8787

20,278

From the great incrpase of business, two temporary physicians
. were appointed in 1811, one of whom, Doctor George Lee, died
shortly afterwards of a bad typhus fever, which bhe caught while -
. ‘engaged in attending to theduties of the Hospital. In 1812,theinflu-"
‘ence of contagion amongst the attendants, seemed to have acquired
,‘additional activity. The Hospitalin thisyear, had to lament the death
of Doctor Joseph Lynch, and alsa about the same time, that of
the Rev. James \Whitelaw, Vicar of St. Catherine’s, the celebrated

author of the Essay on the Population of Dublin.

Both these

‘gentlemen, it is said, derived their discase from the same patient,
whlle engaged in the discharge of their respective oflices; theic
nntlet}r for the interests of a stranger, inducing them perhaps to

‘lose sight of that caution, so necessary to their own security.

'.

. Jn the foilowing year, Mr. Hale, the Apothecary, was seued
‘with typhus fever, and fo my altendasce on him, I think I have
"reason to ascribe that with which L was myself attacked. In this
}'enr, from the continued pressure of encreasing admissious, the

finances of the Hospital were such as to renderit'necessary, & second .

time to apply to the pablic for assistance.

The donations received

“in vonsequence amounted to jearly £1500, and it deserves to be
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particularly noticed as a proof of the ligh estimation to which’
Hospital had attained io the opinion, not merely of the better ¢
but even of the lower classes, that the labourers emploved at ,
Harbour, contributed from their wages the sum o1 £97. l'&gf_ a9
and remitted it with a letter expressing in the nrost ﬂﬂt&;iﬁg m’": ;
their gratitude to the officers of the institution, for the attent
which several of them had experienced while under therr é&*ﬂi‘e;_‘f
confirming the observation of the Committee. ¢ That ei'Er:_-r o fFe
which has a tendency to draw the different classes of sn':r{:i"etj'r: : ;1;
together in good will and aﬂ'r:c:tiun, must be pru‘dt}gctﬁe'df‘ .[{.{
yational results.”’ - :
Although the Hospital had from the commeéncement progressi
advanced in the puhlm esttmntmu and gradual]}' chuh'ed
highest character for its uxcellent management and exten
~utility, its occurrences were still confined to those more immediatel
conmected with the institution, and had. not as yet h{e!:n'm: ,
subject of public-investigation. About this time however, a wor
was puhhshed by one of the temporary Physicians, giving nﬁ “_
count of his particular practice and improved method of freatme
in fever. This work had for its object to recommend the u:
bloodletting in fever, as a remedy of more value than is at pr ]
supposed, and capable of being more generally aljplle{f m
management even of the worst cases. ;
To every one who fairly considers the fatality of fevers, and tl
many difficulties the Physician has to encounterin their treatmet
it must appear, that even an attempt at improvement, should be e
cvived,if not with approbation, at least with indulgence. It was
; fore peculiarly unfortunate, that the aathor of the work in ques ]
should have counsidered it necessary to form a comparison between il
stuccess and that of his colleagues. If instead of so doing, he hag
y cnrﬁ'part?d his own success at difféerent periods, and had calculated
the proportion of deaths amongst his particalar paﬁeritﬂ, prior, an
subsequently to his adopting the practice of bloodletting, thti",
statement would have been highly candid and praiseworthy. Ho
ever,-he stated, as a strong recommendation of his practice frﬁ e
am satisfied from want of reflection than from any ungepeér T—.
motive) that the average proportien of deaths amongst the pa.t =
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‘ placed nunder his care, was only as one te twenty.fire and a haifi
while the proportion of deaths in the Heospital during a period of
eight years, was as one to eleven,

The permanent Physicians, some of whom had been attached to
the Hospital from its commencement, felt hurt at this assertion, and
.lconceiting that their characters were called in question, they ex.’

| amined the several documents connected with the subject, and pub-
lished the result of their inquiry in a letter addressed to the Com=
mittee. From this letter it appears in the most satisfactory man-
. ner that the statement was crroneous, and that the proportion of
, deaths to recoyeries, was different from what it had been repre-
sented. ‘The tables annexed to the letter are calculated with pre-
\ cision, and they go decidedly to prove that the propertion of deaths
i among the patients of the author of the Essay on blogdiefting, was
| as 1to 11 i=, and among those of the other Physiciaus, during the
1 entire period of his attendance as 1 to 12,7,
The cause of this miscalculation on the part of the author of the
{ Essay, I am confident originated in mistake, and isto be ascribed to
| ‘the 'circdmstance of his baving excluded from the number of his
) deaths, such patients as were not treated by bloodletting, or who
i died of diseases different from fever: It appears to have escaped
| 'his observation, that by calculating his comparative success, with-.
. ont charging a// such deaths, he must of necessity have a consider-
 able advantage over his collvagues ; for when he estimated the
{ ‘deaths in the {lospital as in the proportion of one toeleven, every
| death which u:;:ur:ed whether by fever or otherwise, was in-
cloded, '

The Committee in 1808, as hasbeen already mentianed, mcrﬂuﬁ
ﬂ;e number of beds to 180, with a view to accommodate at ail
' times, if necessary, patieats to that amount, For this purpose
. they emctvd an additional building, situated between the two for-

| mer, tud placed three beds in each of the fever wards, It was
, found however, that the wards of the under.story were ill adapted
. for the reception of patients, in consequence; of their imperfect
. ventilation and want of sufficient altitude, they were therefore
E elosed ; but in order to employ as many beds as possible, the roomws
iarmer{}' occupied by the convalescents were converted into fever




24

wards, and the patients when convalescent weré remaverd te ,
small wards of the central house, But, nn!withslanding enﬂ-y-,'
trivatice the IHospital still proved too limited; 141 beds was
greatest number that it could be made to accommodate, withe
~ running the risk of crowding it te excess, and a fourth baily
was therefore determined on.

The Parliamentary grant received in 1814 amounted to £5,08
so that sufficient funds were placed at the rlmpusai of the Comm
to enmable them to carry their plan into execution.

I

In the month
June 1815, they accordingly commenced building the
posed addition, and so rapid has been its progress that it is ng
nearly completed. 'The planis unlike that of the fever wing w
I have already described. [Its exterior, for the sake of unil'urm
is nearly simitar, but the wards are differently constructed. [if
a single building of four stories, the lowest of which is divided in
apartments not appropriated for fever, while the other threea

each formed into two large wards of safficient extent to cu
twelve beds each.

Some of the Physicians, much longer connected with the Hm
than I have been, and possessing of course greater experience ; wel
strenuous in recnmmendmg the adoption of large wards, conceivil
that large wards are decidedly the best calculated for fever patien
Itis therefore with considerable diffidence, that I venture to en e
tain an opinion different from them, and am rather disposed to 4
a preference to the small wards of the eastern wing.

The reasons by which I am influenced are of some weight, an
certainly not altogether unworthy of attention. In the first pll_
it is evident, that large wards are subject to many inconveniencie
from which the small wards are in a great measuare free. [Itis
known that in fever, quiet, is oftenone of our mostimportant mea
in accomplishingacure ; butinlarge wards which contain 12 patient:
it is for the most part nearly impossible to prevent continual ng !"
Amongst somany patients, some one or other must constantly
quire to be attended, and the disturbance thus occasioned. ca
hardly fail to interrupt the rest of those who would otherwise com
pose themselves to sleep. In delirious cases, the objection to lar
wards is obvious for the same reason, aund in cases of extreme ¢
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ger, even though unaccompanied with delirium, the objection is
equally strong. If a patient ill of low nervous fever, shall behold
another expiring near him, T would ask, must not the influence of
such a circumstance naturally retard his recovery. \We know thatin
fever, the depressing passions are those which exert the greatest in-
fluence on the mind,and that the imagiuntion, unnecessarily, creates
for itself a thousand camses of uneasiness and apprehension. Every
circumstance therefore, which can be productive of anxicty should
be studiously avoided, for it must be allowed, that in fever particu-
larly, a calm and tinnquil disposition, conduces to recoyery, and
that whatever violently agitates is injurious.
It is also to be observed, thatin the treatment of different kinds
of fever, it is sometimes necessary to regulate the temperature of the
room, and accommodate it to the nature of the disease, for in some
fevers the air can scarcely be too cool, while in other cases, a
similar degree of coldness, would tend materially to aggrevate all
‘the symptoms. In simple inflammatory fever ; for example, o free
“circulation of cold air is desirable, but in fever continued with pneu-
"monia, even when the pulmonary affection is trivial, air of a low
 temperature cannot be inspired, without increasing the caugll, and
‘adding to the difficulty of respirntion.
¢ Now in large. wards containing cases of every description, it
i’-mlljr becomes a matter of considerable difliculty to manage each
loatient in the manner best calculated to ensure his recovery; but
‘when the wards are small, the Physician has it in his power to
‘assort his cases; he can place such as are dying, or whose fever is
t‘fﬁn]ignnnt, in 2 room separate from those who are recovering ; those
‘who require coel air he can put in one room, and those to whom it
:;f.:l;'ﬂlﬂd prove injurious he can place in another. ak,
" In all hospitals, but more particularly in those that are estab-
f!_'i_'shed.fﬁr (he treatment of contagious discases, frequent white-
%ﬂhiug is an object of the utmost importance. Indeed, in no
;ifuspital whatever, is there more attention paid to ncatness and
gimnilnm than in our’s; butat the same time it must be admitted,
that when the wards are large, they cannot readily be white<'"
~wathed as often as could be wisi:}gd. To whitewash with advan-
5 . .
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tage, the ward shou‘ld be suffered to remain unoccupied for {
or three days at least, in order that it may be perfectly ventilaf
and that every part of the walls and ceiling shall be thorough
cleaned. 'This, in wards which contain only two beds, may "
focted as often as shall seem necessary, without inconvenieg
“either to the hospital or to the public, but when the ws: rC .:_:_.__‘-
large, 1t cannot by any means be so easily or so freq_uently acce
plished. !
And further, all the arguments that are generally add:u :
support of large wards, when fairly examined, resolve the :msel
into this single one, namely, that the air is more pure 1n large wa
than in small. It remains however to be proved, that. ;,:-f'
carteris paribus, is most pure in large wards. I am inclined to do

that it is so. Certainly, if the small wards as is now ung
ably the case, are too much crowded, while fewer .--'-

i)

placed in the large wards, in proportion to their size, thegn lf.
reasonable to suppose that the air ought to be less pure in the!
mer than in the latter, but surely no one would merely on that
count conclude, that large wards are preferable to small. B
circumstanced as the small and the large wards are at presen"
lieve that the condition of the air in both is nearly sumlla,r,
fewer patients were placed in the small wards, or a greater 18
ber in the large, so as to reduce them to an equahgr in this resg
Eam dispnsed to think, that the small wards would then ha}q_
dedly the advantage. ; :

.

T

B

In each small ward, there is a fire-place and window. In,-
when it is necessary fo have the window clesed, the ﬁ
serves a constant urculatmu of air, and in summer, the aii
enters by the window, pasacs through the door exactly of
into the gallery, conveying with it ‘the contagious Eﬂiu?i,ﬂ-&'
gallerlrs arc terminated by windows which are kept for thel
part open; the upper story of the house also is furnished
renniamrs, corresponcing w ith which there are gratings in l
of the galleries, so that a free exitis thus at all times affa
the\ impure and heated air, from every part of the _Iml.l,,d-mg,_,
lhurge_é wards have not these advantages ; in them thereis no o1
curremt of air, and therefore itis, that considering their
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extent, theyarefoundto accommodate fewer patients than the small.
' Nor is this all, I think that patients seem to recover better in the
small wards, at least this I can affirm, that ! have almost uniformly
‘been most successful in the treatment of fever when [ have prac-
tised in the small wards, a circamstance, which has perhaps princi.
pally influenced me in forming my epinion.

The questionasto the superiority of large wards seems thereforeas
‘yetundecided, and I have been induced to make these remarks, be-
cause it appears to me to be a matter of some importance, and
more particulasly, because 1 conceive it to be one which can
only be determined, by the experienee of those whose practice in
extensive fever establishments, renders them competent to pro-
nounce an opinion on the subject. Besides, when nny'duubt exists,
‘nothiug is more to be desired than a eaudid and liberal discussion,
‘resulting from an anxiety, to elicit truth and promote improvement ;
for, thus only can we hope toarrive at perfection in the exercise of
any art, but especially of one so difficalt and complicated as that
‘of medicine: But though, I' am for the reasons already mentioned,
inclined to give a preference to the small wards, I do not however
by any means wish it to be understood, that the large wards are
“not likely to answer the purpose for which they are intended. On
_the contrary, they constitute & wmost important addition to the

“other buildings of the hospital, which considered collectively, are
rﬁfgp’ﬂiinly unequilled for utility, extent, neatness, and uniformity
jr:nl' structure. :

~ Besideés the enlargement of the Hospital, this year, was also dis-
;{E_ﬁlhguilhpdimn singular degree by an unexampled iucrease in the
. number of admissions, the patients admitted from the fifth of
~Janvary 1815, to the fifth of January 1816, the period to which
ﬂﬁg report particularly refers, having exceeded those of every
fumar year, to an almost incredible extent. In the year ending
“the 4th of January 1815, the admissions were 2398, and considered
_unuspally numerous, but during the past year, they amounted to
{3#3‘?,‘ pnumber, unparalleled in the annals of the Hospital.

 Jt must occer to the most superficial observeras a strange and re-
I%—..‘t. :able circumstance, that cantagion, iustead of beingmaterially
% D2 . '




28

diminished, should rather have increased since the ésmbliahm' "
the Hospital. As to the accuracy of the fact, there can be .[[p_’. il
whatever, and it therefore remains for us to iuveu_tigﬁm,' ..
cause,

[
The present extraordinary prevalence of fever, cannot

think be ascribed, to any natural delect of ourcity, in point of
situation. Dablin, has none of these local peculiarities, which are
found to generate contagion with facility, or which might be s
posed to render us more suscpptibie of its influence. Our stree
are in general much wider than those of other large towns,
have of late been kept in a cleaner condition than fnrmﬂrly_,._."
are not commanded by any ‘'neighbouring heights capable g
prevenling a free circulation of air. The vicinity of ﬂ]_i.'.-.
also, the size and rapidity of theriver which divides our town,_;_
the abundance of water with which it is supplied, are adsantag

B

.50 far superior to those which most other cities possess, that B
we to consider it merely in reference to its situatien they 1:" » |
induce us, at once to prenounce it, one of the most henlthful in the,
world. - :
The causes so productive of contagion, must therefore be sou, _:i- il
for elsewhere, and I believe they will be found to exist, in ther s

manners of the lower ranks by which it is inhabited. I‘Ieré_,.:'
look in vain for that sober demeanour and laborious assiduity 8
characteristic of patient industry, and so essential to the existene
of every well regulated community. Insfead of these qual_i__
we daily witness instances the most degrading to human natore
and behold in our streets crowds of wretched objects, so :
wér_-,- sense of decency, and ef habits so depraved, that they seet
rather beings of en iuferior order. Indifierent as to the presen
and carcless sbout the future, they have acquired an habj
listlessness, and an ufiaccountable apathy, which, without renderit
them content with their situation, incapacitates them from & *.. ‘
‘exertion. Hence their l*ulntatmus, their dress, their'persons, a
filthy to a degree ; they have no taste for neatness; to them th l
comiort of cleanliness is unknown. Ixisting under such cire ’.
stances, and leading a life at one time of excess, and agail
penwiy and distress, how 18 it possible that they can - ever 'he fr

_;-J\. :}‘

l'
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from contagious disease? "From the nature of contagion it is not
in our pewer to annihilate it altogether, we can only pretend to
moderate its influence ; and this. can never be accomplished to any
- considerable extent, until good order, industry and sobriety, shall
succeed to gross irregularity, idleness, and habitual intemperance;
and uvatil, in place of a total indifference to the comforts of life, an *
anxiety for cleanliness, and a taste for neatness shall stimulate the
" Jower ranks to laudable exertion.

Until sach change shall be effected in the morals and habits of
the people, itja likely that his expectations will be disappointed,
who hopes that the actual quantity of fever can be sensibly dimi-
nished, through the agency of oar lospital. The timeis however,
I trust, not very remote, when the condition of the labouring classes

- of this extensive City, shall be such as to prove a source of pleasing
reflection to the siucere lover of his country. Itis to be hoped
that commerce will again revive, and dispense its blessings generally,
by affording constant employment to the well disposed and indus-'
- trions; but above all, it is to be desired, that education may be
* more widely diffused, for tu education, |t appears to me, that we
are alone to look for any permanent improvement.
These however, are circumstances over which our system of pre-
. venlion can exert no control, and therefore it is not to be objected
toits efficacy, that contagion should still continpe to prevail, not-
~ withstanding all our exertions. Though fever were never to be
" diminished, yet the effects.of our Hospital are not on that account
to be considered nugatory, since it annually preserves the lives
" of numerous !Yindividuals, who must otherwise have perished,
'. What would have been the mortality during the past year, il the
- 3787 patients admitted into the Hospital, were suffered to remain
" meglected in their crowded apartments, most of them without
~ preper medicines or advice, and many without even the necessaries
of life ! Instead of only one death in twenty, one in four would
perhaps have occurred, a conviction of itsell; fully sufficient
‘to demonstrate the soperior value and excellence of the Institution.
* The following table, which I have calculated from the annual
ja'-jq.-p‘::u*fl of the Committee, in which are stated precisely the number
_of patients that have died, and also the number of those that have
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Been dismissed eured, will shew the comparative
ferent periods. ;

Year 1804. 1803, 18086. 1807. 1808,

s 1in 1 in 1 in 1 in 1in
e 133 10 1237 115 [ ORI
Year  1810. 181}, 1812, 1813,  1814. 181s
s 1in 1in 1 in 1in 1in
N | (S T R T e

1 in 20 npearly. :-r"

The average mortality, frem the foundation.of the Hospital L
ﬂle end of the year 1815, has been very nearly as one in lﬁ,ﬁ
we are vot therefore to iufer, that the mertality from fever, i
the same proportion. o, of the deaths that have taken plag
it may be observed, that many are in consequence of diseases'_"
ferent from fever, and oceurring either in the progress ng
original fever, or succceding to it during the parmd of
valescence.

Amongst the females far example, several have died of the d
eases consequent on pregnancy, where their fever was eitl
completely subdued, or would otherwise meost probably hareﬂ
minated favourably. And in both sexes, the infirmities of age,,
the disorders connected with a worn out constitution, have ¢

e R bR T paswneew |

B
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contributed to increase materially the number of our de
Anpother cause of mortality also, is to be traced to the improp :
treatment of patients, previously to their admission into the hos=
pital. ¥t frequently happens that where a patient has been unde
the care of an injudicious practitioner, and has been blooded ¢
physick’d, or blistered to excess, that when his strength heginlj i
fail, and his case seems hopeless, he is then, and only then, ad is g
to apply to the Hospital for relief, and forced upon us, for U
purpose of releasing his former attendant from all share of respo
sibility. Under such circamstances, what can we effect tmﬂ_
accomplishing a cure ¢ We may indeed prolong the patient’s € £
ence, aud by the use of wine and invigorating cordials suppnrt
strength for a time, but itis in vain to look to his ultimate
very, the principle of life which was unnecessarily wasted I ~'
commensement, becomes unequal to the struggle of a protracie

b
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illness, and at length, he siuks into the gr“r,' from mere ex.
baustion,

From the table of the comparative mortality in the Hospital, it
appears that our deaths have of late years decreased considerably,
and that in the last year io particular, our exertions have been
attended with unusual success. The cause of this diminished
mortality has been ascribed to the popular character of the Hos-
pital, which induces the patieut to apply for admission at an early
period of his disease, before the symptoms have iucreased in wio-
lence, and wheih medicine can of course be employed with a gmm“r
prospect of success,

Fhis opinion, does not however seem to me to be correct, forif
it were, it would follow, that the deaths which occurred during the
last year within a short period after admission, must have been less
in proportion than those of former years, in which the mortality
was greater. JIT we suppose that whatever patients die, within
the four first days after admission, are admitted at a period teo
late for the successful employment of medical skill, the argument
deduced from the principle of ¢ early application,” in order to
account for our decreased mortality, can apply to such cases only;
for when the patient survives beyond that period, some benefit may
reasonably be expected to result from the interference of art.

" But instead of any progressive diminution, a remarkable coinci-
dence in this respect exists between the deaths of different years.
I have selected those of 1805, 1810, and 1815, in each of which
the deaths were as follows:

Year 1805, 1810, 1815. °
Total deaths 67, 158. 191. ;
Within 4 days 29, 49. . 59, or nearly

ene-third of the entire in each year.

_ Our decreased mortality, must therefore be referred to some
_other cauvse, and it can scarcely be explained,. on. the supposition,
‘that the prevailing fever of the last year was less malignant than
‘usual. That fever is now, less malignant than it was some ye€ars .
2go, is I thiok, improbable; for in ihe last year, we cerlainly had
_sur proportion of bad cases, aud the fever which prevailed, was
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besides, unusually contagious. It is therefore, evident thﬂ!
diminution of mnrtaht}r, must have depended principally mf _
exertions of the physicians, a fact highly creditable to the jnsg,
#ution, and one which places in the clearest light, the | h. k j
and importance of the medical profession. It proves decide n.
how much may be effected by the timely and judicious adm ; 1
tration of remedies ; and how greatly the chances of recovery aré
increased, when the efforts of nature are seconded and u--'-j;
regulated, by the experienced practitioner. It also comp}e _
exposes, the fallacy of the opinion so confidently advanced by some _- ;
that in medical diseases, nature accomplishes every thing, and that

therefore the physician might be dispensed with a]tugﬂther;' ey

i
8

opinion, however, the result only of a narrow illiberal mind, a ": A
of an understanding contracted by a low and mechamcal e
cation. .

In the course nf the last year, the assistant Apnthecary, and o
of the Physicians, were attacked with fever; the latter, was for®
a time, dangerously ill, but is now recovering. Of the ﬂ'--
persons employed at the Hospital, eleven suffered from the effect
of contagion, but none of them died. o~

s el ——— e

The following table will explain the number of patients that w '}'
admitted into the Hospital during the different months, tmd uls
the niember of dismissals and deaths in each respectively. :

e

From 5th January 1815, to 4th January 1816, inclusive.
Admitted. Dismissed. Died.

Jan_iiliiulit-eﬂﬂ 211 12

Reb. et 220226 236 9
March.«c.cansas «++269 240 19 -
BPTl . cavsivs v B/ 0 258 18 o AN
May.sssese..,,284 9272 16 : |
Junesesas.ee..369 330 20

BRI ol 354 330 .15 .
August......-..u-ﬂﬁﬁ 360 17 ". ?
Sept_"..."-.------ 364 239 . Yo "
OCt-"tnan-u-&"nssﬂ 356 19 !
Nﬂfnvt ......---...344 335 10

Bec.---u-.-.... |-.303 301 ] lg

3787 3578 - 191

-
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With respect to the practice of the last year, the fevers wh'eh
prevailed during the first three manths, were marked by an increased
action-of the brain, and frequently attended with violent deliriom.
In such cases, the face was tumid and floshed, the eyes were red,
there existed great intolerance of light, and cohsiderable throbhing
of the temporal and carotid arteries. When the symptoms had
been neglected the disease proved extremely fatal, and generally
secmed to terminate by effusion in the ventricles of the brain. In
cases of flll-ll:-termin:linn, this event was indicated by stupor,
dilation of the pupils, low muttering, and other appearinces of
Coma. When such were the sympioms, wine, bark, and opium,
remedies once so celebrated in the treatment of fever, were al-
togethér inadmissible, at least in the commencement of the dis-
case, and even towards its conclusion required to be administered
with the greatest caution. .

The plan which experience proved to be most successful, con-

sisted in moderating the violent action of the brain, by means of
‘the various antiphlogistic remedies ; but more particularly by to-
_pical bloodletting. When the excitement was considerabley the
‘bead was uniformly directed to be shaved, and repeatedly washed
.with cold vinegar. and water. I.eeches were applied to the tem-
ples, and if they failed to afford relicf, the temporal artery wis
opened, and blood taken to the extent of from four to six ounces.
By these means the local excitement was diminished, the symp-
toms became less violent, and the patieut gradually recovered 5
whereas, had he been stimulated by spirituous or heating medicines
his danger would have been increased, in the exact proportion of
the means that were used, with & view, to insure his recovery,

Theory, has at all times exerted a most pernicious influence over
medicine, and probably a greater number of individnals have

fallen a sacrifice to the many prejudices of which it is productire,
than have at any time recovered, in consequence of the advan-
tages that it affords, Indeed of this I am persuaded, when I con-
sider the practice of the present day, and compare it with that
which presailed at no distant period. Many of the cases for which
isw heﬂg?.ry to pre'.ll:ribe hlﬂﬂdlfﬂin-g, in order to moderate
the incrcmsed action of the vascular system, were cases of pete.
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chial or spotted (ever. Even in our own memory, the appearsas
of petechiazz was considered a symptom of the most a.lnrmi. : -Sé-
and one which indicated the utmost debility. Wine and bﬂkfs : ‘3
therefore given in the greatest possible quantity, under the g E

viction that they were absolutely necessary to support the pati
strength, and obviate the effects of putrescency. ‘

-?
i o

Fortunately however, the treatment of fever is now -
understood; and a more rational, and infinitely more suece: q
mode of practice is adopted, “’me and bark are ne Iungar [,

sidered essential to its cure, and in their piace remedies nﬁ .
an opposite nature, are administered u:th the meost decided adyan,

tage. But, what has most of all contributed to diminish T
mortality of fever is the introduction of hlondlettmg, w'hi ;L
until of late, with so liitle reason, so much dreaded and s '. 4
versally censured ; thoagh at the same time itis to be abknuwi | 4
that there is ne |f=mmly which is more frpquentiy abuosed, ﬁrﬂ L,

in fever especially, is capable of producing more r.a[_,___.
‘consequences when injudiciously employed. :

Of this, I had an opportunity of ebservi ing a striking i inst an
in the case of a mau, who had been biooded to the extent nf‘

ounces, without appearing at the time to suffer any incon

nieuce. lLn the course of two days however, he aomplamﬂd‘

paia in his arm ; the puncture of the lancet had become i am
it soon assumed a gangrenous appearauce, and netwithstandilg
- every efiort to arrest ifts progress, the mertification eonfinues :_-_
spread, uniil it included the entire arm fiom the shoulder downte |
the fisgers, aud even a great portion of the side, when the patient,
waorn eut by his suflerings, at length expired.
It appears to me, that the author of the bloodletting s sk
has pustied his practice to an wnuecessary extent, and recomme | |
it roo generally, which may perhaps be accounted for on the
principle, that most persons who have suggested any s:t:_~
improvement, are maturally inclined to attach to it more imps
~apce than it really deserves, the interest that they take
suceess, rendering them auxions to extel it to the utmost,
also it sometimes happens that theiv anxiety defeats the very n
- “that they have in view, for by prﬂmwmr.-; too much, they d'fﬁ
" ihe expecintions of fhose who adcpt their sy stem, which lh .
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thoucgh useful {o a certain extent, soon falls into disnpn‘lt.;' and is
neglected altogether.

It is probable, that such has already been (he case even with this

particular remedy, for the practice of bloodletting in fever has
no claim whatever to the merit of originality. Itisa fact that
this remedy was employed nearly two centuries ago, precisely
in the same way and in cases exactly similar to those in which it
is used at the present day. In Riverius’s practice of medicine,
there is ap account of the treatment of a fever termed, *¢ Fcbri’:
Conlinua el g‘fﬂ{!}nq," in which the patient was blooded r{'penludl‘}'
in the manner recommended by the anthor of the essay, and even-
tually recovered.

Bloadletting in  fever, is therefore a remedy which having
been once perhaps generally practised, was afterwards neglectcd,
probably in conseguence of its being abused, and is agaio revived.
But although it must ever be abused, in the hands of injudicious
persons, yet surely this circumstance should not be considered an
objectiontoit,norshouldit on thataccount be less employed by prac-
tioners in cases where ic is clearly indicated. For this would be
indeed, to run into the opposite extreme, and verifly the adage of
falling into Scylla, by eundcavouring to avoid the dangers of
Charybdis. . 3
Practitioners formerly erred much with respect to blood]etting*
io the treatment of fever, for they either obstinately refused to
bleed, or if the symptoms were so urgent as to admit of no other
‘remedy, they genetall}f blouded to excess, DBut as the injurious
effects from excessive bloodletting were for the most part obvious,
while patients who had not been blooded occasiopally recovered,
“the depleting system ‘came into disrepute, and the stimulgting
practice was adopted.

1t is fortanate for the present time, that we now clearly perceive
.'thg atirnntag!; of pursuing a middle course ; for I am cnntim_:eld
that there is not in medicine a maxim of greater practical utility
thap this, when symptoms require bloodletting, bleed, but bleed
moderalely.  And in this, I think, consists the entire merit of
_the system alluded to, that it has directed our attention to ar
" aclive and @ useful remedy, which our predecessors.were prevented
from employing, by the influence of ill—fuunded':f;_:prehnnsinu!
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resulting- from erroncous opinians, with respect to its
action, and the nature of the eif'ccts that it pmduces.

assﬁrtEd bjr some, that a distiuctiou should be made in' .
treatment of such diseases, for what might be proper at
time would probably be injurious at another. It is true, ﬂlﬂt&i
cntain perinds of the year, certain comp]aints predﬂminate. hu
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But instances, of all the cases that I have meuntioned, were foun 1-7_25_'{_
nm,ur at ever_y penml of the year, and I never uhf-;erved that any

1= i ¥
| — f-!’ n— .:J..."

symptoms, and in winter, with catarrh and general rheumatie pz ”.

cicive practice which the urgency of the case may require. f
the physician misled by theory, hesitate, and merely pa!hate the
symptoms, their yviolence is diminished but not subdued, and the
patient’s recovery is thereby endangered, or at least retarded.

The remedies which are necessary for the cure of fever are few
and simple, and the difficulty of practice consists, not in an 1'
combining together a great variety, but in selecting and ]udmm Y
npnlvmg that which is mm.t appropr iatr

fore, in concluding, merely remark, that I have scarcaly
ployed in the treatment of fever, any of the entimonial * |
tions, and that in cases of a putnd and mahguant type, I

successiul. .
RICHARD GRATTAN, M
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